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SOONTAREE CHAISATHAPHOL : A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF CLASSIFIERS IN
MANDARIN AND THAI. THESIS ADVISER ; ASSOC.PROF. PRAPIN  MANOMAIVI
BOOL. Ph.D. 195 PP. ISBN.947-347-227-4

This thesis aims to study the usage of Mandarin’s classifiers found in quantitative
noun and verb phrases by classifying the classifiers in Mandarin according to their
grammatical functions, studying their occurrence with definite numeric quantifiers and
comparing them with classifiers in Thai. The results of this research are as follows:

First, according to the grammatical functions, the classifiers in Mandarin can be
divided into two major groups: noun classifiers and verb classifiers.

Second, in Mandarin, the classifiers are dependent. That means they must occur with
other words. The word that it mostly co-occurs with is the definite numeric quantifier. The
result of the research shows such occurrences can be divided into two types: restrictive and
non-restrictive.

Third, while comparing the classifiers in Mandarin and Thai found that the position
and categories of classifiers in both languages are different. Some categories can be found
in either language. However, some categories of classifiers can be found in both languages.
In Mandarin, the definite numeric quantifiers can co-occur with classifiers in two conditions as
previously mentioned. However, in Thai, the definite numeric quantifiers can co-occur with the

classifiers indefinitely.
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