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The main purpose of this research was to study the social, economic and living conditions in dormitories provided for
Rangsit University students as well as their living problems. This research was conducted through survey, observation and the
data were collected by asking 384 students to fill out a questionnaire. The dormitories were divided into three groups: university
dormitory, private dormitory (under the university dormitory network) and private dormitory (not under the university dormitory
network). Random sampling was conducted in specific buildings: female dormitory, male dormitory and mixed-gender
dormitory. Interviews with the director of the university dormitory were also carried out to outline guidelines for further dormitory
management.

Itwas found that:

81.5% of dormitory residents were from upcountry. Most of them were freshmen studying in health sciences-related
faculties. Their total family income was more than 40,000 baht/month. According to the study of income and expenses, the
income of the university dormitory was 7,001-9,000 baht/month, while that of the private dormitory was 9,001-12,000 baht/month.
The expenses of the university dormitory (building, water and electricity) accounted for 27% of its income whereas those of the
private university accounted for 50% of its income. The living expenses (food, traveling, laundry, and others) of students who
stayed at university dormitory accounted for 63% while those of students who stayed at private university accounted for 46%.

terms of living condition, female and male students stayed in different dormitories provided by the university. The
dormitories were fully equipped and the security was tight. However, most private dormitories allow female and male students
to stay in the same dormitory and the facilities depended on the rent. As for security system, most doors of the private
dormitories were operated by keycards, close-circuit televisions were installed and fire exit ladders were provided. It should be
noted that there were grills on windows. Most private dormitories did not provide a miniature garden and an exercise area.
There were two students in most rooms and there were no differences between students' living behavior in those three groups of
dormitory. During weekda”S, they woke up from 07.00 to 08.00, had breakfast from 08.00 to 09.00 and went to bed from 23.00
to 24.00. However, during weekends, they woke up one hour later than normal and 48.2% did not have breakfast. Most
dormitories were located near the university so the students walked to the university.

Problems about environment, the number of dormitory rooms and living conditions arose. The university dormitories
were faced with foul odor, noises from outside and the atmosphere in the room was not suitable for leaming. The number of
dormitory rooms did not meet the demand. As for the private dormitory, the rents were high and the area for performing
activities was small.  addition, there existed sexual problems among the students staying in private dormitories.

Due to the above conditions and problems, three problems should be dealt with as follows: 1. the environment of the
dormitory, 2. the number of dormitory and 3. living condition problems. As for the first problem, there should be measures to
help the students such as organizing 5 Sor activities. As for external environment, most private dormitories do not provide a
resting area and an area for performing other activities. The university should set a criterion for private dormitories which wish to
be under the university dormitory network whereby they have to provide a resting area and an area for performing other
activities. As for the second problem, since the number of dormitory rooms does not correspond to the number of students, the
rents of private dormitories are high. The university administrators are planning to provide more dormitory rooms for students.
However, they should also focus on both internal and external environments to promote a good leamning environment. As for the
third problem, sexual problems result from allowing both male and female students staying inthe same dormitory. The university
should have officials check the private dormitories (under the university dormitory network) regularly.
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