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The present study aims at examining the ideology on “the Khmers” as represented in 
various types of discourse focusing on the case of the 2003 anti-Thai riots in Cambodia in 
Thai daily newspapers. The research questions here are: (1) what are the images of “the 
Khmers" projected in Thai daily newspapers (2) what is the ideology underlying the 
construction of such images (3) what are the linguistic devices adopted to explicitly and 
implicitly construct the ideology. The data elicited are from the top five popular Thai daily 
newspapers including Thai Rath, Daily news, Khao Sod, Matichon and Khom Chad Luek 
between January 28th to February 3rd 2003.

It is found that the 9 linguistic strategies adopted in the data to construct the 
ideology on “the Khmers" are using selective choices of words, coining epithets, using 
rhetorical structures, using presupposition manipulation, using passive construction, using 
quotation, using detailed narratives, use of punctuation marks and font sizes, and 
highlighting. These devices altogether construct the images of “the Khmers” as the villain, 
the dependant, the untrustworthy and ignorant people and the enemy of the Thai.

These images of “the Khmers” in Thai daily newspapers underlying the nationalistic 
ideology and the Thai national sentiment. These two sets of idea lead to the ‘us and them' 
concept and that ‘we are superior to them.’
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