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Abstract

This article studies the role of fantasy fiction through the young adult fiction The Secret of the Mirror, which is
the fourth episode of the series KARIN PRITSANA KHADI ATHAN written by Ai. The study found that The Secret
of the Mirror aims to instill self-control in young adults. The story proposes reasons why young adults should not
let their lives being exceedingly overwhelmed by their personal desires. The story shows that doing so can cause
problems and harm to oneself and the society. The novel is imbued with brutality and violence which leads to the
matter of life and death. This is viewed as the writer’s intentions to emphasize the danger of one living life without
self-control but allowing their lives to be led by desires. Terrifying experiences that the main character encounters
constitute the punishment from their violating social norms. In this case, fantasy fiction is deployed as a tool to
illustrate disadvantages of excessive desire. Also, the main character who is a young adult has a second chance
to prove himself as a person, who has been educated and finally agrees to follow the norms of society. Violence
and death in fantasy fiction is, therefore, very important to instill desirable characteristics in young adults. Moreover,
the novel provides a role model for readers. Moreover, It is hopeful that this research has contributions to further
study about violence and death in Thai fantasy fiction for young adults. This is to review and gain an understanding

about violence and death which are the undesirable tradition in writing Thai young adult literature for.
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