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Abstract

Background: Hope are related to individual perception and ways to reach their goals. Parents who
have high level of hopes can cope with their child disability better than parents who are
hopeless.

Objective: To explore the meaning and importance of hope, and the factors that encourage and
discourage the hope of parents of children with hearing impairments.

Methods: This qualitative study were conducted by interviewing ten parents of children with hearing
impairments. An indepth interview was performed to receive information, and the content
analysis was used to analyze these qualitative data.

Results: The results from parents’ perspective showed that most of the parents defined their hope
as their goal, and hope determines their direction to success. Most important internal factor
that encourage the parents hope was positive thinking of their child condition and the external
factor was the family support. The discouraged factors that parents reported the internal
factors were stress and anxiety, and the external factors were the lack of understanding by
professionals and parents misbelieve their child disability.

Conclusions: Hope in parents, from personal experience, were defined as their goals or guideline for
determination and driven to success. There were both internal and external factors that
encouraging and discouraging their hope. This study suggests that promoting knowledge of
hearing impairment in children to parents and professionals is essential in raising parents hope.
Also, these results can be utilize to develop related national policies supporting parents hope.
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