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## 4585142028: MAJOR SPEECH COMMUNICATION

KEYWORD: COMMUNICATION/ DARA RASMI/ RATANAKOSIN ROYAL PALACE
SUWADEE PUNTPANICH: COMMUNICATION IN RATANAKOSIN ROYAL
PALACE OF PRINCESS DARA RASMI, THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF.
ORAWAN PILUNOWAD, Ph.D. 215 pp, ISBN 974-17-5270-9

This research purposes are 1) to study about the context of Princess
Dara Rasmi ‘s communication : communication for identity preserving, communication
for conflict reducing and communication for cultural interchanging and 2) to analyze the
solutions and their effects. This research is historical research uses a qualitative method
and collects data from text and interviewing (Princess Dara Rasmi’'s family and

technicians).

The results are shown as the following: the contexts of all communication
(communication for identity preserving, communication for conflict resolving and
communication for cultural interchanging) are related. Motives of the communications
were the pride of Lanna’s prestige, royal family support and her personality. The aim of
the communication was to be accepted by the royal family and all people at the royal
palace. The solutions of the communication were conducted through interpersonal
communication, using personal and symbol media. All of the solutions produced
controversial kinds of effect such as being accepted, the Princess and Lanna women’s
level upgraded.but also bringing out.bad. effects such_ as generating envy. In all,
the Princess as consort to King Rama V had proven to be 'successful as communicator
to preserve Lanna.identity, to resolve -conflicts -among those .surrounding her and

to exchange cultures between Lanna and the Royal Palace.
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“The most important personality, who acted as the link between the
northern nobility and the central Thai royalty, was Phraratchaya Chao Dararatsami. She
was both an elder half-sister of Chief Prince of Chiang Mai and wife of the former
Siamese King. One year before the end of the King Chulalongkorn’s reign, in 1909,
Phraratchaya visited her homeland after an absence of 21 years. The concern and the
honor which the king granted her during this trip enormously enhanced her capacity as
a uniting force for the northern princes, particularly those in Chiang Mai, Lumphun,
Lumpang. In early 1915, she was allowed to return to live permanently in Chiang Mai,

where she continued to play an active social and culture role.

During her stay in Bangkok, Phraratchaya demonstrated great interest in

Western Social and culture influences which had become highly “ fashionable” in the

court of King Chulalongkorn . Her advocacy of modern learning was evident. She sent

princes and princesses from Chiang Mai to school in Europe, while she encouraged

those who stayed in Bangkok to devote their time to serious study of Siamese

language. It was during her visit to Chiang Mai in 1909 that the name “Phraratchaya”,
the rank she had just obtained from-the king, was given-to the mission girls’ school in
the city. After her permanent return to the North, she became the most active, official
patron-of -the ‘Chiang Mai_Royal-Pages College; and-continued to. render support to

several other school.

In the reign of King Vajiravudh, Phraratchaya was still treated with great

respect by the king, and she maintained close relationships with the some members of

royal family in Bangkok. Her presence in North created a better social and cultural bond

between the traditional political elite of the region and the national elite. Moreover, she

acted as a stimulant to the local elite to adjust themselves to the changing world. Play
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and dances, invented and performed in her palace, ingeniously reflected a blend

between the northern and central Thai traditions and symbolized the trend of change at

that time.” (Wate1d Ngyauans, 2533)
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