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The research project entitled “A Study on the Future Image of Mass Media in the Role to

~ Promote the Value of Thai Jasmine Rice” was aimed to study the role of the mass media in promoting
the value of Thai jasmine rice, to know the way to develop the role of the mass media in promoting
the value of Thai jasmine rice and to study the future of mass media in promoting the value of Thai
jasmine rice by using future research format and Delphi technique in the research.

Research Results from the future image of mass media in the role to promote the value
of Thai jasmine rice were as follows.

1. Role of Mass Media as a Guardian: Group of experts agreed at the highest level
that mass media should make Thai people realize that Thai Jjasmine rice is native to Thailand so Thai
people should love and protect jasmine rice as Thai possession. There should be a campaign and
protection of traditional jasmine rice before it becomes extinct. All sectors should be stimulated to see
the value and realize the problem about the biological resources, especially Thai jasmine rice, which
were taken by foreigners. Farmer’s children should love and protect the profession of farming and
land for farming. There should be news about the injustice faced by farmers such as the weight loss
and low price to prevent the future injustice. There should also be news about the unfair contracts for
farmers to stimulate the future trade in the market. The farmers should be encouraged to grow
traditional rice instead of using new technology or chemicals. Mass media should issue the news
about the situation in which foreigners take the rights of biological resources. Mass media should play
a role in the promotion of values to protect natural resources. Mass media should also point out the

value of Thai jasmine rice. The high level items werc as follows. Thai people should be informed to
realize that jasmine rice is native to Thailand. Thai people should be encouraged to realize that
agricultural professions created traditions and culture related to farming so that it is worth preserving.
There should be a campaign to preserve and protect various forms of arts which are related to farming
such as activities, plays, basketry, rituals and the like. People should be stimulated to follow the
rituals such as parade to ask for rain, worshipping Rice Goddess, etc. People in the society should
realize the conservation and the distribution of culture and traditions about rice to stay with Thai
farmers. Mass media should make farmers conscious of the value of jasmine rice as Thai possession.

Mass media should be aware and follow the situations about the land taken by foreigners. Mass media
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should follow the situations and stimulate the government to declare farming as profession for Thai
people. Mass media should play a role in protecting and preserving the rice growing profession for
farmers. The moderate level items were as follows. Mass media should see the importance and
~ follow the situation about the decreased amount of land for growing rice and stimulate farmers to love
and preserve their land. Mass media should follow the situations about the conservation of land for
growing rice.

2.  Role of Mass Media to Give Meanings: Group of experts agreed at the highest
level that Mass media should tell the world that jasmine rice is unique Thai jasmine rice. The world
should know that Thai jasmine is the most delicious in the world. People should be informed of the
natural disasters caused by global warming. The farmers should be aware of the soil quality problems
and ground erosions through burning ‘tor sang’. Topsoil should be protected. Farmers should be
informed of ways to reduce the cost of growing rice through natural growing method. Farmers should
be informed of ways to manage and plan how to grow rice as well as how to manage the land
effectively. Farmers should be informed of ways to harvest to reduce loss during the operation. Bodies
of knowledge about growing rice should be transferred from one generation to the next generation.
The high level items were as follows. The identity should be made that jasmine rice must be grown in
Thailand only to gain the taste and smell like jasmine. People should be stimulated to think that
jasmine rice is associated with Thai farmers’ way of life. Farmers should be stimulated to be aware of
the problems from using chemicals and there should be a campaign to reduce the use of chemicals to
kill insects and weeds. Mass media should play a role in distributing the knowledge about Thai
jasmine rice.

3. Role of Mass Media to Meet the Demands of Society: Group of experts agreed
at the highest level that mass media should promote jasmine rice as valuable assets to Thailand in the
same way as gold or petroleum. The government should be stimulated to solve problems about
transportation and incomplete market chains. Mass media should collaborate to achieve the benefits of
the nation in protecting Thai jasmine rice. Mass media should realize the importance of rice to the
economic system. The higl.l level items were as follows. The government should see the importance
of farming profession to Thai people only. All sectors should be stimulated to realize that Thai
jasmine rice is economically important. There should be a good place to sell good seeds of jasmine
rice to farmers. There should be rescarch and development in the seed of jasmine rice quality. All

sectors should be stimulated to realize the problem about the rice which does not meet the needs of
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_the market, for example, with toxic chemical or with low quality rice. Farmers should be informed of
~knowledge to produce rice which meets the market needs. Farmers should be encouraged to process
"~ their products to gain more value. There should be a trademark. All sectors should be stimulated to

ize the situation about the competition in rice market by Vietnam and Southeast Asian countries.

"~ 'Mass media should see the importance and follow the situation about low quality jasmine rice in the
iﬁaikét.' Mass media should follow the situation about the process of rice production in order not to
‘have toxic chemicals or the process about the ox;ganic agriculture. Mass media should continue to
issue news about the movement in Thai agriculture. Mass media should have a p;'-.irt in the
conservation of culture and traditions related to farming life. The moderate level item was that
people in relevant areas should be stimulated so that Thai farmers get good seeds of jasmine rice.

The suggestions by group of experts about the role of mass media to promote the value
of Thai jasmine rice were as follows. Thai jasmine rice should be a national issue. Farming profession
should be unique to Thai people to prevent foreigners from doing this job and buying the land. Thai
people should be encouraged to love and protect their biological resource, including jasmine rice or
other types of plants in order not to be extinct or to be possessed by foreign countries. All sectors
should realize the situation about the biological resources taken by foreigners and competitors such as
Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos and other countries which will compete against us in the near future. Thai
Jasmine rice should be high price plant for the economic system in the same way as gold or petroleum.
It should be real economic plant. There should be a center to preserve, protect, do research and
distribute seeds to meet the market needs, especially without toxic chemicals. Thai jasmine rice

should be exported to larger markets in other countries.





