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4580124922: MAJOR COMPARATIVE LITERATURE

KEYWORD: SHAN ROYAL LADIES IN NARRATIVES / WOMEN'S ROLE IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SPHERES

/ WOMEN'’S ROLE / CONTEMPORARY WOMEN WRITERS
MISS JIRAPORN ADCHARIYAPRASIT: SHAN ROYAL LADIES IN NARRATIVES BY
CONTEMPORARY WOMEN WRITERS: A STUDY OF WOMEN'’S ROLE IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE
SPHERES. THESIS ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. TRISILPA BOONKHACHORN, PH.D. CO - ADVISOR:
CHUTIMA PRAGARDWUTHISARN, PH.D. 170 PP. ISBN 974-17-6666-1

The main objective of this thesis is to study women’s roles in private and public spheres
from three narratives: Twilight over Burma: My life as a Princess (1994) by Inge Sargent, The White
Umbrella (1999) by Partricia Elliott, and My Vanished World: the True Story of a Shan Princess
(2000) by Nel Adam. Another objective of this thesis is to study literary elements and social, cultural,
and political contexts of those narratives.

From the study, it can be concluded that all three stories illustrate roles of Shan royal ladies
in both private and public spheres. In the private sphere, the stories show how their roles as
daughters, wives, and mothers had been changed as those ladies became leaders of their families
and as they had more power in making decisions. In the public sphere related to social and political
issues, Shan royal ladies had played a leading role in calling on Shan people’ s rights and freedom
from the Burmese government. Their existing roles depend on the changing social and political
contexts.

As a result, the narratives showed that women'’s roles in the private and public spheres could
not be separated, especially for Shan royal ladies. Being Shan royal ladies, their private life inevitably
became politic. Therefore, parts of their roles were determined by social conditions such as marriage
for political reasons and mutual benefit in the future or socialization and catering for establishing
international relationship.

As for literary elements, the narratives, based on experiences of Shan:royal ladies, show the
effects of political persecution during the General Newin regime, which resulted in the ruin of the
authors’ families and the Shan State. At the same time, the authors employed their writing as a means
to appeal for justice from the Burmese government. To accomplish this purpose, the authors
combined historical writing, ethnography, myth and fiction with autobiographical elements to present

their experiences and to express their thoughts and feelings.
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During the British Administration, Burma Proper, an area.in which

the Burmans formed the majority of the population was part of India until
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1937 and had always been directly under the British rule, whereas the “Hill
States” were allowed to remain autonomous. When looking at the map of
Burma (Map 1) you will see that the central area or Burma Proper is
surrounded by several states, the main ones being Shan, Kachin, Karen
and Chin States, collectively known as the “Hill States”. The smaller Kayah
States, with Loikaw as its capital, was formerly part of the Shan State,

which also had been ruled by a Sawbwa.”
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Story as a Shan Princess

Members of the Central Government and the- thirty-three Sawbwas
fogether for the Shan State called the ‘Shan State Council’. It convened

regularly in Taunggyi to discuss policy and the welfare of the ,oeo,o/e.48
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The conference lasted for week, during which Bogyoke -Aungsan
achieved what he had wanted. He had manged to persuade the leaders of
“Hill States” to accept his proposals. Thus, on the 14" of February, 1947

the Sawbwas decided the fate of the Shan people along with their own.

2 ANANWAN 1.

* [FaaLAeIaf, utin 28-40.
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They had signed the “Panglong Agreement” with Bogyoke Aunsan, who
represented the ‘Burmese Democratic Party’:

“The Shan State would become part of the Union of Burma.

The Union of Burma was to be one country of several states, each
state with its system of government, and remain autonomous.

All races in the Union will have equal rights and freedom.

The present Sawbwas would be life members of parliament, but
their descendents would have to undergo election to become members.

The “Panglong Agreement” was binding for a period of ten years.

After ten years, if the union should fail, the Shan State would be

104
free to secede.”
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Gulping on his words, the driver told them what they knew, at 10.30
a.m., just as the business of the day started, gunmen burst into the
Executive Council chamber. Prince Sam Htun received two bullets to the

head; he was alive but not expected to last the night. Six other council

* Nel Adams, My Vanished World: the True Story as a Shan Princess, p. 113.
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members were already dead, including Aung San, the Father of

Independence. He was shot thirteen times.”

agelefinan n1sseigassuyniniiudellaudiialiedui 24 heuiuenay a.A.

q @

%

1947 TnauntityaiRaassgassuucy ludaandn ¥ dedszmadn “ann1innan”  (Union  of

7 49 q @

Burma) #n131inAsesssul 2 an1 Aa ANIRLNRIIHST (House of Delegates) Hanun@inanuau
250 AL ANANIUTNAR 4N TUTIR (House of Nationalities) UsenaumisduidnfAiniann

NANAANTUA TN N TR UNANANRINEN HANTNA 11 125 AR

1 1 GO % = 1
2.3.2 daansauaslnluniiflusguisluanninmain

neuasaniguianaitszniAB s niladul 4 \RBUNNTIAN A.A.1948 T4
HufunisdugaranuduenaniiaugasdimFenivlalsenialiFgsssuynyativd A.A.1947

duigassuynyrestszmansialugoaiug yamiuuienizuuss vdsainnisdaTinyeeed

= Ta— a [ a

FIUAAAINTUIETUTARINNIINT FUIANHFRNT YA LN N ARNTaHas WU sz AFY

(]

% [ %

dudsiindiuiguiandsaindsenaddasninaesnsda lAmesaninew uanainiinguausie

49

| = v = 2; = MYy v ¥ dl
bYW NTLUTEN HAtY RIITRY "T]\'Wl\‘lﬂzlﬂﬁ‘ﬂ\?LL@%N@QAiNi@@\‘IHLLWHL%W?QNﬂ?%ﬁNWUW\‘]V@QQ
FEINITULNULENITENFRIALLAKIDIAL
dl 1 o 1 v = o W 0 Y 1 4
dunirdainmda uldazinisna “rannadilienand LL@QEQﬂﬁ‘Wﬂ{]ﬂ’]ﬁ‘m’ﬂmquLLﬂz
= % 1 1 1 1 dl 1Y I 1 “i/ 1
L?Hﬂﬁ‘ﬂ\‘iL‘ﬂﬂ?’mﬂ‘ﬂﬂﬂqmﬂuﬁmﬂﬂﬂ%l@m@ I@EIL@W’]Zﬁﬂ@‘ﬂﬁuﬂh\lﬁl’]?qw?%‘i Tannasl1anang

%

R X S X 3 o ; $ v ade a
%mumﬁmmmﬂuﬂmmmmﬂﬂmmu QHWWN’W‘M@’]EﬂuWﬂﬁﬂWNLLfﬂﬂVNﬁ’lﬂ'}ﬁ@umLLZW

=

suuselaeBuanass 9uld9801919937AUAN99 19 “Dapnasiienans”  1NATY Basunau
=X a 1% dl | ] 1 d” ] é’(zv 1 :
sfaenaauldulauenguusedsudsunguausremanil witlyuaiideldnunduly
siaideg wlan1seAunlauenigaunsnialul a.A.1948 Joyuaisesnguanidauia
49{ N 1 dJ 9; dJ = [ 1 1
UNIBN AMNNENLINT2E Yot anilelunisdszanuaaudutdiviialaimeaiuszndnansn

o 1 ] N v 1 :j/ 1% ! 4 I P4 ] 1 a A
Uﬂ@N’ﬂulﬁ]’Nﬂﬂ@iﬂﬂﬂ’]i‘LLﬁ]\W]QL@’m’lﬂimﬁ L@'HN']LN@QE@QM"JELLMQVLV]GLMELILﬂuﬂﬁ‘SZﬁ’]u’TﬁUW

XK A J a A 1 v ! d’j = al
FINAINDUUILE U TUAALLINYBIAWAINNL LL@ZL@W@QHimuLﬂﬂLﬂuWﬁ‘z’&‘J’]ﬂJ‘ﬂﬂﬂNﬁ’]mQ

= o d! | % dld 1 ¥ dl 1 1
LEIRUAN SINLﬂuL@’]u’NVINUVIU’WITMﬂ’]?ﬁ@QLWﬂLﬂﬂ?’]‘ﬁﬂﬂQVLVISLMQ_/I@’mWNW

* Patricia Elliott, The white umbrella (Bangkok: Post Books, 1999), p. 182.

* [FaaLAeniu, Ut 29.



36

-

- gﬂﬂgw 10: 1]daeln
#NN: Patricia Elliott, The white /mbrella (Bangkok: Post Books, 1999), N 103.

..

a A o
gﬂmw 11 HUUNAUERUAN

n: Usnell @369, tudauAINBANAEIN (Te9lUN: aNUUI813, m&ns), YN 293,

atnglafinn udazfayanannanaung e susluaciuiiuasaudaaiuiadniann

o |t=ll dI o o ?:/ I3 dl nll 1 ¥ @
ENANBENE muﬂumﬂm‘guum AN ﬂ?ZLﬂu‘Vm\i‘ﬂu’WZﬁﬂH’]ﬂ?ZﬂﬂUﬂ"J‘F;Iﬂﬂﬂ uleuneaag

a A dl dl ¥ o 1 A o 1 dl < =2
f uﬂﬂﬁl@ﬂﬂﬂﬂjuﬁ]q\?"]LW?']‘ZHIHU']HV]LﬂﬂQﬂﬂQﬂUﬂ@Nﬁu@JNuﬂﬂ33~I'1ﬂﬂ’3'7°|/]LﬂuLLﬂzﬂqﬁ‘ﬂﬂE’q

a 9 q
v '

o A o o =2 A 1 4 = % a a =<
u‘iﬂmﬂmwugmmmy’LumiﬂﬂmﬁtymLimmimmuu@ummmzﬁwﬁ ﬁ‘QNVL']JENLﬂﬂﬁ"m

o O

J 4 :l/ ¥ Y ¥ 1 o 1 2/4‘ é’ ?/ Y & v dld
ﬂﬂﬂﬁuﬂQNu@ﬂuul‘MLﬂlqi’ﬂﬂ‘ﬂﬁl’]\ﬂ]ﬁL@uLLﬂzﬂ‘ﬂ\‘lLLVIEN?I‘L& mmm‘lmuumﬂmemﬁtywmu

ni’ [ =2 o
L?m\im@umﬁ@quu



37

a = aln vy tzll [ dld | 1 & o A 1 1
WINHA m‘i*mimﬂm:mmmﬂuu‘ﬁﬂmmmg HWNM@%HHQNM@EIMMMQ@@ %unzguuaﬂ

Y 4 =

Ausguransi Beeaaula narnagdlddng uiwwdaziaudnminluzesaunguies

'
o )

TuneuanAdgiuea suLAn1andeldaeiu Tage waeluEasana naasndiiluEes

a 9
1

BITNTIFLNINE WAL BN ABYBITI A DIUTATADUNNVTONAIAN T UEITUUANG A ULAFNT
] dl a = o 1 <6 ¥ a = o 2/901 |9oj = o N
udounilaresuiununefumnesaf uiuhuaeiu lduanuiiibaatiu wnauie

dl 4 o 1 o % a Y o
duidasiuynauaasdaeiuaieauasy Winulsznea

sUnIN 12: 9 U

f111: Patricia Elliott, The White Umbrella (Bangkok: Post Books, 1999), p. 256.

v
o o =X

1 o o 1 | ¥ 4 [% a v
atiu g 4 Adliatuayunisuanfageanguane 1ag g 3 fesnisliiduiyines 14

F99TNYYALT NdiudIagsazaiiapandutniiclaneniussudnendwaz nguause
[ % zj/ =X

Aatiu g i Asldauladnfuinguanlaazaunnidudinannin lnaaziiuaulnlug newdes

D

A G;VLS/ = 1

visanzaun s ieusfasianannsalunstinnilsunAganuasyaEes g yasneneny
o a d’ dl 1 1 1 = 1 a o U
memmul,mwmLﬂumqﬁmm@mumﬂ Iﬂﬂﬂﬁ‘t@qﬂﬂﬂﬁ‘ﬁﬂ‘]‘_‘f’]LLNuSLMQJvL‘]JELNQULLﬂuﬂﬂﬂ@'VJ

= o 1 o =2 e o A o 2!/ o ¥ A 1 = ¥
WWandednuangmanisdnsn Minleuiuwislssinaavinlvnaledluiemnsie] daanudnla
o dp dd” 1% = o 1 =3 1 d’j o o 4 1
AUINTUNTITANUFUANTRULIRETY aeelainin Avunenanumadnauinlings

guAN9HANFANd e ndnsaired i ugauidegndmusssunsdinaulldsenauiy

o o

1 dy P dl ya A o/ Y o :'/ ¥
ulgunaduila Aty “dasnasdanany” °V]Lﬂﬂiﬂ@‘ﬂﬁiﬂﬂ'}ﬂmﬂI?]Qﬂﬂﬂ@’m@‘ﬂﬂ']%ﬂ,ﬂ ANUU LN

k1)



38

[ %

g 1 WeeNdn lRnssanfufingunguiesuaneafusfsin ldlscaunauduianad

U

AANIlE
da/ v A o o ¥ a 1
wananiludunisiiiasnisinases Sgunanatsdadunsnuasianisnielulnlug
TnanenaufazinanalnseadranisnasesaaanaesinlugAeszuuddn Tnalud a.q.
1952 57014 IAWANAIAMENTTNN1ITUNIUTINALIET AENTTNNITADLAIUNTUNATEIVRITT
211 (The Shan Stares Administrative Enquiry Commission) iavglaidesiszangugngnlvny
I o @ o v = Y [ a ' ¥
dndsaiureuiusruunislnasasaasiaiausald drldiuseuAndiesnnldszuunng
Unasesrdalaniunun egrelsiniuamenssunisignasianly wisdensgunalsiauali

v a o g 49/ A a a A A all v
U??@WL@’W‘W’WEIHL@ﬂgquumiluﬁﬁuu@’]%ﬂ?ﬂ\iLﬁJ’ﬂQLLZWEIﬂL@ﬂ@i‘ﬂﬁiuﬂ%‘ﬂﬂﬂ?’ﬂQLE\I'ﬂ\WﬂN‘Wiﬂ

1& o ¥

seylilufgassuyny TelungaussaidaihuadusieuesinlugyAdseseenasunnluiennas

1% % o

ﬂué‘vgmﬂwmﬂﬂLﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁumumaw'ﬁlumiﬂﬂm‘mLmzﬁﬁ unfANALANAUAIABL LT

[

Fqunadnassliull A.A19597

'
A a o v

wlatnewes g ¥ Aana19aieaninaeLwAatads luEesdnssewanidennasly

q

=3 o o/

atnann nlugiesii@nindauterasasdelurinnaesndiduiy dsiuludaalndasunnun

1
a

= 1 a (% a 1 =] QI = 1 A 1 1
10 ‘ﬂLLWQ@VIﬁIMﬂ’]?LLHﬂM’JL‘ﬂu‘ﬂ’&?ﬁi‘ﬂ’]ﬂ’&ﬁﬂ’?WWNW@\‘iL?NNﬂQNLﬂ@@uvm'llﬁl’]\‘l“]‘ﬂ@\‘ivlﬁlfliﬁﬂal

a 47{ ! { 1] 24 u‘/ 22 | %
Ratu W nguunAnunny teudntesmeviduie g
dszinunilaniinauasdauazuanduluulaueaes g y M lnlunjae Tull a.a.
1947 na9mAIfinAusivgnneanIdsauaeniatadaaunaassfdaasudn g nlunuas
d”/ dl a 1 il/ ¥ o = b4 o
peneunAsauAguAuLaLin g uaaqn Tuanetiues g 3 idszniangdunisAnniauiy
] O o ¥ v a 1 o A ¥ ! ¥ [ 1 O o @ Aa ot ¢£I a
derindammadn lddshuunundariun tneadrsdndiundulaneasindsfiniugs d9munNas
¥ v o 5 o o 1 ° 1 [ P O o & A at
wdnlaiinnsdnsenesnadsmmansntszanniaresinlunieg ud wazilonesnnasinius
naunnasasn il nasnimsnsiinaulisennawinnaulduszdaiunasniasiuengsunnan™
& o 1 % a Y o 1 2 O ] I dl (8 é’
wan1sifenanaasisastuaadanliiungudvn nlucietnswn @uunnisaingei

danARaanULan luiEas The White Umbrella T9RNmauNUss81elAenfUnNd1dInunsidiin

" FaauRenn, Utin 40-45.
%8 Silverstien, Burma Palitics, 819048 WINNA m?‘I‘ﬁfi, PN 63.

* 4le0il @399, suilauAtunauAgIN (Faalud: a1uuIaNT, 2528), Ut 235,



39

e ludasnasniasiniusiadnnvg Geafrepanuasdalfdusndeuanlurasaniuasala

21893UNABENNIN

On September 23, 1952, the new President declared a State of
emergency in Shan State. In December the Burma Army assumed
administration of the state, declaring martial law in twenty-two of the thirty-
three Shan principalities. (...)

Under the declaration, the army steered Shan State like a
juggernaut. Sao was immediately suspicious of their motives. Most of the
principalities falling under martial law were in the south-west, far from KMT
territory. She sensed deceptions within deceptions, just like in the days of

the old Mandalay court.”’
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TNNQN SSIA

He was particularly interested in a group called the Shan State
Independence Army (SSIA), a new off-shoot of the Brave Young Warriors.
Unlike the Warriors, the SSIA had a modern constitution and a political

programme, and was led mostly by students.®’

1 (<3 = A 5> 9o = a A dl 3// A 1
ﬂil’]ﬂiﬁ‘ﬂ[ﬂ’]ll ﬂ@mmwmmm@LL@szi:ﬂ%ﬁmwmmqmlummzuum nad Shan

qQ

State Army WFaNFANAUINNGN SSA wardadAnInwniiesdsagnials SSA a1uau 2 ngu

A2 Shan State Command Council (SSCC) WAz Shan State Progress Party (SSPP) NN

q

Anaulull A./.1964 a1nn19998A T UIRINgNN2IN1a95197 TneHuuINTaauAweEBd

Hnadauilugtinga®

31N 15: nagyin SSA

Au: Patricia Elliott, The White Umbrella (Bangkok: Post Books, 1999), p.343.

ngN SSA Hummadeuafulszsuaninisatasu Inadntinosulauisuazgua

Fawulszanm sauisaqsgnisdnend dsdsngadesiuluGes The White  Umbrella 7

*Ibid., p. 295.

o o ]

* Wafina FILTR, TUNFNUBENUTFUIANAT, WD 67-68.

£



44

NANMDNLNUINTBINUNNALEAUAN “The Shan State Army (SSA) made her chairperson of
their war Council, which would set policy and garner outside sup,oort.”69
a A o = [ ] 1% % a A
WmAEerAuenaInaziduNrmlzeandae lndninaesiaiasdss s U s uAAL
1 Y o a ] v o Y v o 1 1 aal v
uwsnaeansitudadafusnnaesgudresiugs fyygudndnlunisdulandteenainuaniiandos
wazanuANdNudna N Lariiluinn1sileseaeaea A gINIUAAL NANAANAIYA
a A o K Y o 1 [ I o v a 1 1 [~1 Aﬂl o il/
PN UAIAS AU sz N AR tiedalandn azatiuayunsfans nTunjadiefing Al
KR Vo o A 1 v o 1 1 o o é‘
N mAAL i FuAA NI La s LRaa Nl ssaauLazngugvin Inlunjatneunn neasniaeil
o 1 = a a a o o I uI/ 1 1 [~ o 1
Mneuetailszdnsnintaefiindeminsnszanaagiinnlug etslsfinan nreudangu SSA
a [ 3 v (3 v o o = £ a
nnaNdaLdaneluwaraatadan1apn e ulszaind neIn1ae SSA assadyAUNUINad by
=) 1 v k73 % v ¥ v o Y [ 1
1 A.A.1976 TALYU A1 1 LAZIANTI D 8a9aE (190109 B4 BavinenauudstinaNatiungs
1) Fasiuanaumdagunluaisfides dulsngedaeiulubes The White Umbrella ¥

nanaieAuuanuanlungy SSA it lignisgyAunuanasaeingu

The following months were chaotic. The SSA 1% Brigade ended up
fighting a band of fellow Tai who were allied with the Brave Young
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However, one of their most recent victims, Nobel Peace Prize winner
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, has succeeded /in focusing world attention on
their crimes against their own people. Only such attention can release the
gentle peoples of Burma — be they Shans, Karens, Palaungs, or members
of the other ethnic groups — from the oppression that has devastated their

lives for the past three decades.’

° Nel Adams, My Vanished World: the True Story of a Shan Princess (Cheshire:

Horseshoe Publications, 2000), p.214.
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Most Importantly, | wanted to use my experiences to record the

history, culture and society of a certain period for all future generations. |
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also hoped that people might read my story to discover how war and

political instability, in a country, affects the lives of its ,oeo,o/e.4
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The original Tai of Mongolia, the local scholars believed, were
gradually pushed southward by successive Chinese emperors until finally
they arrived in Yunnan — Land of the Southern Cloud — and there
established their first kingdom in 629 AD. It was called Nan-chao, “the
Southern Lords”. It was written that whenever the Nan-chao king went out
from his palace, a large retinue preceded him, carrying billowing
standards, feathered fans, and a parasol of iridescent kingfisher’s
feathers. He raised a stout-walled capital, Taliful, on the banks of a wide,
placid lake. [...]

After Kublai Khan’s soldiers stormed Talifu's walls on January 7,
1253, the Khan’'s southward sweep was soon brought up short by the
Jjagged mountain. Safe behind the peaks. flourished the second, more
southerly, Tai kingdom. By now it was greater than the first, stretching
west to India’s Assam, east to-Thailand’s Chiang Mai, north to Sip Song
Panna, and south to the Burmese delta and the Gulf of Martaban. The Tai
people spread themselves even further, into modern-day Thailand, Laos
and Cambodia. They took on characteristics of their own, but always
looked back on the highland people as Tai-long — “the Great Tai’ — their

founding culture.’

® Patricia Elliott, The White Umbrella (Bangkok: Post Books,1999), pp. 31-32.



66

anfedne wenanuanslfiiulsziRaanflugufinsienisenendneiuae s
18 I lunuda seazidand1eineudiazieuliiunisaienanwlnlugjesdlssing R
aziauldannnisaenldlscdfaiansuaznisusdaiinniunlinaazaans usanaudaldsog
ANLINIUATY TnAaeaneA1 189 e RS T19MTIUnN ?ﬁ'uﬂuﬁummﬁﬁuﬁlmmum
Tauaeen Usenaudungugaudoulugidurionzdunn mmﬁﬂmﬂgiuﬂ@ziﬁmmﬁqﬁ
Fnenuzingenufandssuaialaviafiunniiula (Exotic) 1‘1_|f‘1“umm:|,§mﬁuj U A9
wesnunEenFR A faeenan T seiuagifiEnisunsne ‘it was called Nan-
chao, “the Southern Lords”. It was written that whenever the Nan-chao king went out
from his palace, a large retinue preceded him, carrying billowing standards, feathered

fans, and a parasol of iridescent kingfisher’s feathers. He raised a stout-walled capital,

Taliful, on the banks of a wide, placid lake.”" Tan1s a1 anEsidiaaian winlvey

'
1A =

Tigtraula sauianisngisziusiaanldlszdfaansinlnnnissazideaguiini iy
31 Ausaunlugiiufusaunianngaresuariansazaignouy dnuindnelug)lnang
= 1 1 o 2’/ 1 o a = ¥ o rdld
wardnguaunszanaagialilvialunia ne a9 duns uarduine nasldlsedfaansng
i 1 zv o v @ 1 ] lﬁ‘ Idl L% o 1 1 a %
ianduidain lidiugn avangeiesaesinluainensuusesgninauestieldgfsssnsae
o 1 dl 4 o dl 1 o 1 A 1 o
nawinwesnulatu Teazieuldludaaiiunnlunjgninasasesinaluymassniauiv
uanaIndnisusseanglszdfmanslusruunaenuiauaznisanandofiuaes
Y oo o - = = Y A v =
nlunjuda felinnsussenatlszifmansaedsiassdaediasiauniuazaasioadnsog ud
wrdanman gilssiusWisnaaziaaan1etsedfmanslua1uunaanin eI BiIuaEnIg

Y Y o ¥ a

w2 o 4o o o v ey .
ansndnadustivaziaan Feialidanudnlaginasnaruisnazieulimiiuaauiuln g
wazWmuIn1sresdsannlug)lsagqem
o [ [ % dl A a oY o = 1
Avfudneuziaasaa nnsussanalsydfransiudinunaznisidaslulnlung) Tne
Frussenalsedidnanludoalinisaneininian degenquianseansiwazinlug
£ o o aa =K 1 o v tﬁl o a ¢ &
Huleiusussenadznistinnseanin 108Ny nnusmAnszid1 U Tudundrieacs
£ 1 v a = 1 o ?/ o ac v 1
garinereanin hlfe8uihauaznisneanugresen du viedeussanedgnisdinlnasesinlg
o o ?:/ dl dl [ v 1 1
29989N9 1 NsUsTEewnITalluaiuasanianaieh 2 diuwdtdnasesnsuarinlug

Auituuiasnsnlan aAuneeNtanuanaIasIawt nnslasaenIIasniILay

" Ibid., p. 31.



67

v
v o =

THEANNEINOE BeHNIAUINNTIRITTUNA LU N F TN UATAULAZ N1 TIN5 se N 2891 E
o 49 49 49

Q9

'
Ay o o

WALWAU uanaInl fussenamnnisaitlsedRmansaadunianiuluuiumenisnl 8888 s

a

R REE LY ﬁqﬂizﬁqwmﬁﬂﬁﬂmwmﬁi@ﬁmﬁﬁmmm AAN1TIRIUNENALUAY Tadana it

o K

unAnwnsrduaendusuaunin n1efaNmaesrung N lunsisauneinluglunis

FAdIUNIMNINNUNDLONIT FBI919909 U A UATAIINLFAIAEYUATLLLANES

DR

[

ANTingm1A i m@l,ﬁmwmLLmVLﬂmJﬁmmmuLﬁ'mu@zﬁuwuﬁﬁu@ﬂw
WULLUULATEN91Y ﬁﬂwmxLﬁ@m‘luﬁ@ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ*mmwﬂiz’iﬁmmﬁmﬂﬁmiﬂumLL@;V,
WHHANKATUAUDE] Tt lnlwejuaznsindpanufaadesduiusiuunudlusa uidnazduy
Auduus I lun1sau Tnapewluasiaaiuianainiladananeilsznis 1w Arufasnig
ﬂ?@‘um?@qm*wmmﬁiwmﬁﬁqmummymﬁmiﬂum’ pan AN szSRAansAfinag
grutinAunauniatnenauiy 9o lAsulsunanisdnasesnsnuasnlunjuuy “uiiauen
wazdnases” Tuseudnadueininiiauaessenys ﬁmmaiﬁwmLL@:T,msluaaiLmemﬂﬁumﬂ%u
SAMTA

anfinanaundnedi Wuiundanmd udaulszdfmansinlunilu The  White

Umbrella 14 2 ansouzlansousidunisdeulsedfdansuuunnans (official history) Aali

muazduaviedeyatseiRmnaniinll aaunsomgnuldmuwidedse Raansinlug 3o
ﬂ?uﬁuﬁfimmn@:m My Vanished World: The True Story of a Shan Princess gl
u@ﬂmﬁ@mné’ﬂ@zﬁuﬁr My Vanished World: The True Story of a Shan Princess LRS!
UsedRMIanTILULNINNAT (official history) N1 1HuAn ferhisedRmiansdausinaaslssiug
wnuzat]nlnnuazlszdfmansasaunia (personal history) uisznaudnlisdaaiu neld
UsesRAan Fluan T o ud Ui an UL HaNA a1 us sl se SR AN @R Fda usa Ty
UsesRAnanfuuLnientg netlsesRaansaauifulss iR ansfinnaintszaunisal
mmmqﬁwm;jﬂazﬁuﬁ‘@?i'qLﬂu@m?ﬁ‘nzﬁﬂﬁﬂiﬂuaj daulszdRAansiuunienisiy
UszaRananslnlueyvinly Azuduls

Tag lﬁ;ﬂ\‘i My Vanished World: the True Story of a Shan Princess ﬁm?l,wm?ﬂgﬂl,m‘]_l

= a ¢ 1 a a‘d‘ o ] 1
UL UNWNUIEIRAN GRS Iﬁﬂ@’ﬂﬂLW]iﬂ’ﬂﬁq!Lﬂuﬁ‘tﬁz UsedRA1anTNUILAUS @Quiﬁﬂq_,lLﬂu

'
1 R A o

‘ﬂl ‘ﬂl o/ /e . -8
Fasranaafudszdfauduniaesinlug selidaneuziiuilsedfmansuuunianig Tae
usseneAusase InlunjenanwniainnismeuldreslssimAiugaaniauisdangedun

UnAsasaIndnaiuEes The White Umbrella (1152 My Vanished World: the True Story



68

of a Shan Princess Hamsjannnglunisiisaazidannaaiudsyifimanflfdunugiuun
L d‘ 4 1 dl L d‘ P2 = o
geu ieazlimauannudunivesinluguazialiidnlagessnlaieg Tnainistinaue

v

Usedfmransasdoasnsulanaian 2 Inaanisdundslnlugjaeedyuaui g uud
a9ATN AaNNEn9Teansdynlnaans nstauedsedRmanfadaasnsuianaion 2
wazilsrdfmansiaessauidynyndramasadunisiiauelszdfiAransinugian
Uszaunisningg Inenisiauaizassaanddilszaunisalnsainideuinuazidunlu
' 1 dl [ = [ 2 ] =X ' a o dJ
dousine NlAeailasfunsuls W neauussenanin1sdsauidyyntiman dadu
a o dl dla/o/ aI/ 2 1 ¥ Yo a 4 % e‘d” k% 1
ausdyoyrmidunFaniinlid idaneaeadiusa glasindodrdscgudon Tuntsniiiduy
v 1 a Y a o 1 nilj 1 A o v
A8LATUATIAN WA aFantaunae A nsusstnaauBdnyrynnananglutasil Taiearinli
windsedRaanslugagiu wigemnn liiuisaazidensiie lddnaziduussainiansagun
1 ﬂl v ¢ =R v o v dl o ] dal 1
FANIUANBNT NiaNaaAUNINaINniA NI ANTevdlss s I fe Tednwasiguilly

ﬂmﬂgimmﬂiﬁﬁ ANansialll

The conference was part of larger festival and drew many people
not directly involved in the political process. Extra accommodation for
hosts and guesses was provided by the licensees who were contracted to
hold gambling games. As this was such an important conference, Mother
decided to accompany father and Audrey and | went too. Father was
allocated a place nest to the conference venue from which we discovered
we could hear almost-everything that went-on in the assembly hall. Thus,
our place became the centre for relatives and friends, who were eager to
satisfy their curiously. (...)

At times, the words were clear as British Colonialism was
denounced to loud cheers and at the end of the meeting, the hall erupted

”»8

with cries of “Out, Out, British Out”.

® Nel Adams, My Vanished World: the True Story of a Shan Princess, p. 112.
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The Shans and various hill people quietly smiled at prospective
buyers, while the Indians and Burmese used more vocal sales methods.
The variety and originality of their wares inspired Thusandi to go on a
shopping spree. [...] She chose delicately crafted Shan hats — lots of
them — water containers made out of dried gourds, hand-woven silk
longyis, brooms in ‘all shapes and sizes,toys crafted from bamboo,
lacquer containers, finely woven mats, and many baskets. [...]

Special fragrances attracted her to the foot stalls, where traders were
offering food staples and snacks. pf every imaginable variety. She has
never seen rice grain in SO many shades and beans in so many colors.
Coriander, cinnamon, dried chilies, and palm sugar, not to mention Shan
thonau (fermented soy bean cake) and Burmese ngapi (fermented fish

,oasz‘e).9

° Inge Sargent, Twilight over Burma: My Life as a Shan Princess, p. 40-41.
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| early January of 1954, The SS Warwickshire was gliding toward
Rangoon, ready to deliver its load of cargo and the two dozen passengers
who were assembled on deck, eager for arrival. They were under the spell
of the symbol of Rangoon, the Shwe Dagon. Pagoda, whose golden rays
had caught their eye when. they were still thirty miles downstream. Most of
the passengers, including Sao and Inge, his Austrian— bride, were
mesmerized by the brilliant splendor of this- 326-foot bell-shaded stupa,
which was plated with solid gold and tipped with diamonds, rubies,
sapphires, and a huge emerald to catch the rays of the sun. [...]

The expected skyline of the city of Rangoon did not materialize;
even the golden Shwe Dagon Pagoda was no longer visible. Instead, a
number of small boats caught her attention. As they approached the SS

Warwickshire, Inge saw that were filled with people dressed in brilliantly
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colored garments: red, blue, yellow, pink, green. She had never seen so

many colors in clothing before, and she stretched to see more."’
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Religious observances and festival, or poys, marked the passage
of time. Beginning in-July, they observed the Buddhist Lent. The days
were spent in quiet contemplation, commemorating the time the Lord
Buddha descended to earth from the heavenly abode of celestial beings
fo teach his- mother about the  Eightfold Path to Nirvana. N0 one was
allowed to marry, build a new home or engage in celebrations until the

moon turned full in late September or early October."

" Ibid., p.11-13.
"Patricia Elliott, The White Umbrella, p.46.
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After the religious observances, the prince’s men opened two tall
white umbrellas in the Hall of Audience, signifying that the twice-yearly
Ceremony of QObeisance, or Kadaw Poy, was in session. The Great
Saopha took his place on a gold divan between the umbrellas. The Chief
Minister had a cushion facing the throne; behind him. All the Myosas and
village heads of Hsenwi state knelt on the shining teak floor.

(...) one by one the officials crawled forward to the feet of their Celestial
Lord to perform the kadaw, touching their heads to the shining floor, palms
pressed together, prayer-like. They presented pyramid-shaped offerings of
fruit, rice, flowers and banana leaves, artfully arranged on pedestalled

silver and gold p/az‘ters.12
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Most Shan people have a pale cream complexion, often with rosy
cheeks because they work in the open air. With a few exceptions they
have straight black hair. The women wore a short or long-sleeved jacket
or blouse, with five buttons usually made of gold and precious stone. The
“sin”, was a long skirt reaching just below the ankle, with a black band at

the waist."”
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On the left, the Bawgyo Pagoda beckoned pilgrims to stop for a
prayer. This white, bell-shaped stuba with its gold jeweled tip, or htee,
was the reason for these annual festivities.~According to legend, Sao
Nang Mon, a Shan princess. from the ancient Shan Shan Empire of Mong
Mao (which had its capital on the China border near Namkham), had
rested on that very spot on her flight home from Ava, where she had

been residing as an unhappy consort to the king of Burma. Deeply
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grateful to be on Shan soil again, the princess had had a pagoda built

there.14
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" Inge Sargent, Twilight over Burma: My Life as a Shan Princess, p. 38-39.



77

aee1nanswdnennazananad LN faRsiuguagnisnaniniiazeany luiaqiiu

1 !
o <. < Ly o b4 a ] [

ANUNULBIADUNANAAV Tt 19NIzIantueq feasiiauliiiuaonu@e i ulAutenand
= = v A Ay = g |
219U WraN1sRszUaUNTTLUNATELULE B IAA LN ARNAELADAA NI UG TUNNBE 1S
a9uy asveuliiiudssindl seidouuuuunuMmdBeuuRTUTe9NgNTW Larn 948N
! o 1 4 dl o= ' 11 d’ = 1 ] o
dnenenTmusIINENUININAIEuIuR IHAUNanaIN{ug Tl Sl aniAsiafaauamluly
Tinjatinannn wanainil deasfenlidingy nlua/ldldilunguaudne widunguawlug
TneInlunidunguaunileneglungua1Aiugn GanszdnnszanuAaniug1uATaLARNIY

a = o = ¥
UTNMeTaAziuaaniaa A

3.4.3.4 mslagilnandsznay
sunndidsanglueudauie 3 3w doulugiflugdninynnauas

Aa A ¥ 5 A1 1 & = > 2 v =
sUnmanunNnaadesitiiens  ee1elainin vwmaawie 3 Fuldglnindsznay Tnad

[ %

qasfanunelunislduansiigiazsanniu Geazdinsnzi gl

Twilight over Burma: My Life as a Shan Princess afguuuniiluuailieneiis

1%

amaaszdf n1stglnnwandszneuiunisiaeiansaiznisdssiusandalszdfunld ne
] o Y @ J Q‘I i =< dl a o a [ ydll a nal 49{
sUn nyanatein isiudnyaranna1 e liiEeslifanuass inlireaganasegaau Ine

Twilight over Burma: My Life as a Shan Princess U31ng3inanilsenausausiniiinn Faiilu

stlraaidnunegdui untiadaunnd aandniiughidunegduinviesed Gehadlseiug 9

a

aglugalnlug nsdauaninaniidunistudunonuidulnlugaestad  Gadu
[ dl o 2// o A o v (= 1 ¥ [ :j/
gopziunn inaflasiunissaaniuresasdoangauluaudulnlnojaesdilssiug v
o ! dyv 4 v @ o 1 W Yo o ZJ/ 1
nisitauannguissasieuliiiuacaundadnazlilifuntsueniuannisaulinlugjuas

gnAdBuTaRIAIDINAINABUEN IHAaE)



78

-4

Twilight oifer Bu]':’ma,

My LIFE AS A SHAN PRINCESS

Inge Sargent
<

gunaw 18: nnuitiniln Twilight over Burma: My Life as a Shan Princess

dounnilsznaudnuliluninaesaseuniouazyanavzaanunnadesluGes

TnanndosatiuaywlindiudngessindieluBeaiuess 1w nwdiuegiunas g

a 1

AuAe Tunsanund wegaununnamniuigile doavin v gadvserdnuneg

[ o

aa a =l v a
UNAFRUA AT UNTEUNATB A1 AR T

-

gunaw 19: nawiduegAuniudauasiatsetnauiunianig

nstsgiudninluga nlug)uuiadafidusalsewal

A S )
WLL&MMWNL‘ﬂuN Wideg19lunienig



79

uananil nwddaaasnAArTanisussana luma IR un Wy neuussens
N luaNANLN LAz ANT891ANWN4AUN TaetAun1eliinaunsnnsguaguninausie
o [ ! o v [ ! a " I .
Fang up1e] NRIRNTILUANNNYLUANNATEY “Word of the visit to Viengkau
spread like wildfire, and many other villages had soon invited Thusandi and the society

to visit them.”” fanmilifluazastiudunyaliiiiuddunegauninauias

b
o A

U 20: N WEIUNgAUN (1Wea09 AUNaN) lusandssanAuaatiaudenyinusie

TUiTINIAUAININOUIN LI UAZLAN

d91i599 My Vanished World: the True Story of a Shan Princess Us1nggul

nwlsenaussusutihdnguwngany asusuludaulugiifluglnimyeraluaseauaia Tne

1
=

o Y & 1 dl 1 = v o oaa o a dl ) £
ﬁlZ‘VI’]FLMLVM"JW‘L‘I‘V’W’]@‘VIL@W‘VI‘?@L’Q’]?J‘ﬂ\‘lﬂ[ﬁl‘ﬁ'Jﬂﬁ‘ZifJ[”mﬁl'Jﬁlu@?\‘i Favin 1AL

1 1Y
4 A a K

nisthnnyaranitlsenauflunisialisenadesivauunislseiusdndatlsedn Tna i
dasfiantindetetislu
Aufvindainndn amwtiasn My Vanished World: the True Story of a Shan
Princess RulteiEAiumnAnsanawiislnGes Twilight .over Burma: My Life as a Shan
Princess finanaludnedu Taanmmeingn My Vanished World: the True Story of a Shan
Princess tunwaesidnuia 9 lugaansiny ldldgalnlug nwiazenlfidiunisiiaue

gonundiiuauinlug) Inal¥anuimadiarlsiunisseniuaingarudisuiluauinlug)

" Ibid., p. 89.



80

A 1 :// dy 1 1 ¥ dl ' a |AdJ = [ X v
viga lu WQHLW?WSWHLﬂHﬂMiVIIMQJ@%LLZ‘]’] TIUANFANAINEIN BUTUAFTTIIREIUAN A96BY

1
al

wann i ldganluginesansaanidulnlug) atlasiunisssaininanngaule

sUnan 21: nawutiiln My Vanished World: the True Story of a Shan Princess

Wugiaeans asud visardauas 9 filszAusanliaumuil

gaunmausilsngludesdoulaaifunnypealupsennaia Tasdiauanin
aundnlupseuafannau nstaneninyanaluasauA s ayuLIAnTas e
Waualiifiunae9nITN91Aa9N9nIsiiee lunisinfgssunsaesuianaiul a.a.
1962 Inanmuanslfifiunisnisndatiuainilasfinueeas Fasllenfuegsauom oo
lunsauafanauniuandaauariAnIg mwmam‘fqmmuﬁﬁmé’wiﬂm’mﬁm

Wlumu

W -

71NN 22: LANBUTBITIHTBUATUIA § UATATELIATY B1ATeE LB



81

4 mFuisas The White Umbrella n15ldgtnintlsngseusuinsninilendu 2 isas
¥ 4 () o dl M ¥ ] £ 1 1 [ 1
dn9diu wesaiunldlsiflunmyaas wiidunindimaiinananissdedseudnginlugiiuma
dl o rdl 2 Y & o v 1 [ 1 n:llnzl
dadunnuuudszdRdansnazaulfiiunnudaudesesudnednlug dfunddtunaauiu
% o dal dl dl Y & o ¥ 1 [ 1 1 = o :l/
aanAfasLIHeIT0sEasnLansliiuaudaudesenansInlug funwadumaeanis vienis

IEnniifansliiuaonudususfuounziueen Aeaziindiglauidie deenqs 14

©

EY - o o Y y - A P o < =< =
RARNIDNNTEULL LA EIURDN ﬂuﬁv]/]@uﬂ’)qﬂ\lﬁ:\ﬂ?QUWﬁ‘@ﬂ')qg\lw@’]?ﬂgiﬂﬁquwu\‘] sﬁ\‘]ﬂ\‘]@jﬂjﬂ

ANURZTUANDENA

e3¢

WuNUd9nmnan WaFauaun T nwitnln The White Umbrella fuan 2 384
v £ dl v o/ £ v & 1 £ o o 1 v A o 1 v a
defuniugilninyananas deasiiauliviunis ldlinoudAysadndauaiatinauias
Tne@intszdRaaadndauaignuaun liduinaslasasaaine iU ssiusanfiuGenaaiu

I T8 fineann 2 Fednesu AunlauasaauaaadnaesGassaLAningn

PatriciaFlliott

Prologue by Barit Lintngr

gtnn 23 anutinn The White Umbrella

1 [~3 = $% =l o -dl v A o 13 ndl 1 2%
’ﬂﬂ’]\ﬂi‘ﬂﬂ’]&l NJ’]’]WL’Q’WLﬂﬂuﬂ’]m’]ﬂﬁ‘qﬂglul@’ﬂ\‘i Tmﬂmwme@umgﬂlmwemalu

A ~ % o 1A A Y o a o a o - o o &
L?@\T@Nuqﬁuﬂuqlﬁﬂﬂ@ IﬂﬂﬂqwL@’]Lﬂ@uﬂqTrJﬂL@?Nﬂ’]wuﬂﬂ?ﬂﬂq?ﬁmﬂqﬁmﬁ‘zﬂqq\‘]Qﬂizwuﬁ

& o

[ % = o v % o 1 dl a ndl o dd‘ a o ?:/
m_|meﬂum‘muu’mumﬁLﬂuw@wmwmmnmmmﬂmmmmwuﬁmmmuﬂﬂmzm 1N

Q a
1 1

nisthgtninyaranitsenaudsinliiFesganaseuazyinlide1udacn faazasinaiad

AIMLAT



82

gtnan 241 pavdnideuan lugalnlual luiuaiwn

dl 1 zI/ ¥ % dl 1 I dl ¥ = i’/ : =
AnNnaNNenuAT Ry Wundadanndn gUnannldlszneuanuiaiawie 3 3u

o 1 o 1 dJ A o Y & o 1 1 dl
Anmozdaniuat1anile Astwue liiudmusssninlun) Tneaniznisusianiafigunes
weauaziduanwusiantg duuansliiiudmusssnnsduean dedoananalagenu

ganzdunnfdauluaanlatszmdldmusssnresdennnziuaen InadinanAniiugiuse
o o |dl 1 =X o ' v 2 1 a :j/ o v Y &
TmusssnmziueanagnaNtnlszuainla anau unAum laetinem Medeazieuliiunig

ihanuiiunzdueanuiluapsigliiudeumenzdunnsoy Wuntrdaunmndn nstiiaay
duszduaanuniugaane luduiludafilssiusazeaiugianziunnatnedadgilseiug

Twilight over Burma: My Life as a Shan Princess %39 Elliot §ilszWus The White Umbrella

=

Wintiu wilws Nel Adams TailseWus My Vanished World: The True Story of a Shan

Y@ o O

. dl [ 1 o é’ ¥
Princess 3 LﬂUﬂuLLVISLMQ_,I LENNENUILATATITN Lﬂumqu@@ﬂummﬂm AUEMIE

anTinanaiannadnady Beasitsrannisaf@in Twilight over Burma: My Life of a
Shan Princess' The White Umbrella Wag My Vanished World: the True Story of a Shan
Princess \luaudausesasssngdiinTnlug fivhaue Wiunanssnuainnisnanagng
yenndles luaionenanduinfglssuns Geinlidsaninlunysuaans taeviniauatiiu

Usraun13ninaunNan1elseiug

¥ 1 1
A = o

3 v = 3'/ -dl N A [ 1 [ = = 1 A
Qﬂs:wuﬁmumﬂum 3 LTANHANVAILANANNY AD N amﬂumﬂﬂumumuwm

My Vanished World: the True Story of a Shan Princess @msnidiuiunmiinilulnlva



83

sl,ulﬁ“l'a\i Twilight over Burma: My Life of a Shan Princess mem?mqmm”umn‘l,uﬁm The
White  Umbrella \lufirindainmdn LLﬁéﬂizﬁuﬁﬂtﬁM@’]ﬂL%@‘IﬁﬁLLﬁLﬁﬂMWLLﬂzLLuQﬁﬂﬁ
Thiauendnanaeii uazaniluidesnia s et TneLWIARGIATY A NNTULALE
Wnansznuainnanadraianiaifiesiutgad a.a.1962 feazifiugn sudeusia 3 Gea
wenegnnansliiiun A ngods ludnazifludiavseanswedduaasang nlug 39874
FENULALANIN IR TIAHTULINANT NN NaianTaaAuln lnn e Seaziiauliiiu
NM9AFNUARUN LTI R AR FAINN NN LRI YANTEN TN THTIUANLANEI9AINIY
Feulszifaansialy TA8 B AN 90 TIENDA SN %@ﬁmmammﬁmzm@mj
pananlanFons i uanaani uduia 3 dasanieclilaniuanauladymias
quusslulnlvejuaznan TnaBunfaslilszaaulanlfruanlauazsaniotundeuulas

=

1% :J/ g tﬂl 1 o < 1 % o é’q o 1
il VN‘HLW@@C’Wﬂ’)’]Nﬁ;uLLNﬂ’]ﬂIuﬂ?ZL‘VlﬂWN’] PANAZENUIN LLNﬁ@“}Uuﬁﬁyﬁquﬂﬂ\iﬂN\l@%

dl 1 caa z// dl o % rd? o = ¥ QI v o
17RLANU L AUNITUTIAYIN 3 bIANENYNATWNATTIATUNAIINNNNITLNLNU ANUU AL

b

@ a o = & g A A R R o X
AU ﬂf]ﬁ‘lﬂlﬂuﬂun@Q@qﬂ@ﬂEW]qQﬂq?LN@QNqﬂgiu@ﬂWMuq GﬁQLﬂUI@ﬂmtqumﬂLLﬂxLﬂuwum

a o o o o ; a > o o o pRp o
N \W’]NV]"JLLULsﬂ']sl@ﬂuqqLﬂut@ﬂLLﬁ\jL@?ﬂqW ‘V]@\T@’]ﬂm@\jﬂﬁ\z@Uﬂﬂﬂuﬁ:uLL?\jVINN@ﬂ??JV]UVN

'
Ao o o

=2 IS 1 o o P ]
nalazla auduaiaunislanlasafonuuazaisunininuian @mumu%mmmgmm

U

wazAuia i enuesiardsanaasnula iy Taganizad 198 luan U NLAZUNL N A
= 0 o & oo = ] A 2o A v P o = Py
an?317419n TeNTgzsnsnenguaunidufitvsedlunisANAIaIn LAt TWNes AIINTAN

o Aa =K v = 1 ql/ dl [ % dJ dl o Y a ¥ s = Z’/
Sudegavassasdninnaaauiall uaziifluiladautannnlfiianisafeassAanulsiauns 3
(709 Tnanwdauns 3 autnileaanazotanan lidsanlasiuaanaduldluln v A
ilinuesdiu saulddegninlnaaniyuiansinnaelinisdseniatadssing fatiu eu
= Y R A ' Ay
AU 3 A9iEELIRIN196a4MIaNgLleRaE

ag1laimn undrdunmen aneuznisldnisluanudawis 3 Iu In1susaiy
nulinaaraaisedinis muansliidiuaouiasastesinlvg Tastanizlugaenis

A ' a o o dll 1 o £ 1 ¥
ussenalsrdRAnans Ussinildmuassu ANuIuLazzasn wsaudusnisldslnindsenay
lij = 174 o ‘Lj V4 Y @ ¥ [
#an13usseNLuTansidglnnsenevluanwuell azveuliiiunisldaaudunziueen
1 dl

| A K b4 7 o d‘ % [ dyv o
3\1'1Lﬂu’ﬂﬂ“lﬁﬁlﬁﬁ"ﬂmﬂ@jﬂﬂQWN@MI’QI‘MLLﬂEﬂJ’ﬂqu‘ﬁqumun[ﬂm/lZQMI@I@?EL?@Q?’]Q@M@@LI?.I’EN@QﬂﬁJ

AzAUARN



UNY 4
anunnuazunuIndgnsstdrun inlualunundiuna

Faannlugdmdudspndndllnemadeanioadulun unuineesanslunui

[ %

] o/ dsj dl KX A o o o Y o 1 o d” v 1 K
murmLL@zwuwmm@mm\maﬂﬂm:mﬂmmzﬂmﬂglumuiumnuﬂ Tuunil NAIREHNIANE

= ] o 1 dgj dl ] o A Ady dl % =
ummmﬂmmiwmuﬂiﬂmﬂuwummum AANUNNElUATALATY N1IANHIADIUNIN

1 |
a A v

= o o P 2l < e a® : = : o
wazununanssadin nlnalunungqusio anduatinetisnazfasansiasue lifu
nsAneLTuNeesdsannlvn esaniFunaesuiasdepndanianauuansneiu 1195

QII i’/ ¥ o dl = o tiJ 1 = o
anunNInLarunLIiwansaan liug e aduiilunisnaliasz ludenunile uwsluandeay
wilsanaflunnsnsgindaidss loadliuniulasiuald aelu fidaazAneaniuninusy

= o % 1 1 o =® a o 1 dll QI o
ununasssadninnlunasugliiunisAneusundsaninlug iieinasudniauuay
ATDUAQNNINENTY
FAduaAnuunuIntesass liundawinnlsanglu Twilight over Burma: My Life
as a Shan Princess The White Umbrella W< My Vanished World: the True Story of a
Shan  Princess  Tagazudedszisudneiiu 3 dsziau Taun Ansnunuimaesanslu
anuN wANLTugN anaunIwANLITBAIIEN uazan N AN BN TesaaT NN

vy Teaziipaziliiviuanssa i

41  anssgdintnlugiudoiuninuazunuimanuiugn
=~ o =2 d’ Gl ° o |dl
IqEAz ANEINNNENUATUNTINTRIgnaN T TuanIsTdin InlugNdsng lu

232

Twilight over Burma: My Life as a Shan Princess The White Umbrella \.a< My Vanished
World: The True Story of a Shan Princess Iazilssindaiilu 4 #Wada lédur gnanaiuaaiu
SnAnnunfiynuarnIslaiaAdeaey gnanaiuyunesaauulszind uazgnanaiunis

fUN1TLIRIATALASTY ﬂq?ﬁﬂ‘ﬂ’?@iﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ{ﬁ\mﬂﬂ AIMTHUNIELLASLUNLUIN ﬂ’mﬁJLﬂu@JﬂIﬂﬂ

o 6o

dl o a o 1 dll Y & ! dl I
wanlenduiusiuisundsaninlug Walddiudiunumanuiiugnineanizgniaglu

= 2// ! dl 1 ¥ [ o dJ ¥ a 1a A o vl
ADTUNINARN TTUR muumﬂgmﬁlmmmmmmwmmmu Gﬁwzmmﬂizwqmﬂgummim

k1l
1 v

1=l ! KR Y & a 1 ¥ Gl (-1 v o Y a
LLmnmuumﬂmeﬂumummﬂmmmummmmmwiumumsa ganienaleuTuNng

D

A o o 8w v = X a9
Lﬂ@EluLLﬂ@\‘IFNVI’]ELMUV]U’WIWLA’WI‘YJ@Q@ﬂmﬂﬂ‘uuﬂﬂm‘al



85

4.1.1 gnNuANSNANNNAYILAENITITaNIANAIRaY

v o Q

A p

Aautugnluaniuzasssngdrinfignansauaindsanasnaliunuinuesgngn
Auusliduldpinaoineiandsdu Inaanizluaniuzresanisnadiinaosuan n1e
o A ak dl o [ % 1 al = o % ] Yo
nsznvreAntlszngAandumesdiftyacinagie assaadininlunggnilgnilauasldfunis
avsndsseuliiianunsnyny deilvAdsasunaud uazvinfaliuuizaniuguzrednues

dl a o = ° v A o 1 Y o o Y 1a A
\HavainnisdsengAinresasssadiinddae siflusnvuedaliiuanludean iU umn s
Maiaarean nlidaaniua nasuge ANaaAlsesnasnialuasa ATy
Unasas mesugsazliiamauningilalinaumienuazasindnasedUnasesaesny
% ndld 4 1
wazdsanInia liiuuszima
dsaninluniidudsaunlinoind Aryiesaninndynuazszuuangla’ giaaengla

L% 4 A 1 I a A ¥ o 1 dl o
@Zﬁ]@\ﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂmLﬁ’]ﬁ‘WQ@’]QI@ﬂ’M VLN’]’]’QKLﬂWLIﬂ’?ﬁJ’]ﬁ‘ﬂﬂMﬁ‘@Qﬂ@ﬂBﬂﬂﬂgﬂ%'ﬂuj AINNNRAELE

a

' 1 '
o =<

= - e = = v o b Yy o
Lﬂuﬂm@NUMMuQWQﬂVImﬂQ?N GLu\‘ﬂuLﬂJEIuﬂ?’mQSLMmuﬂmuﬂlﬁm&lmﬂﬂ\‘i@uﬂ @ a1 LAY
o o o/ ] o dl
ﬂqﬁ'ﬂﬁ':ﬂﬂqmqﬂﬂqqﬂﬁqﬂVQQmﬂQ@ﬁﬂﬂsﬂ@Q%Lﬂu@ﬂimuﬁ\zﬁUMuq
W My Vanished World: the True Story of a Shan Princess waa4liliiumAaunszy oy
Y v P o I [— (=3 4 dl dl % v o
m@\j@_lﬂiﬂ WJF;Iﬂ'WLL@mx‘IWJ’mg@ﬂ?ﬂWNSLEILLJJ ﬂﬂ@:LVUim@qﬂL?ﬂq LHBLRITUIR @Jm@\‘iﬂ@lﬂﬂ

= 1 % =R % PGS a 1 dl % 1 42“ 1o
LTEURAR LRITUIRN @g’ﬁﬂLﬂ?’ﬂ@LL@Zg@ﬂNﬂ@ﬂ’]\iﬁ’]ﬂﬂmum\‘im‘ﬂ\‘iiﬂ@’mLLNIuﬂJm&‘WLLN‘]JQEI

I was sad and full of guilt at the thought of leaving Mother when
she not well, but Father said that | must go if | wanted to be in time for the
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new term.
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Mother’s death hit us hard as she was, not only our Mum but the
pillar of our family. | felt lost and sad, [...]
We five younger children faced the prospect of returning home

without Mother. It seemed as if our whole life had been destroyed forever.’
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Being born into a Sawbwa’s family had its advantages and
disadvantages. When we were children life was one smooth sailing for us
but, as we grew- older we began to recognize some of the disadvantages.
Father was usually busy with.state matters,~so the task of disciplining us
fell mostly. on Mother who saw: to it that we were able to differentiate

between right and wrong.4
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We were never allowed to forget that our privileged place in
society brought great responsibility. We were taught to be humble and not
proud and pompous, to respect teachers and elders from all classes of
society and, to regard those who were less fortunate with kindness and

)
generosity.
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We all regretted their leaving but | think Mother missed them most.
She was still very young and had not lived with her own family since the

age of 15.°
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Together, Audrey and | would plan and arrange lunch or dinner and they

were appreciative and kind, [ ...]7
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[...] they seemed to be of the opinion that we were very young to be

undertaking such domestic duties.”
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Since Mother’s death two years earlier, Audrey and | had increasingly
faken on the duties of “mistress of the household”. | was acutely aware

that | resented the thought of anyone else filling that role.®
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Although | had never communicated my thoughts to Father, | had
found the idea of his remarrying and replacing Mother quite unthinkable. |
am sure he would have sensed this.

I realised with a shock that |, who prided myself on caring so
much for my family, had been motivated by pure selfishness. Perhaps |
was growing up, because, suddenly, | felt the need to do something

about Father’s loneliness. Something selfless.”
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Sao was sixteen years old and looking forward to writing her
exams for the seventh standard when the devastating news arrived from
Hsenwi: Mary Josephine must return home for her wedding, and Sao and
Louise must come home, too. [...] There.- was one- more completely
unexpected piece of information for the sisters: their beautiful-and spirited
Kengtung friend, Princess Van Thip, was also called to Hsenwi Haw, to

. . . 14
become a minor wife to the prince.
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Sao was more upset by the news of Princess Van Thip’s fate than
was the bride herself. The Kengtung princess merely shrugged and said
she didn’t mind marring Sao’s brother, even though her bridge groom

already had a wife and two children and was much than she.”
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Sao, on the other hand, couldn’t accept the sudden turn of events.
Back home, she pleaded with her brother to at least let her stay in school
long enough to write the seventh standard exam.
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“I will never marry a man who depends on you for a living,” she
vowed. It was the start of a long-running argument, which she planned to
win through sheer stubbornness. [...]

One day her exasperated brother handed her a piece of paper. On
it was written, “I will marry the man who does not rely on Prince Hom Hpa
for a living,” There was a space for her to sign her name. Sao considered
the aging ministers of state who trooped in and out of her brother’s office,
and their sons. She didn’t want to marry any of them. In fact, she didn’t
want to marry, period.

She signed her name, Sao Hearn Hkam. The agreement provided
a safe way to end the constant fighting. After all, everyone who was

anyone relied on her brother for a //ving.17
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She couldn’t believe he still had it. Her brother’'s voice echoed
across a great distance, as if suddenly her ears were stuffed with silk and
she was falling backwards into nothingness. Prince Shwe Thaike, the
Great Saopha of Yawnghwe, ruled one of the wealthiest, most powerful
princedoms in the Shan States. He depended on no one for his living,
least of all her brother. The wedding was set for June 1937. She was the

bride.”®
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Inside the Great Hall of Audience, in the musty darkness of ancient
wood, Sao knelt beside her groom, the Prince of Yawnghwe. She
remembered her childhood games beneath the hall, racing from pillar to
pillar, hair flying, knees dirty, free and happy as the wind, laughing
between ‘shadow and sunlight. Then suddenly. she was a grown women
and her brother took her hand-and bound-it to the groom’s with a silk
scarf. She felt a trickle of ceremonial water on their outstretched wrists.

It was over. She was married. Head lowered, she followed her

husband outside into the dull, humid g/are.79
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He ordered several of his nephews to join the Burma Army, too,
and married some nieces to army officers.
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She chastised villagers who complained about the army, then sold
their daughters into marriage with the soldiers. Their downcast eyes told
her they agreed but were too afraid to refuse such marriage proposals.

The Mahadevi, as they called her, was just as bold and brassy
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now as when she was a young princess who didn’t want to get married.
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The prince argued that the girls knew enough to get along in
society. They coulddo housework and tell the kitchen boys how to
prepare an English dinner table. It was more than enough to ensure high
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status in.a marriage.
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The prince married her for just such a task. She projected an air
of modernity. His first wife, the Mahadevi, had often proudly told the
household about her trips to England as a child. But when English-
speakers called, she lingered in the background with the maids,

eclipsed by the prince’s new educated wife.”
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Whenever Mother happened to be in Taunggyi Mrs. Cameron had
invited her over, and had taught her English cookery, etiquette and
table manner. Mother was a keen student and had soon learnt the art of
cooking and serving English food. She became an excellent entertainer,
hosting state banquets and dinner parties for-English officials-and other
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foreign visitors.
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The big meeting convened in March, 1946. Sao attended as
kitchen boss. [...]

It was hard work feeding the men. The Kachins and their
cousins, the Chins, came down from the north. The Tai Saophas were
all there, too, including the ones who’d had their lands transferred to
Thailand during the occupation. An American Baptist missionary

Reverend Harold Young, represented the Lahu and the Wa.”
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P S Y o X = =< o al v \

wananil el ideua3udugnTuuaaauils unumauasadldanas WA

o o dgl [ % -3 J dl v A o v |dl ¥ o o o | a a
AMHATATUNINTL ANAELULIN meﬂLaﬂummﬂu’mqmmuwmizmrmLmu\‘iﬂ?zmmﬁum

% Patricia Elliott, The White Umbrella, p.156.
*Ibid., p.163.



110

U

% = o a ¥ dl o ﬁ o ¥ o 1 1 [~ o 1 “
LmLa@ummumﬂit‘qm’mLLmummm_lma?mmﬁ?mﬂ\mu’]m\‘ij@mﬂLﬂuzﬁmmu Sao had an
office on the second floor, where she planned dinners and other events.”™

Tuseninaiidngne lnAN79AN LI 8 U B UA LA LA N T WA WA ATUNILLAANTI
= o - = - Y o A v Al X o
HUANUNULANLHNAINLE N LA UNINHIY LANLFDUANAZHUUINAALALIAINITTLUTDY LATNIT

o 2 A o ! o v o Y vo , = >
AALALNAINITURIANLTRUA IULARLASY 1A1LHAUA AN A INALIAUALALIAUAAL 914
o SR K o d’l’ a al Y o 1 dll Y o o v
ATUINANBUEDINNTANNLTDTIALASDUTIUIDIHUILAAT AU WWaazlaann1a1ung ba

A 3 o o dl a dl v dsl a o =3 1
NIZAN m@m\ﬂmqm%mmmﬂmummumnme/mﬂLﬂmﬂmmmummm ANAZLUUIN

A S R i 2 i X -

m\‘muqLuﬂumﬂu&lﬂ:mﬂmmmLL@::‘}Jﬁﬂzﬁmum LW@M@ﬂL@mﬂtymmuLsﬁ@smm ﬁa&lm

NINAIUEITURNTL N UL UNHNILAD LAFAUAIRIAAZU LA AU TULLAETURN

Sao organized garden parties, tea lunches and dinners. Not one
meal was eaten in privacy.

Whether the distinguished guest be from Ceylon or Pakistan, she
settled on an established model. [...]) To avoid confusion over Burmese
customs, the table was set English-style and the menu was western:

soup, salad, a meat dish and dessert.”
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Her free time was spent with the other wives of the leaders. In
the evenings the women gathered under the stars to talk, laugh, and eat
together, while the voices of the men rose and fell in the dining

Ly 36
pavilion.
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She felt overwhelmed by her husband’s surprise decision. At
last, she would officially be confirmed by the various levels of
government within the Union of Burma and recognized by every citizen
of the state as the Mahadevi of Hsipaw State. The reasons for her
feelings of inadequacy and insecurity would-be removed. She no longer
had to fear those nagging sentiments that had kept her awake at night
when Sao was away from home. Once she was officially recognized as
a leading member of the Hsipaw royal family, she would no longer worry

about being an outsider, a white-faced fore/gn(—:-r.37
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Her people were now waiting for her decision, and she was
deeply moved by their faith in her. For a split second, the idea of an
armed response appealed to her inner rage, but she had to act
honorably, in the spirit of her husband. It was clear to Thusandi that
from now on she alone, the foreign-born princess, would have fo

provide strength, support, and comfort for the Shan people of /—/sipaw.40
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Thusandi called together servants and the wives whose
husbands had been arrested. “As you know,” she said to them, “things
changed yesterday. The Burmese Army has-taken over, the prince was
not here, and | am under house arrest. If you stay with_me, you may be
harassed by soldiers, and your friends may-be afraid to come and see
you. You have served us well, but you are free to go. | release any and
all ‘of you who wish to leave and find other employment. Those of you
whose husbands have been arrested will receive their salaries

regardless of where you live."

“Ibid., p.1 - 2.
" Ibid., p.151.
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(...) she had left everything under her control in Hsipaw in best order.
Household, staff, and dependent relatives were provided for, the school

had enough funds to continue operations, and the citrus harvest was

comp/ez‘eo’.42
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After dealing with us, Mother's next concern was the welfare of
other people. She was worried about a group of boys and girls from
nearby villages, who were living with us, at their parents’ request. This
was to enable them to learn. needlework, knitting and other domestic
crafts, in the girls’ case and office skills of the boys and to broaden
their experience generally by living in a town. ™
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*“Ibid., p. 180.
* Nel Adams, My Vanished World: The True Story of a Shan Princess, p. 83.
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The tension never completely dissipated, even after weeks and
months of living with the Japanese. Sao learned to deflect serious

conversation with quick retorts and jokes.44
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* Patricia Elliott, The White Umbrella, p. 127.
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My Mother had done her best to bring Father and Sao Huck
closer: She had often invited his wife and daughter to our house and

had taught his wife many methods of knitting and other crafts.”
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Mother noticed that something was wrong with Audrey. She
called out to Father to go to her. Audrey was fighting to stay above the
water. We realized that she-had been caught in a whirlpool. Mother’s
face was ashen and we stood transfixed and waftched helplessly as

Father swam towards Audrey.46
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*° Nel Adams, My Vanished World: The True Story of a Shan Princess, p. 100.
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Bhamo at the end of the war dirty, dusty and pretty miserable.
The House was not comfortable and the sanitation was poor. Mother,
who was fastidious about hygiene and food preparation, found it difficult
fo accept water and meals, over whose preparation she had no

47
control.
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I had been given a comfortable space, where | could lie down
and had, in fact, slept most of the way. [...] At first | thought | was
dreaming, but Mother, who had sat beside me for the whole journey,
explained that we entering Lawksawk town and the people were out to
greet us.

[...]

As soon as we got inside the house, The first thing my mother
did was to ask one of the servant girls to make up a bed for-me, and |
was only too. glad to get into. it and put my throbbing head on the

,o///ow.48

" Ibid., p.97.
48 .
Ibid., p.102 — 103.
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Mother was still worried about the uncertainty of the situation.
She had also been afraid that the instability of governments in the Shan
State might have profound effects on all our lives. As we grew older
Mother did discuss this with us, preparing us for the time when our
privileged existence might cease and we would be expected to earn
our living. In order to prepare for such times she had instructed us to
Start learning about housekeeping and all the domestic crafts that were
connected with it. She also decided that we should have some work
experience.

[...] In the day time we would learn to cook, knit, sew and

supervise the servants in their cleaning and tidying the house.”
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In the summer months, when the cotton balls ripened, we would
pick, seed, clean and spin them into yarns. Mother had invented
ingenious machines for spinning by using old bicycles’ wheels. During
the monsoon months the yarns were woven into cloth.

May and June were the time when young peasant girls would go
fo the paddy fields to transplant young rice shoots from the nurseries to
the swampy fields. Although the swamps were knee-deep, the qirls
would paddle in them in their bare feet. [...]

Unlike the peasant girls we did not go in the swamps with bare
feet, we wore rubber sandals made of old car tyres - another of

, . ‘ 50
Mother’s inventions.
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Thusandi was not concerned about such matters. In view of the
health hazards to which so many small children of the area succumbed,
she wanted a nurse by her side to help raise-her daughter. Terrified that
malaria-carrying .. mosquitoes, = deadly scorpions,  and ' poisonous
centipedes could find their way inside the mosquito net of the crib,

Thusandi sneaked into the nursery several times each nighz‘.51

*Ibid., p.76.

51Inge Sargent, Twilight over Burma: My Life as a Shan Princess, p. 93.
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During the day, she suspiciously eyes every visitor, wondering if
he was a carrier of smallpox, tuberculosis, leprosy, typhoid, or any other
disease endemic to the area. Sometimes she lay awake half the night
wondering what it would have been like to raise her child in Austria,

away from all these hazards, within reach of a ,oediaz‘rician.52
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Thusandi could not put this incident-behind her and did not let
her daughters out of her sight. Lying-awake at night, she imagined what
would have happened if the king cobra had chased one'of her girls
rather than Ballah, the watchdog. She could not believe that she had
allowed the children to play under that or any tree. She also wondered
why the cobras had never emerged from their nest when Mayariand and
Kennari had played their hide-and-seek games there. If the snakes had

avoided the children, she was not sure if she was justified in ordering

*Ibid., p.93.
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any snakes found in their compound to be killed. She thought with envy
of her childhood friends who were raising their children in safe

. . 53
surroundings, far away from venomous reptiles.
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Thus Tzang disappeared from Sao’s life again, pushed even
deeper into the underground..She spent lonely days at the Kokine Rood

house, wondering what would become of them all.”
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*Ibid., p.125.
* Patricia Elliott, The White Umbrella, p. 327.
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Although her husband’s death was unexpected, Sao adjusted to
the news. It wasn't unusual for a wife to attend her husband’s funeral.
But losing a child was another matter. She never imagined that Myee,
so lively and full of fun, could die. The army’s excuses only made her

mood darker. She was angry with everyone, even her own fami/y.55
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As they waited for the Speaker to take chair and announce the
President, the baby turned lazy circles in Sao’s stomach. She felt tired

and hungry and it was still only a little after o/aybreak.56
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Daw Nyunt May took over -most of the mothering. She tucked the
children in at night. Sao didn’t mind. She loved the children and their
funny, stumbling antics, but there was a certain formality to their
relationship, an emotional distance. Part of it had to do with her high

position and part of it, perhaps, with her self-imposed social isolation from

*Ibid., p.192.
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the other wives and from the household staff, who were all related to the
Prince. While others played with the children, Sao busied herself in the
office or stayed in her apartment. She enjoyed her children in her own

. 57
way, from a distance.
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It was here that the men of Shan State took their places along
rows of wooded bench-desks to debate their future. Sao took a seat
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Sao’s activism didn’t come easily. Seated among tight packed rows
of parliamentarians, she was acutely aware that she had entered a man’s
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When Liyama finally came out of the bedroom, his expression was
SO grim that we were not sure whether we should speak to him. However,
he did wish us ‘sayonara’ before he left. Mother and Father remained in the
bedroom and we did not see them until the following morning.6
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When she reached Yawnghwe Haw, her husband was pondering
whether or not to recall his heir, Prince Sai from England. [...]

Sao told him Prince- that his eldest son must come back to
Yawnghwe and learn how. to govern. Then she extended the argument:
“It's the same with the people, They must learn how to make big decision,

foo. We must bring them together to decide on the future of our country. u

® Nel Adams, My Vanished World: The True Story of a Shan Princess (Cheshire:
Horseshoe Publications, 2000) p. 82.
" Patricia Elliott, The White Umbrella, p. 156.
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Sao and her husband discussed the tricky situation like equals. [...]
Together they laid out the main scenario: Yawnghwe lay directly
between two armies, the Japanese Imperial Army in Taunggyi and their
fifth-column Burma Independence Army in Kalaw. With no prince in the
palace, the entire state was up for grabs. Sao turned the picture this way
and that, but the answer always came up the same: the Japanese must
be made to understand that the Shan States did not belong automatically
fo Burma. They had to learn to deal with the princes. It was the only way
fo save the Shan States from being engulfed by neighbouring Burma, Sao
and her husband agreed. And there was-only one way to accomplish

such a thing: they had to return to Yawnghwe Haw.’®
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Sao tried desperately to argue him out of accepting. “You will
leave Shan State in the lurch,” she warned him. “There are already some
Saophas in the national government — they don’t need you, too.”

[...]

She wondered what pressures and promises the Burmese had
brought to bear on him. She thought that if she only knew what triggered
his decision, she could talk him out of it. But the Prince told her nothing —

only that he'd already accepted and she’d better get used to the idea.’
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‘What, if the Burmese break the agreement and the “Union” does
not work out?’ Mother enquired anxiously.
Father tried to reassure her. Bogyoke Aungsan seemed quite
sincere and genuine. If anything should go wrong the Shan State had the
right to secede after ten years. But Mother remained unconvinced.
Nothing could make Mother believe that the Sawbwas had made the right
decision. She was convinced that the Sawbwas had gambled away their
status and states."
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Mother had tried very hard to be cheerful during those weeks, but
she had been very badly affected by the “Panglong Agreement”. (...) The
local doctor, Saw San Tun, said that Mother was on the brink of a nervous
break down. During the crises she had to cope, but now the accumulated
stress and strain, along with the uncertainty of the future had taken its toll.

[...]

Mother increasingly became agitated. The Sawbwas had made a
serious error of judgement. She had vision of a future of chaos and
oppression and this would continue to haunt her. Her vision, time would
show was prophetic; but tragically, Mother would not survive to witness it.

[...]

[...] The worry and stress of recent years had changed her and
she was already showing signs of the mood swings, which would became
more pronounced after the Panglong Conference.”
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[...] However, my genuine distress must have been apparent and it was
agreed that the Panglong Conference we would find another school.
Letters and prospectuses soon came pouring in and | was pleased
that most schools were willing to take me as a pupil. [...] Mother bought
me some navy-blue material, and with her help | started to sew school
uniforms which were different.from the old ones.
Mother had tried very hard to be cheerful during those weeks, but

she had been very badly affected by the “Panglong Agreemem‘”.13
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Each time | passed the tombstone my grief was reawakened. | recalled
the love and care she had given us. Mother loved her country and worried
about its future. She loved her husband and worried about his heritage.

She loved us and worried about our futures."
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Already the wheels turned in her mind. She must win Shan State
back, but how? There had to be a way to make a real army out of the
poorly-equipped youngsters. Then one March day, Tzang appeared in her
doorway. After nearly a year in the jungle, Sao’s second son looked like a
battle-hardened guerrilla fighter. He said he’d been in Laos buying guns.

From that moment, Sao knew they had a chance."”
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Sao told her young soldiers not to waste too many bullets on the
Burmese. “One bullet, one man,” she advised. Tzang agreed, and

restricted his men to fifty rounds each when they went into battle.'®
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Sao chaired regular meetings of the War Council. The army leaders
were a varied bunch, from grizzled veterans to fresh-faced students [...]
Sao’s job was to find the support they needed to go into battle. She met
with U.S., British and Thai officials, [...]""
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A miracle which will return the Shan State (Mong Tai) to its rightful
people and allow them to reclaim their culture. The children, the hope for
the future, will all go to school and be taught in their own language.

Villages will grow into towns and towns into cities but without destroying
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the land. The beautiful countryside will be conserved as a place where the

children can play safely and the adult find peace and tranqui/ity.20
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As | write NATQO'’s forces are waging a humanitarian war against
the inhumane actions of the Serbian Government. Let us hope that this
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other countries.

It is also encouraging to know that Amnesty International is
involved in calling on the UN to pressure Burma’s military rulers to halt the
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Word of the visit to Viengkau spread like wildfire and many other
villages had soon invited Thusandi and the society to visit them. There
was result: Within six months, deliveries at the maternity home doubled,
the clinic was always busy, hundreds of children received vaccination,
and thousands of pounds of milk powder were hundred out. Women and
children who used the services of the Hsipaw Maternity.-and Child Welfare
Society stayed healthier than they had been-before, and infant mortality

decreased s/gn/ﬁcam‘/y.23
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# Inge Sargent, Twilight over Burma: My Life as a Shan Princess, p. 89 — 90.
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After the work was done and the gifts were distributed, the village
women of Viengkau did not want their visitors to leave. The younger
mothers especially enjoyed the attention they had received and seemed to
be at ease with the new procedures. They promised to come to the
society’s little clinic to consult with the nurses and replenish their supply

of vitamins and milk ,oowder.24
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Thusandi-opened-the-trilingual-Foundation School in a building just
outside the East Haw compound. The Hsipaw Sawbwa Foundation, Sao’s
charitable trust, took financial responsibility, and Thusandi assumed the
administrative duties.

Shan, Burmese, Chinese, and-Indian boys and girls flocked to the

private school-in larger numbers than ex,oecz‘ec/.26
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Their parents understood the value of a good education and
wanted their children to be proficient in Burmese, Shan, and English from
kindergarten age.27
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