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Abstract

This research has following objectives : (1) to study the effects that the
decentralization of the Thai state power has on the promotion of the local democracy,
and (2) to study an appropriate form of strengthening the local democracy. The
target group used in the research was obtained by selecting the specific method,
consisting of 18 people. Data were collected by field interview. Observations and
focus group discussion, It was found that 1) during the year of 1932 - 1996, there was
only one law pertaining to the establishment of local government organizations,
this law encompassed only the form and structure of such organizations. The people
has little participation in the local politics and  governance. During the year of 1997-
2006, decentralization of power became concrete and clear. Provisions were made in
the 1997 constitution for the first and time, enforce the state to decentralize its
power to local authorities. An act was passed, laying out the plan and procedure of
the decentralization of power to local administrators and members of local
government councils come from the elections. It became clear that this had more
impact on the promotion of the democracy. From the 2007 onwards, the process of
decentralization was implemented in accordance with principles laid out in the
constitution of 2007. The local administration organization became the main agency
to provide public services. However, elected representatives who came into power
has not been able to fully promote democracy. Therefore, various movements in the
people’s sector were created and proposals were made to reforming the power
structure of the state, in order to decentralize more power to the people’s sector
and local communities. The coup of May 22, 2014, affected the movement of various
groups. It put a temporary halt to the decentralization process. The implementation
of the decentralization of power, as in accordance to the constitution of 2007, has
not seen a clear direction in giving power to local areas in a manner that would
strengthen the local democracy; 2) an appropriate form of strengthening the
democracy in local areas should be composed of 4 main components: people’s
participation in local politics; provision of local rules and regulation; people’s
consciousness to be responsible to the public or community; and the ability to be

self-reliant and/or self-manage.
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