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Samantakiitavannana:
Analysis an Issue on Sri Lankan’s Cult

Phramaha Phocana Suvaco

and Phramaha Thanorm ARNANDO

Abstract

The objectives of this academic article are to study the
essence of Samantakatavannana and to analyze the issue of
the cult of Sri Lankan people. The results of the study show
that this work focuses on the Buddha’s activity, from the time
of his enlightenment until he comes to the island of Lanka.
Moreover, this work also adds to the story of God Sumana
as the custodian of the Samantaktdta Mountain, the event of
enshrining the Buddha’s footprint, the cult of sacred sites
around the island as a representative of the Buddha, and
the cult of Hindu gods. Such a Hindu god who is very famous
names Upunval (sometime later called Visnu). Vedeha, the
author of Samantakatavannana, considers the influence of God

Visnu. He fears if this cult infiltrates into Buddhist’s ritual, it will
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be difficult to solve. Therefore, he decides to write this work
for eulogizing the Buddha’s footprint on the Samantakdta
Mountain as a sacred site of Sri Lanka and extolls God Sumana

as the custodian of the Buddha’s footprint.

Keywords : Samantakatavannana, Sri Lanka, Cult
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1. UNIN
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UszdRaaiduniressesnssnnsuIniuileteninaiunng
(HaqtiuFandnaiimg deuanuisilidetuinduiilssingau
TRUNTTNNIUINTBINTEWNELAN AatlsnguiiunangnuluaAnis
arronondennnsiiniedednaluroysdl Saseylidn “niwaedn
fagfunyrednldnnssran1109nu 3anIuiuenduays
aInIaRATgNuATIN T guuATinislufiduunsfquung
viaasunny duiusnuiagraanngauy LiGandunn-
a8 i fieninandunT e nTEMsLm daunduunudd
ﬁwﬁfﬁ’umﬁuﬂﬁﬂgLﬁuiuﬁmﬁ§341ﬂﬁqqﬁ1u§ﬂu$ﬁﬂiuL@ﬂﬂumﬁq
YBINTLANDNNTL (W.A. 338-342) AANSUBINALAASTVTDLAREI UL
HaATY duilsgudnhagiidneusiiuanansdainsauros
wazwnsuwienld anvdngunssiidelddndssimdinnadnnis
YTNT0ENIENNELM UazlufiFanunInanse AL
afeiuiuiunn faowmndnann wrznmmnsglugiugnsvas
dnlsgafaasidnifianiiiu dadngdeanisasiai yasandng

" weznWnslwansy, a77annmng wezgasualgn €3AnaA7-
1nel inagnnidus Jlusaysal nA 2 ATUNYNINENA NN YRANN TN T-
NG (NPIMNAMUAT: TeINRNINRNAINTITIN AL, 2553), 178,

? PNEENVNUNNDTEUASANSTITUNR, ANATNMIWA 794 1 ullalng
QUM WIHLAA (NTINNHVNUAT: IINNANNARIAINTUIITINGNAL, 2553),
231.

° qannans, @Saadied (@3 ain: sanmanniTnslunseaTy
FOUWINAITTH (WATLFN: @aazNawnng, 2560), 324.
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FRUNTEWNILINUTLUALTINNIG YTEATUIUAMNIANINDAINT
V9FTTNTIATE LTI NENLNY Vi3ad neninaTuanEaeI918g
mwiandugieslvgl gniiauniaduldinanadnniszunses
WNSLN uavnAnEnAiasziiBaanduiumnismaunaiatu
nduslssifulvimauRnnavansdiu Inslanigasumiieaiuai
AT YR PLATELASANAT AT UAN TN AiudImnging
Anmgilanifuiaiuaianaide iazaansanaumaslia
AALTTAIALYIRT LN IULANANATAI AN TN ARerls 2 1una
HIRINUTUNNNNTLHBTOLN ? YTBINAAUILYIATIUBINITURN
AR NARTIINIA AT D109 TNNEATAINT 2

2. AnwaThazuasANATasiunD) I

AnfTaduA)IuuaLAslaanTzIWMDTE f9tlang)
Wil uilanannnaesdnisianiian ‘ez uaiyninnd (Maneis
NIELUNILNTY) LA TUTRNUA LT LAIANATaluAn) T 1nt
wezsmansediiurinimmn] NienuA N AR aLR BaUNZAINT
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NVNARNTUMIATINANGRT ANTTIALNDAIADULBINTZANGAT H
wrzgnandiilunasunasamiafasrenszgadtlain gy
wrelnstlgn endoeglurln Danfansoanmarsnidaiiuiu 1o
UTeWUS ANWAMNANIEA 18N 1HAING FIUANATaTURAD Y-
o =1 Y@ a o = llv o o Y
Tounuuntl waziammnseiuAsdduasluAa ladseiusaunan
ToAN DA UTITLAUIINIL ML UASANAT AT UAD])-
Tty iunseasrideineaigondtinig waziiudndaes
wrzaftynyinueiunnge iesaniuglasa s i unI= g
a < o ac = e a1 A v
ANNIUANAULUANATNIEWNIAIAWT AUAIANDTIANTAUAE
ANINANNTOUYNAULARYINUTN TN TIANURBNTEINALDTY
MANFIUEUEUAIAUNT WD Ll UL ANATIANTEN
wkanils nuiuluilanaionaesAnissa il Gaiunaanuanias
MBI AIANNDT “WITAMUDTTRAUINIINEIAE TapanaTii
s a v 1 Y < 1
werailaanduaannuglla wezamnsegiuindndenas il
[ I v o 8 YV @ -3 a
wiednum@an ginungfluassnanand laifuanansdaninegille
WITNNUNTTHAUININBT YN EAuE e tuny JLiluioutinaes
wrzAnmugluny Juddulaamnaymawiaassnanans Hapann
Hluagresinegdle Anwgtlladusasaiaaniamsauiansena
Al usFtnawidans Anwgillalitssiusamednnanaone

* Vedeha Thera, Samantakatavannana, ed. C.E. Godakumbura
(Oxford: The Pali Text Society, 1955), 798-802.
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109z Hana9dAniuanatssuIaa T wssdenaNuILngy Lasiag
AaaudsmaniuazAaduindrantunaviings uananntiu nee-
LnDsEdlAUNUEANAT 3 1an laun ANATANANNANIE ANAT
ATUANN TN UATANATIAINT
UszifuAgaiudingaduiividninendasesmssiamn-
Nz TAnnnyse (C.E. Godakumbura) waztdsunang e Gad7
(D.A. Premakumara De Silva) lal&pagmanuLiingn NITLDTENN DY
andeFianldndnunaiiuagg aFundnlginness WnefiGand
Ua1ARAZAY) WILlAANNVINUANNITONTTOUI AN NIANNUDIR IR -
nplietivazidos aulanihas du9995us (Somapala Jayaward-
hana) WALINEITINUBINTENNMDTERD QYNNTAT (LN1IULMAITEN
infinyaiazay) esanadnuisiifianansidennadadinee-
niFmuentunn: weninsypliuaiiuenarsdaamaziammnse
wananiu wezinseiadAnsindman]saneranssifianiudn 2
vinu Ae wezlamanszuaswseynsltlunsy’ faauiudinauy

° wezlwge, 7A979 uilalag uas wudns (Wazuas: laadan
ATANN, 2513), 798-799.

° Vedeha Thera, Samantakatavannana, preface, xi. ; D.A. Prema-
kumara De Silva, “Sri Pada: Diversity and Exclusion in a Sacred Site in Sri
Lanka,” (PhD Diss., University of Edinburgh, 2005), 46.

" Somapala Jayawardhana, Handbook of Pali Literature (Colombo:

Karunaratne and Sons, 1994), 10.
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Peslantag Fe977sULIANNANVRENNANINNGT LNTIENANT Y
szydndntingnamaAitudludatesyand fnszasiindsan
wissnsnfudnuaunnn dauddnypgaAnmaaziuduiieges
WerasianeaITuATANA asanwezinszdifluannisidnennna
WistlTunad s arsuARRAn? mewﬂmummnwuﬁﬁmmm-
inszdndlFunndnsssaRnRFonan® faammiu vnnszmmnse
vWtnegludinydginniaasaseasiaretuindnsrsninmuly

doudasadan s adungn ity findensg
LAAIAINTUART N UNANEVINUW doulvnfasUnsaiudnuiag
szannumaulanaymsAnisssil 18 auianauAUNNaAnaT L
19" LANIENILLARIALA 1ALy (Telwatte Rahula) whii“u‘ﬁ'
Wiudn nezminsvnazuadnAfiandlseanummennas e
17 TnsFouiisuiuduaunimnluanifansnluhous” fasu
AU AN ENITUANANAT aduAnNIuUIUNATlsE IR aY
Uanennarnasasdl 18 wmnazwsziamnsnuAntiaanss

S NITAMNUNNLNILUATANSUNR, ANATHYI99A N1A 2 ullalas
QUM WIHLAA (NTINNHVNUAT: IINNANNARIAINTUIITINGNAL, 2553),
264.

° H.B.M. llangasinha, Buddhism in Medieval Sri Lanka (Delhi: Sri
Satguru Pulbications, 1992), 77-80.

'”Vedeha Thera, Samantakatavannana, preface, ix-xi. ; K.R. Norman,
Pali Literature (Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 1983), 159. ; W. Geiger,
Pali Literature and Language, trans. Batakrishna Ghosh (Delhi: Oriental
Books Reprint Corporation, 1968), 43.

" Telwatte Rahula, “Rasavahini: Jambudipuppattivatthu,” (PhD

Diss., Australian National University, 1981), preface, ix.
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POINTLANIUNLDTY waznszantiumasglugiuzenatsdunansy-
| Yo o A v = ¢ v = a
s Wagldsuanaanlmiunidunszas gaoamaed gl
WIEWNEANAUIAURNTA MINEUTUINMANF I BIAUYNADY 1
UNANNINTTLIMDTzUNaz U lunsU g nsennarau
AU LHasanwIzinszi uARd AudATyIRINTZaNTUNLOTE
waznaaNNIlgunsznnsmauATanu Wiaziiuusaiuniala
TRV UAUN WA NG UATUITTTUNTTH
AMFUINaNITeIANAT A UAYNTNUILTTIA 98 802
WIzANDN LaNUNAY T89775UY (Somapala Jayawardhana) Tntia
dgl/ [~ | = Qll ! v o
Weannilu 6 UFaian na1aae Uaaiany 1 a8 s TusnyIang
UFatany 2 9a28n17aTaaunnsaNsaNlns I Usaiani
3 FEUANTIINNENAIRTa3 UTaiany 4 9aaunsiafainiy
AINIATIN 1 UTalanil 5 91A28N1TLEAAINIEZAINIATIN 2 LAy
UTaLani 6 91A28N17L@AALNIZAINIATIN 3 d@quisn (O.P.
Pathak) laktiiianiaanty 6 UFalandunu nandAe Usaiani
1 luenfunun UFaani 2 91aaennsasendng Usaani 3 91
ARENITTIUENYINNT UTAaNT 4 91608 1TATATDURATANN-
ANIWBYIL UFalani 5 91maanaiafainnzadnt wazisaiani 6

' The Nikaya Sangrahawa, trans. C.M. Fernando (Colombo:
Government Printer, 1908), 23.

'® Somapala Jayawardhana, Handbook of Pali Literature, 133.
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" O.P. Pathak, Samantakatavannana (The Eulogy of Samanta
Mountain) (Delhi: Paramanitra Prakashan, 1990), preface, xix.

' wrzavnddng anfinaiased, “arsnunssnunac esadunng-
AU N3ANENTTURATILAZAIAN,” (ANeTinusARAaRTHINTUTR,
NuAneNaAaling, 2563), 109-110.
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' \ledeha Thera, Samantakatavannana, 512.
" Ibid, 533.

" Ibid, 569-570.

" Ibid, 658-672.
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* |bid, 536-541.
*" Vedeha Thera, Samantakatavannana, 760.
** lbid, 766-770.
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* loid, 764.

* |bid, 790.

2 W?SSJW}‘LHSJLmzLL@mmzﬂmﬁﬁm, fﬁ/ﬁﬁﬁ/”q?dﬁ,ﬂqﬂ 2, 276.

** D.A. Premakumara De Silva, “Sri Pada: Diversity and Exclusion
in a Sacred Site in Sri Lanka,”, 46.

7 NTEHMNUNNLDTEUAZ AT LTUTR, ﬂyﬁ\lﬁ;ﬂ%’)?\?ﬁfﬂ’lﬂ 2, 278.
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*® Vedeha Thera, Samantakatavannana, preface, 539-540, 589,
779, 783, 792, 793-794.

* qaleatl 69TNTITRY, PIENIUNITIE “UNLTENaINIMIL g e
AUENAWINSAAUFDNNEAALYE” (NTUNNNWNUAT: AUGNIUBEANNE
TU57, 2560), 10.

“ oje WFpuinlsyand, UrzdRmansnrsnmsmauluslszinans
AINT (NPUNNNUIUAT: AUNANNNVNINENABIFITNANARS, 2555), 371-372.
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*! Richard Gombrich, Precept and Practice: Traditional Buddhism
in the Rural Highlands of Ceylon (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1971), 110.
% Wimmuwmelmzﬂmzﬁmeﬁm, ﬁNﬁﬁ{JJ'I/?’ifJ\Wl(ﬂ’lﬂ 2, 252.
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9 ‘W‘ZJ‘ZS»J‘W]LL’WS»JLﬂ?%LL@Zﬂmgﬂm‘ﬁm, ﬁNﬁﬁfﬁ\/WﬁQJﬁlfﬂﬁﬂ 1, 171.

* Gunasekara Mudaliyar, A Contribution to the History of Ceylon
(Colombo: Acting Government Printer, 1895), 29.

o ‘W‘ZJ‘ZS»J‘W]LL’WS»JLﬂ?%LL@Zﬂmgﬂm‘ﬁm, ﬁNﬁﬁfﬁ\/WﬁQJﬁlfﬂﬁﬂ 2, 274.

% parakumbasirita, ed. K.D.P. Wickramasinghe (Colombo,1954), 38.
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¥ B.H.M. llangasinha, Buddhism in Medieval Sri Lanka, 195.

% Alutnuvara Devale Karavima, Manuscripts form British Museum
Manuscript, or, 6608, (123).

% W?%N‘M’]H’WNLﬂ?%LL@%ﬂmzﬁ/m"ﬁm, Fﬁlﬁf&/%’?@\?ﬁﬂ’)ﬂ 2, 274.
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* John Clifford Holt, The Buddhist Visnu: Religious Transformation,
Politics, and Culture (New York: Colombia University Press, 2004), 253.

" B.H.M. llangasinha, Buddhism in Medieval Sri Lanka, 196.

** John Clifford Holt, The Buddhist Visnu: Religious Transformation,
Politics, and Culture, 49.
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S NIENVTUNNDTERASATUEITUNR, ANATNIINA 114 2, 261.

“ FaaRuan, 276.

* FaaRuan, 279.

*® Gunasekara Mudaliyar, A Contribution to the History of Ceylon, 49.

T NFENVTUNNDTERASATUELTUNR, ANATNINNA N1A 2, 272.

** Amaradasa Liyanagamage, The Decline of Polonnaruwa and
the Rise of Dambadeniya (Colombo: S. Godage & Brothers, 2018), 150.

* Sidat Sangara Vistara Samaya, ed. Ramalane Dharmakirti Sri
Dharmarama Thera (Colombo: Vidya Prabodha Yantralaya, 1934), 216.
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%0 W?gﬂﬁquqﬂLQ?SLLﬂzﬂmgﬁm“ﬁm, Fﬁlﬁ;ﬁ%’mﬂﬁlfﬂqﬂ 1, 7.

" Vedeha Thera, Samantakatavannana, 779.

o W?ﬁ&lﬂqu’]}lLﬂﬁzLL@gﬁﬂmgﬁmsﬁm, fﬁ/ﬁ;ﬂ”’)’)ﬂﬁfﬂ’)ﬂ 1, 553-554.
% W?gﬂﬁquqﬂLQ?SLLﬂzﬂmgﬁm“ﬁm, ﬁmﬁﬁfﬁ\/mwﬁﬂm 2, 237.
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* D.A. Premakumara De Silva, “Sri Pada: Diversity and Exclusion
in a Sacred Site in Sri Lanka,”, 40-41.

* D.M. De Zilva Wickremasighe, Epigraphia Zeylanica, Vol. |l
(London: Oxford University Press, 1928), 202-218



A7THENTN fﬂiﬂﬁia“ﬂ’m’\?‘lﬂ’NWiZWWﬁﬂﬁ’&u’]

146 e o o - - -
U7 8 atfun 1 (atiusann 14) U 2565

SpAzuiunnguuzulsyamni nafmilansyosdasie,
ANNBAATTI UM LN NGNULLATTDUNTEWNFUIN “NIINTONTY
nasvin 4 wan adalUsiuangisufadynangandan naansu
Tudsaensynnatnmaamszanaan gmsaihunndandm neaihy
srrus11n Aadumpprudaiiuaouiinasnaulng wezsiamu
PUNAT TR T e uiany saifasuuniauy Tne
7RUUTENNNL 10 AN9A UNTRENTENNILINEUNRTAEAINATTN
FinyuEs nayTsaENsENsIMFL AuTLAY e T0iaNTANe
a3 donluseliaunufmalssfsszaireplthunnguue i
anydnylilssAnguuusenanaiunny®
mﬁﬂmﬂ{]rﬁfmmm‘wzgmumﬁﬂﬁﬁuﬁwgmdmﬁ%mmn
2 UsZLAUNAN Nan9Ae 1) LHUWNINZANNABINITIBITI1INU
Hesanniigauaumalildnniszseansermaumiflusiuounin
uananNILLUd s ENIZANELANLED §anTnuaL MU
Ussonnnisssynunsanimngausamsaananus aenadad
muvanguluAnAfwaysdumAnza “smnaymssundslunlnena
WVNNTEQIZUBINVUNNGTE HHEUNTENANANAUANNEANA
ANTTIUATABIUTENIEAELNARNFAUIITNTI9899TA NTIATEL
prasasyduANLTyrifaaa e dwAuduionssiunni e

* Samansirita, Br. Mus. MS. Or. 6679 (123), CALR, 2 parts. 1. 42f.

T WIENVUNNDTEUREATUSLIOING, ANDTHINA NIA 2, 276.

% FoaRenari, 279.

* Savul-sandesaya, ed. U. Dharmasiri and S. Gamage (Delgoda,
1968), 202. ; Savul-asna, ed. P. Aggavamsa (Colombo: T.L. Hendrik,
1925), 188.
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% D.A. Premakumara De Silva, “Sri Pada: Diversity and Exclusion
in a Sacred Site in Sri Lanka,”, 44-46.

°! Gatare Dhammapala, A Comparative Study of Sinhala Literature
(Colombo: Godage International Publishers, 2008), 37-51.
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% H.C. Ray, History of Ceylon, Vol. I, Part Il (Colombo: Ceylon Uni-
versity Press, 1960), 510-511.

* D.A. Premakumara De Silva, “Sri Pada: Diversity and Exclusion
in a Sacred Site in Sri Lanka,”, 134-169.
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* H.C. Ray, History of Ceylon, Vol. |, part Il, 770-773.
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