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Tracing Back Manuscript Lineages
Through Their Variant Readings:
A Case Study from Khom Script
Manuscripts of the Dighanikaya

Bunchird CHAOWARITHREONGLITH

Abstract

The Dhammachai Tipitaka Project has been working on
surveying and collecting more than 100 manuscripts of the
Drehanikaya, which include those from the five major tradi-
tions: Sinhalese, Burmese, Khom, Tham and Mon. From these
manuscripts, forty-eight manuscripts were chosen for editing
a new critical edition. When working with such a number of
manuscripts from various traditions, variant readings we have
encountered in the course of editing the text have come to
provide us a clearer picture of manuscript lineage, i.e. transmis-
sion confusion, and help us track back to the original reading
more accurately than ever before. The variant readings, both
within any one tradition and across traditions, can be used as

tiny jigsaw pieces that give us an overall picture of manuscript
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transmission - in this case the transmission of the Pali canon.
The present paper focuses on studying such jigsaw pieces found
in Khom manuscripts of the Dighanikaya. The study leads us to
the conclusion that Thailand has preserved the transmission of
Pali canon throughout its history without discontinuity in spite of
crises that can cause manuscripts to be lost or destroyed such
as nature and war. In addition, it seems that we have found at
least two sub-lineages of Khom manuscript: pre-Rattanakosin
and Rattanakosin period, with the former being closer to Sinha-

lese and other Southeast Asian traditions than the latter.

Keywords : Dighanikaya, Palm-leaf manuscripts, Khom,

Critical edition, Dhammachai Tipitaka Project
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Afterwards it took nearly a century to reassemble
and reestablish the Pali canon in Thailand by the help
of the Sinhalese and the Burmese traditions, ... As far as
the text is concerned, it holds an intermediate position
somewhere between the Sinhalese and the Burmese
text traditions [A. Taylor: Patisambhidamagga Vol. | ...].°
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® Oskar von Hinuber, “Pali Manuscripts of Canonical Texts from
North Thailand - A Preliminary Report.” Journal of the Siam Society 71
(1983): 75-76.
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