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Abstract

The COVID-19 pandemic has led to a massive impact on economies and public health
systems worldwide. Thailand is the first country beyond China’s territory where infection of COVID-
19 has been reported. The impact of COVID-19 outbreaks resulting in economic stagnation, and
disrupting Thais livelihoods. Many strategies are put in place to respond to COVID-19 pandemic
including social distancing, temporary travel bans, curfew, and for some period of time - a complete
lockdown. The country has faced economic losses and depression. Marine and coastal tourism is
considered as a part of tourism that contributes to Thailand economy. Therefore, the government
together with private sectors put a lot of effort to reopen the marine and coastal tourism activities
as soon as possible when the number of infected cases decreased.

This paper compiles all the circumstances in relation to infection and responses since
the COVID-19 outbreaks. The impact of COVID-19 on marine and coastal environment has been
identified base on the scientific basis. This paper also synthesizes the integrated coastal zone
management strategies applied for reopening of the tourist beaches. It is suggested that
cooperation from all stakeholders including government, private sectors, and tourists, is needed
to generate the success of “New Normal” on marine and coastal tourism to reduce the risk of

contagion both on the beach and tourism accommodations.
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