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The Emergence of Thai Conservative Mass Politics

during Thaksin Shinawatra's Era
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Abstract

This article aimed to study the emergence of Thai conservative
mass politics from 2005 to 2006, formed on the conditions of a
representative political institutions' crisis during Thaksin Shinawatra's era.
The study method is based on documents and Ernesto Laclau's theory of
mass politics as an explanatory framework. The findings are in the following
order; 1) Representative Institutions were unable to thoroughly meet with
political needs of various political groups and classes, 2) As a result, those
groups joined to fight against the government, and 3) The People's Alliance
for Democracy (PAD), the lead political group, was able to hegemonize and
lead cross-class mass politics by utilizing an ideology of nation, religion, and
monarchy. Consequently, Thai conservative mass politics successfully
emerged.
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