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##4881173024 :MAJOR GOVERNMENT

KEY WORD: FREE TRADE AGREEMENT POLICY / HS CHAPTER 07-08
SAEN KEERATINAWANUN FREE TRADE AGREEMENT(FTA)POLICY BETWEEN
THAILAND AND PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA (HS CHAPTER 07-08 [VEGETABLES AND

FRUITS] ) : A STUDY OF GAINERS AND LOSERS. THESIS ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. PISANU
" SANGIAMPONGSA, Ph.D., 147 pp. '

This research studies gainers and losers from Free Trade Agreement Policy (FTA) between Thailand
and People’s republic of China (HS Chapter 07-08). Elitism, Interest Group Theory, Rational “hoice Theory,
and Neo-liberalism are used as the research framework. The hypothesis is that FTA Policy has negative effects
on many Thai farmers, particularly those growing cold-climate crops, while those who grow warm-climate
crops receive some benefit from the FTA. The FTA also beuefits business conglomerates, due to their close
relationship with the Thai Government. The research interviews farmers growing longans, durians,
mangosieens, and lychees, as well as companies such as CP Group. Secondary data sources especially
agricultura! statistics, are also used for analysis.

The research findings reveal that the FTA between Thailand and China has negative iinpact on the
Thai farmers growing cold-climate crops, especially shallots, fresh garlic, and carrots, in that many of them
have had to reduce their production area and quantity while many others have quit their crop-growing career.
On the other hand, farmers who grow warm-climate crops such as longans, mangosteens, durians, and bananas
have gained somewhat. But in particular, business conglomerates such as CP Group have much to gain from
the FTA, due to their large production size, financial stability, know-how, and ability to adapt well to the FTA
situation. The long relationship between CP Group and China also benefits CP Group. In addition, during
Thaksin Administration, CP Group had a close relation with the Government. A number of people having

close contact with CP Group were awarded ministerial posts, possibly adding more benefit to the Group within

the FTA situation.
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