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[Sayyid Ahmad] The man shook his head and murmured, “When? ...
When? Only lord knows. All we read about in the papers are British victories. Wll
they really win or will the German and Turk be victorious in the end? Answer our
Prayer, 0 God."1

(Abbas 1)

' Naguib Mahfouz, Palace Walk, trans. William Maynard Hutchins and Olive E. Kenny
(London: Black Swan, 1994), p.13.



32

[Sayyid Ahmad] “What a fine man Prince Kamal al Din Hussayn is! Do you know
what he did? He refused to ascend the throne of his late father so long as the
British are in charge” [...] “Prince Ahmad Fuad, or Sultan Fuad as he will be
known from now on, accepted the throne. The celebration came to climax today
with his investiture. Then he went in a procession from Bustan Castle to Abdin
Palace.3

2 Ritchie Ovendale, The Middle Eastsince 1914, 2nded. (London and New York : Longman,
1998), p.4.

3Naguib Mahfouz, Palace Walk, trans. William Maynard Hutchins and Olive E. Kenny
(London: Black Swan, 1994), p.12.



33

al-Liwa

His patriotism had not come to him accidentally. It had matured with him
since childhood, when he had heard the previous generation recount tales of the
heroism of Egyptian revolutionary Urabi. It had been enflamed by articles and
speeches printed in the nationalist newspapers ‘al-Liwa'. And what a unique
sight it had been, arousing both laughter and concern, the day he was seen
crying like a haby over the death of Mustafa Kamil.4

41bid., p. 331,
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(Sir Reginald Wingate)

zeppelin

Khadija interrupted in their conversation to ask," Why do you love the
German when they’re the ones who sent a zeppelin to drop bombs on us?

Fahmy proceeded to affirm, as he always did, that the German had
intended their hombs for the English, not the Egyptians.5

5 1bid., p. 56,
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The Shaykh shook his head sorrowfully. He said with anguish,
“Yesterday |was walking in the Muski when two Australian soldiers blocked my
way. They told me to hand over evening I'had. So lemptied my pockets for them
and brought out the one thing | had, and ear of corn. One of them took it and
kicked it like a ball. The other snatched my turban. He unwound the cloth from it
ripped it and flung itin my face.” 6

3.1.2 (..1922- 1952)

. 1922

1923

6 Ibid-, p. 39,
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3121

.. 1919

.. 1919

Mr. Ibrahim al-Far said, “Alexandria set sail from Sa'd Zaghlul Pasha today
heading for Paris,”[...]

They had been quick to add, “He will continue negotiating until he
regains his health, when he will set sail for the invitation  response to the
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London he received from" or “He will receive Ramsay MacDonald from the
independence of agreement.”7

20

7Naguib Mahfouz, Palace Desire, trans. William Maynard Hutchins, Lorn M. Kenny and
Olive E.Kenny (London: Black Swan, 1994), p.3.
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Hasan repeated this characterization with provocating disdain and scorn, which
were at odds with his normal gentle courtesy. He made fun of Sa'd Zaghlul’s
policies and rhetorical flourishes. He extolled the majesty of Adli Tharwat,
Muhammad Mahmud, and other members of the Liberal Constitutionalist group,
who, in Kamal's eyes, were traitors or Englishmen in fezzes.8

Liberal Constitutionalist ‘ '

Liberal Constitutionalist
‘We were invited here to commit
suicide, but we refuse. This all that happened.” '

Hasan Salim said, “The man and his era have become part of history.
The present situation can be put in these few words: Sa'd Zaghlul refused to
allow anyone else, no matter how fine or wise, to speak in the name of Egypt."

Immediately after receiving this blow, Kamal restored, “The present
situlation can be summed up in even fewer words: No one in Egypt is able to
speak for her except Sa'd. The people’s support for him is great enough to
achieve our goal inthe end.™

8 Ibid., p. 151-152.
91bid., p. 155.



(Sir Lee stack Pasha)

Kamal answered, “The assassination of Sir Lee stack pasha was blow
directed at Sa'd © government. ..."

“Let me repeat for you what Hasan Salim said: “This attack is a
manifestation of the hatred that some people, including the killers, habor
for the English. Sa'd Zaghlul is more responsible than anyone else for
inciting this hatred."[...] “This is the English view. Havent you read the
telegrams printed in the newspaper, in Al-Ahram? No wonder the Liberal
Constitutionalists are repeating it. One of Sa'd’s proudest achievements is
that he aroused hostility against the English.” 10

Al-Ahram

“ Ihig., p. 180.
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The personal distress of the great nationalist leader also resembled the
vanquished state of the nation.Kamal felt the same emotion and passion about
the political situation as he did about his personal condition. He might just as
well have been referring to himself when he asked of Sa'd Zaghlul, “Is this unjust
treatment appropriate for such a sincere man?” He might easily have meant
Hasan Salim when he said of Ahamd Ziwar Pasha, who replaced Sa'd Zaghlul
as a Prime Minister, “He betrayed our trust and restored to unfair tactics to gain
control. 11

Isma’il asked, “Was this a unilateral engagement, like Great Britain’s
unilateral declaration of Egyptian independence on February 28, 1922?”

The conquered Egyptian nation as a whole had proudly rejected that
declaration, but nominal sovereignty had been thrust upon it with the inevitable
consequences. Kamal laughed out loud.2

" bid., p. 227.
2 1bid., p. 257.
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.. 1922

Addressing Husayn but pointing at Kamal, Isma’l exclaimed, “Your
friend's not too happy about the coalition. It rubs him the wrong way for Sa'd
Zaghlul to hold hands with traitors. It's even harder on him that Sa'd agreed to
avoid conflict with the British by leaving the post of Prime Minister to his longtime
foe Adli. So you’ll find that his view are even more immoderate than those of his
revered leader.”

“The truce with former enemies and traitors is one more disappointment
you have to swallow,” Kamal told himself. "Is there anything in this world that has
lived up your hopes?” B

* bid., p. 347.
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a sad voice, Yasin said, “Oh! | know what it’s about. When | was on
my way here, Iheard people spreading the news. Sa'd Zaghlul has died."

Still stunned, Kamal followed him silently. [...] Sa'd was dead. The hero
of the exile, the revolution, the liberation, and the constitution had died. Why
should he not mourn for Sa'd Zaghlul, when the best gualities of his personality
came from Sa'd guidance and leadership?4

* 1bid., pp.421-422.
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Palace Desire

. 1919

3122

..1930
(Isma’ll Sidqy)

[Sayyid Ahmad] Merchants called the period commencing with 1930 the
days of terror. Isma’ll Sidqy had dominated the country’s politics, and scarcity
had governed its economy. From morning to night there had been news of
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bankruptcies and liquidations. Throwing up their hands in dismay, businessmen
had wondered what the morrow had in store for them.5

.. 1925 - 1935

Today it was Tawfiq Nasim, yesterday Isma’ll Sidqy, and before that Muhammad
Mahmud. This illomened chain of despots stretched back into prehistory. “Every
bastard has been deluded by his own power and has claimed to be the chosen
guardian for us children. ...The sound he heard shook his heart. As he listened
intently, the noise of shots rang out once more. He could see demonstrators in

HNaguib Mahfouz, Sugar street, William Maynard Hutchins and Angele Botros Samaan
(London: Black Swan, 1997), p. 12
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the distance, milling around chaotically. English constable on horsebacks were
galloping in the direction of the demonstrators.'6

3.12.3

Ifthe English leave, none of these other men will matter and the constant
change of governments will cease.”

® 1pig., p. 32.
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“Yes. Ifthe King wants to make trouble behind the scenes then, he want
find anyone to help him.” [...] The king will be left with two choices. Either he
respects the constitution or he says goodbye.”

“If the English agree to evacuate Egypt, why would they continue to
protect the King?"l/

. 1923

1923

lbrahim al - Far nodded his head admiringly and said, “Picture this
scene: King Fuad, broken by age and ill health, places his hand affectionately
on the shoulder of Mustafa al- Nashhas and call for the formation of a coalition
government. Al-Nahhas is unmoved. He does not forget his duty as a trusted
leader or abandon for one moment the constitution, which royal tears had almost
drowned. Unimpressed by any of this, he says resolutely and courageously,
The 1923 constitution first, Your Majesty”. 18

1935

7 lbid,, p.36.
B Ihid, p. 36.
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This year is 1935. Eight years have passed since Sa'd death and fifteen
since the revolution. Yet the English are everywhere, in the barracks, the police,
the army, and various ministries. The foreign capitulations that make every son
of a bitch a respected gentleman are still operative. This sorry state of affairs
must end." 9

Abd al-Muni’m answered, “Farug is just a boy. He’s not as crafty or as vindictive
as his father. It all goes well, with successful negotiations and a return of the

* 1bid., p. 36.
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Wafd to power, things will calm down and the era of conspiracies will vanish. It
seems that the future will be good.”

“And the English ?”

“If the negotiations are successful, they will become our friends and,
consequently, the alliance between the palace and the English against the

Egyptian people will be terminated. Then the king will be forced to respect the
constitution.”2

[Riyad Qaldas] Farug’s not the only one responsible. [...] If the nation
were cleansed of traitors, the king would not find anyone to help him suppress
the rights of the people.[...] The English arent playing an active role now, but
the people and the king are at loggerheads. Independence isnt everything.
There is also the people’s sacred prerogative to enjoy their rights and their
sovereignty—to love as free men, not slaves.”2

2 1bid., pp. 71 -72.
2 bid., p. 134-135.
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these delicate wartime conditions, how could al-Nahhas have agree to let the
king be deposed and the country be ruled by an English soldier? [...]
I still believe in al-Nahhas, but perhaps he's made a mistake. Idon't say
he’s a conspirator or a traitor. ..."
The responsibility rests with those troublemakers who supported the
Fascist cause behind the backs of the English—as if the Fascists would respect
our independence. Don’t we have a treaty with the English? [...] The fact is that
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our independence is nothing but a fiction. What purpose would be served by
having king deposed and our country governed by an English military ruler?2

., Young Egypt  Misr al-Fatat

“Young Egypt—Misr al-Fatat? Its insignificant. You could count its
supporters on your fingers. The other parties have no followers except for
relatives of the leaders. Then there is a minority that's not interested in any of the

parties. Some, and I'm among them, prefer the Wafd to the others but hope for a
more perfect one.”3

National Party

2 Ibid., p. 221.
2 Ibid., p. 80.
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This is what | wanted to know. The Wafd is the people’s party and
represents an important and natural step in our development. The National Party
i Turkish, religious, and reactionary. The Watd Party has crystallized and
purified Egyptian nationalism. It has also been a school for nationalism and
democracy. But the point is that the nation is not and must not be content with
this school. We want a further stage of development. We desire a school for
socialism. Independence is not the ultimate goal. Its a way to obtain the
people’s constitutional, economic, and human rights.”2

* bid., p.80.
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It is the homeland that bestow the feeling of identity. Our culture is of this land.
We must not try to deconstruct this national character and reduce it to its original
components, because that would cause it to lose all its cohesion. It would be like

reducing water to oxygen and hydrogen—gases drifting away and disappearing in the
air.”

3.124 2

Ridwan said in an aside to Ahmad, “With the entry of ltaly into the war, Egypt’s
situation has become extremely grave."

“Perhaps these mock air raids will turn into real ones.”

“But she’s allied with Hitler.”

“Communism is the enemy of the Nazis, and the evil threatening the
world from a German victory is greater than that from a victory by the
democracies.’d

SMohamed Salmawy, "Egyptian Identity” Alagtyjb Mahfouz at Sidi Gaber: Reflections Nobel
Laureate 1994 - 2001. (Cairo: The American University, 2001), p.101.
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“They have darkened the world," Khadija complained.”" May God darken
their lives. What are all these things we never knew before? Air-raid sirens!
Antiaircraft guns! Searchlights! These calamities could turn @ man's hair white

hefore his time."%

“A polite statement," Ahmad told himself, “is excusable at a party
ornamented by my friend, but we only listen to the German broadcast. Our

Naguib Mahfouz, Sugar street, trans.William Maynard Hutchins and Angele Botros

Samaan (London: Black Swan, 1997), p. 161.
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people love the German, if only because they hate the English. Colonialism is
the final stage of capitalism.[..jHopefully the war will polish both the Nazis
movement and colonialism."Z

20

( adal-
Din)

Z7 Ibid., p. 168.
B1bid., p. 173.
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Kamal commented," The German are no better than English”

Riyad Qaldas said, “We haved learned to live with the English, and some
humane principles. With the German tomorrow, we'll have to deal with a youthful,
greedy, conceited, wealthy, and bellicose imperialism. What will we do then?2

The Cairo Trilogy

= Ibid, pp. 174-175.
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. 1981

The Day the Leader Was Killed

1981

3.131 !

2 Richard F. Nyraop, E@/Q. a (nmysttdy (Washington, D.c. : Foreign Area Studies,
American University, 1983), p.25 - 48.
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Infitah

(Opening)

6 1973

1974

[Elwan] Imports with no transfer of funds. Different kinds of cheese. New
bank. What do eggs cost today? The showering of banknote on singers and

dancer in nightclubs on the Pyramid Road simply as a token of appreciation.33

Naguib Mahfouz, Tre DiWE Leecky N"Ed trans. Malak Mashem.fNew York:

Anchor Books, 2000], p. 54.
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[Elwan] Ifthis kind of talk disturbs you, then just take a look at the street.
Watch the passerby closely: conceal? Men, women, children, and even
pregnant women no longer stay at home: the tragic or the comic sums them all
up. Furniture stores and boutigues are all crammed with goods. How many
nations live side by side in this one nation?3

3132

* Ibid., p. 53,
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50

“( certain day now, we’l have to be working mornings and evenings at
Ministry, so I'l have to give up my job at the firm,”said Fawwaz in his loud voice.

| grew up perturbed. Both he and his wife work in a private sector firm.
Their income, my pension, and Elwan salary combined are hardly sufficient to
meet the bare necessities of life, so how would it be if he were to leave the firm?
[...] Pl do some of your work for you and bring the rest home. [...] said Hanaa.
That means I'd have to work from crack of dawn to midnight,” Fawwaz retorted
angrily.d

= |hid, p. 5
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Typical of one for whom time is money, she takes off her coat, hangs it
on the hanger near the door, and marches into Fawwaz and Hanaa’s room. |
follow her as | have been told to do. Isit on a chair and watch her as she
sweeps, dusts, cleans, polishes, and puts things in order. Energetic and light in
spite of her corpulence. They're afraid she might steal something. Unjustified
suspicious, a vestige of the past. Umm All's hour is worth one pound. She
buzzes around from house to house like a bee. Her income exceeds our
combined salaries. &

J Naguib Mahfouz, The pay the Leader was ited, trans. Malak Mashem.[New York:
Anchor Books, 2000] p.21-22.
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[Muhtashimi] There are also memaries of my Azharite grandfather, a
teacher of grammar, who used to address my illiterate grandmother in classical
Arabic. He begot a progeny of sane and insane offspring who, to this day,
perpetrate reason and madness. You scum of the earth, why my grandson? You
have bequeathed your children money and security, and the rest of us ruin,
poverty, and debts. Itis as though the revolution had taken place only to bring
you joy and us sorrow.3

One day, Abu al-Abbas al-Mursi, the pious sage, came across a group
of people crowding around a bakery in Cairo in a year when prices has risen

= Ibid, p. 6364
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tremendously. His heart went out to them. Itoccurred to him that if he had some
small change, he could have helped these people, whereupon he felt some
weight in his pocket. When he put his hand in it, he found a few coins, which he
went on to dole out to the people. After he had left, the baker discovered that the
coins were false. So he cried out for help until he caught the man, who then
realized that the feelings of pity he had felt for the people had been a sort of
objection on his part to God’s ways to men. Repentant, he begged the Lord's
forgiveness and, no sooner had he done that, than the baker realized that the
coins had in fact been genuine!3

Falafel

Now it is beans or falafel for breakfast. Both of these are more important than
Suez Canal. Gone are the days of eggs, cheese, pastrami, and jam. Those were
the days of ancient regime or B.l. -that is, Before infitah, Sadat’s open door

= Ibid, p.6-7.
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economic policy. Prices have long since rocketed; everything has gone
berserk.4)

3133

“TOday | bought d pI‘iCE|ESS bOOk entitled How to Repair Your
Household Appliances. Let'S hOpe |t W|” |ibel‘ate from the plumber and
electrician." Whereupon Elwan added:

“ |hid, p. 4,
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“Is there no book that can liberate from the rulers?”

“People are speaking of nothing but the imprisonment of those who have
been thrown into jail," continued Fawwaz.

“Professor Alyaa is in prison and so is my friend Mahmud al-Mahruqi!”

rejoined Elwan nervously.4

How to Repair Your Household

Appliances ( )

[Elwan] Your glossary consists of only one hero: a martyr. You spend
days totally infatuated and spellbound; you are now wasting more time feeling
confused and sorry for yourself. The least | can say about myself is that | have

lived to see three of my pupils become minister!42

[Elwan] The miracle of science and production! But what of what is being said
about corruption and crooks? What Alyaa Samih and Mahmud al-Mahruqi are

saying is just awful. What is right? Why have | become suspicious of everything

i, p. 78
Ibid,, pp.49-50.
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since the fall of my idol in June 1967? How do people fine a magic formula for
amassing colossal wealth in record time? Could this happen without

corruption?43

1967 ,

- . 1882

< Ihig, p. 13
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Fahmy was telling Yasin, “Hidenburg’s last offensive was extremely important.
Its quite possible itwill be the turning point of war.”

Yasin was sympathetic to his borther’s hopes, [..] He wanted the
caliphate claimed by the Ottoman sultans to regain its previous might and for
khedive Abbas Il and Muhammad Farid to return to Egypt. [...] “Four years have
passed and we keep saying this same thing."#4

Naguib Mahfouz, patace walk, trans. William Maynard Hutchins and Olive E Kenny
( London: Black Swan, 1994), p. 56.
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45
1918 (Ali Sha'rawi Pasha)
1 (Abd al-Aziz Fahmy Bey)w (Muhammad Ali

Alluba Bey) (Abd al-Latif al-Makabbati)
(Muhammad Mahmud Pasha) (Ahmad Lutfi al Sayyid Bey)

(Sir Reginald Wingate)

Al-Sayyid Ahmad took it and read aloud: “We the signatories of this
document, authorize Messrs. Sa'd Zaghlul Pasha, Ali Sharawi Pasha, Abd al-
Aziz Fahmy Bey, Muhammad Ali Alluba Bey, Abd al-Latif al Makabbati,

Muhammad Mazhmud Pasha, and Ahmad Lutfi al-Sayyid Bey, and those

% Encyclopaedia Britanica.2006. sa'd zaghiut [onling]. Available from:
http://www.britanica/eb/article-9078193 f2006. Febuary 24]


http://www.britanica/eb/article-9078193_f2006
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persons they choose to include in their number, to strike by all legal and
peaceful means available to them to achieve the total independence of Eqypt."6

He smiled in a sensitive way that revealed his happiness and pride at
having Sa'd and his colleagues represent him. Although those men had not
been famous long, they had been welcomed into everyone’s hearts, arousing

4 Naguib Mahfouz, paiace wai, trans. William Maynard Hutchins and Olive E Kenny
( London: Black Swan, 1994), p. 328.
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deep, suppressed desires. Their encouraging impact was like that of a new cure
on a patient with an old malady that has resisted treatment, even though he is
trying the medicine for the first time.4/

3.2.2 .. 1919

Palace Walk

1919

“ Jhig,, p. 329,
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. 1919

“1919 Revolution”

Yasin commented, “it’s a sad affair. All our men: the khedive Abbas I
the nationalists Muhammad Farid and Sa'd Zaghlul...all have been driven far
from the nation.”

Fahmy exclaimed passionately, “what rouges the English are! ..we
address them in the same terms they used to gain sympathy during their ordeal
and they answer with military threats, exile, and banishment."/8

Palace Fvalk

 Ibid, p. 353,
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That day had been relatively peaceful compared with the next. Monday
morning began with a general strike and a demonstration in which all the
schools participated, carrying their banners, together with untold throngs of
citizens. Eqypt had come back to life. twas a new country. Its citizens rushed to
crowd into the streets to prepare for a battle with an anger that had been
concealed for a long time. Fahmy threw himself into the swarms of people with
intoxicating happiness and enthusiasm, like a displaced person rediscovering
his family after a long separation.®

 |hid, p. 3.
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The young man jumped out of bed to run to the window looking down,
he saw a small encampment on Palace Walk under the cistern building at
vantage point for the streets that branched off there. It consisted a number of
tents, three trucks, and several groups of soldiers. Adjacent to the tents, rifles
had been stacked up in groups of four, [...jit's the English, just as you said.
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Theyve come to intimidate people and to stop the demonstrations of their
source.9

They stayed on the roof until shortly before noon. The two elder brothers
entertained themselves by observing the small British encampment. They saw
that some of the soldiers had set up a field kitchen and were preparing food.
Soldiers were scattered between the intersections of Qirmiz Alley and al-
Nahhasin with Palace Walk in an area otherwise deserted. From time to time
many would fall into line at a signal from a bugle. Then they would get their rifles
and climb into one of the vehicles, which would carry them off toward Bayt al-
Qadig

5 Ihid, p. 370,
s Ibid, p. 375
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(Sayyida Zaynab)

Matters progressed rapidly. Someone called for them to leave the
school. They went off in a demonstration, heading for the School of Engineering,
where the students joined them at once, and then on to Agriculture, where the
students rushed out chanting as though they had been excepting them. They
went to Medicine and Commerce. As soon as reach al-Sayyida Zaynab Square
they merged with a mass demonstration of citizens. Shouts were raised for
Egypt, independence, and Sa'd.2

* |hid., pp. 357, 356.
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The demonstration, which was thronged by onlookers, passed by the
homes of influential politicians, voicing its protests in various terms, until it
reached Ministries street. Then a violent disturbance passed through the
swarms of people and someone shouted “The English!" Bullets immediately
started flying and drowned out the sound of the protesters. The first fatalities
occurred. Some people continued on with insane zeal, while others seemed
nailed to the ground. Many separated off and sought shelter in homes and
coffee houses. Fahmy was in this last category. [..] ~ his sorrowful solitude he
wished that he had been one of the departed or at least one of those who held
their ground.33

Ministries

= Ibid, p. 360.
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A revolution was raging in al areas of the Nile valley from the extreme
north to the extreme south. Fahmy recounted what he knew about the railroads
and telephone line being cut, the outbreak of demonstrations in different
provinces, the battles between the English and the revolutionary the massacres,
the martyrs, the national funerals with processions with tens of coffins at a time,
and the capital city with its students, workers, and attorneys on strike, where
transportation was limited to cart. Fie remarked heatedly “Is this really a
revolution? Let them kil as many as their savagery dictates. Death only
invigorates US.%

* Ibid, p. 373



Beautiful women marched in protest.
| went to observe their rally.

| found them proudly

Brandishing the blackness of their garments.

They look like stars,
Gleaming in a pitch-black night.
They took to the streets;

Sa'd home was their target.5

% hid, p. 374,

*

80
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| grieve for those who have perished. How many mothers are weeping sorely
now? How many a mother finds that today’s joy only adds another sorrow to her
regrets?”[...]

She put her fingers in her ears and shouted, “May God be my witness to
what the young master said. .." “A mother trills with joy when her son is
martyred? Where? On this earth? Not here or even underground where the

devils reside.”®

Naguib Mahfouz, Pelace V\ﬂk trans. William Maynard Hutchins and Olive E Kenny
( London: Black Swan, 1994), p. 481.
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Yasin proceeded to the house almost reeling with joy. What good luck he
had had... An Englishman - not and Australian or an Indian - had smiled at him
and thanked him. [...] An Englishman - in other words, the kind of man he
imagined to embody all the perfections of the human race.5

 Ibid, p.395.
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Kamal laughed. He said, “During the conversation one of them began to
sing ina low voice. Then lasked them if they want to hear me.”[...]

He suddenly ran off to the study, where he raised his head to see the
picture of Sa'd Zaghlul on the wall next to those of the Khedive Abbas II,
Mustafa Kamil, and Muhammad Farid. When he returned he said, “There’re a lot
better-looking than Sa'd Pasha.®

Fahmy shook his head sadly and remarked, “ What a traitor you are [...]
They brought you with a piece of chocolate. You're not so young you can he

* |bid, pp.402-403,
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excused for saying that. Pupils in your school are dying as martyrs every day.
May God grant you failure. [...] Fahmy’s attempt to make him feel bad seemed

to have been in vain for in his heart there was nothing but contentment and
love.D

The teacher ordered them to review the previous lesson. Meanwhile he
busied himself correcting their exercises and ignored them as though they
actually were on strike. Kamal open a book. He pretended to read but paid
no attention to the book. He did not like staying at school with nothing to
do, when he could have been with the strikes or at home enjoying the
vacation that these amazing days had unexpectedly granted him. He
found school opressive inaway he had not before.a

Ibid, p.403.

@ Mohamed Salmawy, “Days of Revolution”in, NEQLIONVETOLE & Sic Geter: Reflectiars of
aNobdl Laureste 1994-200L, (Cairo: The American University, 2001), p.113.

&l Naguib Mahfouz, Pdlace V\ﬂk trans. William Maynard Hutchins and Olive E Kenny
(London: Black Swan, 1994), p. 363.
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Their adversary shrugged his shoulders disdainfully and shouted
oratorically, “A despicable English spy. | have seen him repeatedly with my own
eyes conversing privately with the English at Palace Walk. | have witnesses to
that. He won't dare deny it Ichallenge him [....] Down with the traitor.

A violent wave surged through the people packed together there. Eager
zealots moved in from every direction waving their shoes and boots. Yasin felt
desperate and defeat. He glanced all around him and whenever he looked all he
saw was the face of someone looking for a fight, bubbling over anger and
hatred.@

lbid., pp.415-416.
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Soldiers brought in more men, some from al-Husayn and others from al-
Nahhasin, who were quickly incorporated into the work force. Al-Sayyid Ahmad
looked around. The place was almost packed full of people. They spread out

around the trench in every direction. [...]
Did they think that digging a hole would bring Sa'd back or drive the

English out of Eqypt? [...] Will life retain any savor? Life loses it savor in the
shadow of the revolution. Revolution...in other words, a soldier take you

captive

% hid, pp.446-447 450.
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Al-Sayyid Ahmad sat at his desk bent over his ledgers, immersing himself in his
daily tasks, which helped him forget,[...] Customers were no longer content just
to bargain and buy. Over the bags of rice and coffee beans he had heard about
the battle of Bulag, the massacres at Asyut, the funeral processions with tens of
coffins, and the young man who has wrested a machine gun away from the
enemy, [...] News like this, tinged crimson with blood, assaulted his ears from
time to time[...]

How miserable it was to live constantly in the shadow of death. Why did
not the revolution achieve its objectives quickly before he or any of his family
was harmed®

(Bulag) (Asyut)

o Ihid,, p462.
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1919

What’s happening in the street? Al-Sayyid Ahmad wondered as he rose
hastily from his desk [..] People conversed as though delivering a public
oration. Even the most personal discussions ricocheted everywhere, flying up to
the minaret [..]  no sense was it a quiet street, but a sudden clamor had
arisen, at first heard in raucous until it sounded like a howling wind. It enveloped
the whole district, near and far.[...]

The man replied enthusiastically, “Sa’d Pasha has been free®

[Sayyid Ahmad] The effect of the news about Sa'd was evident
everywhere. The entries of the shops were jammed with their owners and
customers, who were congratulating each other. The windows of the houses
were crowded with children, and ululating trills of joy could be heard from the
women at the peepholes of the window grilles. Impromptu demonstrations took
place between al-Nahhasin, the Goldsmiths Bazaar, and Bayt al-Qadi, with
people yelling their hearts out for Sa'd, Sa'd, Sa'd and then Sa’d &

6 Ihid, p.477,
6 Ihid,, p.48L.
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[Sayyid Ahamd] The era of fear and bloodshed has passed, never to return [...]
The days of fear and bloodshed have vanished. Isn't that so? Sa'd is free and at
liberty. He’s probably on his way now to Europe. Only a step or a word stands
between US and independence. These are demonstrations with trills of joy, not
bullet. [...]

Fahmy, who seemed as happy as a child, said™The English wouldn't
have free Sa'd if they weren't agreeing to our demands. He'll travel to Europe
and then return with independence. This is what everyone says. No matter what
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else happens, April 7, 1919 will remain the date marking the success of the
Revolution.”®

What was he compared with the man who had carried the flag in the
Bulag demonstration, or massacre, as it had come to be called? That fellow had
died a martyr, clasping the flag with his hand, standing his ground at the head
of procession, shouting at the top of his lung for everyone to stand firm. What

Naguib Mahfouz, Palace Walk, trans. William Maynard Hutchins and Olive E. Kenny
(London: Black Swan, 1994), p.478-479.
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was Fahmy compared with that martyr's companions who had rushed to raise
the flag again only to be shot down around him with their breast decorated
heroically by bullet holes?®

On his way to Ramses Square, he began to observe the streets and
vehilces. It appeared that everyone was heading his way: students, workers,
civil servants, and ordinary folk, riding or walking. They had a relaxed look about
them, appropriate for people going to a peaceful demonstration sanctioned by
the authorities. He too felt the way they did. Kwas not the same as when he had

 |hid, pp. 487-488,
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searched for the appointed place with an excited soul and heart that pounded
hard whenever he thought about perishing.0

19

71

0 1lbid,, p.488.
N Fez
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When will you stand before Sa'd? When will you see him for the first time and
feast your eyes on him? My heart is pounding and my eyes long to weep. [t will
be a great day. All of Egypt will come out to welcome him. What we're doing
today will be like a drop of water in the sea compared with that time, o Lord!
The square’s full. The streets feeding into it are full: Abbas, Nubar, al-Faggala.
There’s never been a demonstration like this before. A hundred thousand
people, wearing modern fezzes and traditional turbans—students, workers, civil
servants, Muslim and Christian religious leaders, the judges..who could have
imagined this? They dontmind the . This is Eqypt.72

The enormous parade began to move. Successive waves rolled forward,
chanting patriot slogans. Egypt appeared to be one great demonstration...
united in one person and single chant. [...] Fahmy imagined the vanguard would
be approaching Abdin Palace before he and his group had budged from their
position in front of the railroad station. ftwas the first demonstration that machine
guns had not interrupted. No longer would bullets come from one side and
stone from the other.[..] The sight of thousands of people concentrated

7 Naguib Mahfouz, Palace Walk, trans. William Maynard Hutchins and Olive E. Kenny.
(London: Black Swan, 1994), p.490.
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together filled him with such limitless power arid assurance it was like armor
protecting him, clinging tightly to him so that bullets could not penetrate.B

His arms and legs began a slow, limp, disjointed motion. “How loud the
clamor is. But what are they screaming about? [..] There’s nothing. Nothing.
Darkness and more darkness. A gentle motion's pushing with the regularity of
the ticking of a clock. The heart is flowing with it There’s a whisper
accompanying it The gate of garden. Isn't that s0? Its moving in a fluid, ripping
way and slowly dissolving. The towering tree is dancing gently. The sky [...] the
sky. High, expansive [...] nothing but the calm, smiling sky with peace raining
from it."7%

7 Ibid., pp.490,491.
74 Ibid., pp.492-493
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And we may disagree about the extent of our satisfaction with the Wafd Party.
But the most important thing is to question nationalism itself. Yes, there is no
argument about the need for independence, but afterward the understanding of
nationalism must develop until it is absorbed into a loftier and more
comprehensive concept. Its not unlikely that in the future we’ll come to regard
martyrs to the nationalist movement as we now do victims of foolish battles
between tribes and clans.”»

MNaguib Mahfouz, sugar street, trans. William Maynard Hutchins and Angele Botros
Samaan (London: Black Swan, 1997), p.26.
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.1923

1930

One said, “Commemoration of our past struggle is a struggle in every sense of
the word this year.”

Another observed, “It should provide a response to Foreign Secretary
Hoare and his minister declaration.”

Aroused by the reference to the British official, a third shouted, “The son
of a bitch said, ‘...we have advised against the re-enactment of the Constitutions

of 1923 and 1930.”Why is our constitute any business of his?"7

* Ihid, p. 27.
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[kamal] He got out of the streetcar at Sa’'d Zaghlul street and joined an informal
procession heading toward the pavilion erected for the holiday celebrations near
Sa'd Zaghlul's home, the House of the Nation. At ten-meter interval they
encountered groups of soldiers with stern but dull faces. They were under the

command of English constable.77

(Qasr al Ayni)

[Kamal] On his way he passed by the House of the Nation and, as always,
gazed at it, moving his eyes from the historic balcony to the courtyard, which
had witness such momentous events in the nation’s history. The building had
almost magical fascination for him. Here Sa'd Zaghlul had stood. Here Fahmy
and his comrade has stood. On this street bullets had lodged in the breasts of
the martyrs. His people were in perpetual need of a revolution to combat the

wave of oppression the prevented their rebirth. Periodic revolutions were

 Ihid, p. 28



102

necessary to serve as a vaccine against this dread, for tyranny was the nation's
most deeply entrenched malady.®

There was pandemonium everywhere. Initially the rapid firing was
frightening, but then the shots became less frequent. The sound of breaking
glass was audible as well as the neighing of horses. An increase in volume of
the furious voices showed that rebellious bands were dashing at break neck
speech from one location to the next. “The constables’ bullets rained down on
the students. Only God knows how many were hit.” ... twas treachery pure and

* Ibid,, p. 31,
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simple, if their goal had been to break up the demonstration, they would have
fired into the air from their distance positions.®

3.24

(Muslim Brethren or Muslim Brotherhood)

. 1923

. 1923

" lhid, p. 32
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A Student asked, “Who are the Muslim Brethren?”

Hilmi 1zzat replied, “A religious group with the goal of reviving Islam,
intellectually and practically. Haven't you heard of their circles that have been
established in all the districts?"

“Does it differ from the Young Men's Muslim Association?”

“Yes."

“How”[..]

his powerful, Abd al-Muni’m said, “We’re not merely an organization
dedicated to teaching and preaching. We attempt to understand Islam as God
intended it to be: a religion, a way of life, a code of law, and a politic system.”d

 Jhig,, p.119,
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With the crystallization of Abd al-Muni'm’s character and orientation, he
established himself as a capable civil servant and an energetic member of
Muslim Brethren. Leadership of their branch in al-Gamaliya developed upon
him. Named a legal adviser to the organization, he helped edit its journal and
occasionally delivered sermons in sympathetic mosques. [...] at the service of
the cause, which he believed wholeheartedly to be, as its founder put it, “a pure
revivalist mission, a brotherhood based upon the Prophet's example, a mystic
reality, a political organization, an athletic association, a cultural and scientific

league, an economic partnership, and a social concept.”8

Muslim Brethren

> Ibid, p. 275,
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Young

Egypt “ " (Misr al-Fatat)

Young Egypt is a criminal, reactionary, Fascist movement. It's just
dangerous as the reactionary religious group. It's nothing more than an echo of
German and Italian militarism, worshipping power, demanding dictatoria
control, and disparaging human values and human dignity. Like cholera and

typhoid, reactionary movements are endemic to this region and need to be

eradicated.”8

Young Egypt

Sugar street

Young Egypt

= |hig, p.80.
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. 1950

Sugar street

1919

I'm daughter of al-Sayyid Ahmad Abd al-Jawad and the sister of Fahmy
Ahmad al-Jawad, who was killed by the English during the revolution. Don't you
remember him? ... They’re the nephews of your old friend.

Without looking at either of them, the officer responded, We’re acting on
orders from the Ministry of the Interior. ...

Khadija cast a stony glance her way and then sped down to the first-
floor apartment, where she found Sawsan at the door as well, observing the
courtyard with a gloomy face. Glancing in that direction, Khadija saw Abd al-
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Muni'm and Ahmad surrounded by policemen, who were taking them out of the
house.&

Shaking her head anxiously, she remark, “Your sister says they arrested
Abd al-Muni'm because he’s a Muslim Brother. Why are they arresting
Muslims?!...

“A Communist? Like the Muslim Brethren, Communists are suspected by
the government.”

“Communists? What community is this? The shi'ah community of AM?’

Hiding his smile, Kamal answered, “The Communists arent a religious
community like the Shi'ah. They’re a political party opposed to the government
and the English."84

@ Ihid, pp. 295, 296.
o Ihid, p.297,
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[Elwan]  those days, there was a dialogue of sorts and laughter, the
excitement of studies and the illusion of heroism. We are the people. We chose
you from the very heart of the people. Love was a bouquet of roses wrapped up
in hope. We lost our very first leader, our very first primadonna. Another leader—
one diametrically opposed—then comes along to extricate us from our defeat
and, in so doing, ruins for us the joy of victory. One victory for two defeats. We
chose you from the very heart of the people.®

Naguib Mahfouz, The Day the Leader Wa Killed, trans. Malak Mashem (New York:
Anchor Books, 2000), p. 27.
87 Six Days War 1967
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[Muhtashimi]“Time is flying. [Elwan] You're reasonable young man and
you can save her. You could even save yourself. Its not only bad luck. It's long
line of calamities: June 1967, the ifian, Russia, the United States, and the
Kingdom of corrupt."®

[God] He toves not the evildoers. What is this decree all about? You declare a
revolution on May 5 and then annul it on September 5? You throw all sorts of
Egyptians into prison—Muslims, Copts, party men, and intellectuals? Only the
opportunists are on the loose. God help you, Egypt!

| remember the day Saad Zaghloul was placed under house arrest in
Bayt al-Umma and the opportunists started crawling toward the Palace in a
show of affected loyalty. Why are you replaying that old drama that looms large
in the repertoire of Egyptian tradgedies? | remember the dark days of
oppression. Was 1919 then a dream or a myth?®

8§ Naguib Mahfouz, The Day the Leader was Killed, trans. Malak Mashem.(New York:

Anchor Books, 2000), p. 38.
* |bid,, p.76.
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5 5 1971 “Corrective
Revolution"
1971
(Arab Republic of Egypt)

1919

U9 . 1981

[Muhtashimi] They know nothing of revolutions. They haven't even heard
of them. The hired storyteller has told them a false, untrue story. The poor
teacher begins his lesson with the treacherous question: What were the causes
of the failure of the 1919 revolution?q

D
9% Naguib Mahfouz, The Day the Leader WasKilled, trans. Malak Mashem.(New York:

Anchor Books, 2000), pp. 90-91.
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The Day the Leader Was Killed

The general atmosphere is one of immense joy. The President walks by,
surrounded by a luminous halo like that of the Night of Fate, clad in his
commander’s uniform and the King’s scepter in his hand. Flordes of dignitaries
follow.®

 |hid, p. 91.
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March at a brisk military pace, for today is soldiers’ day. [...] A transistor radio,
brought along for the occasion, is placed on one of the tables between us. Just
like the day the Late President broadcast his defeat in June 1967. The late
President was greater in his defeat than this on in his glory was the first thing |
heard. This reminds me of what my grandfather one said: We are a people more
given to defeat than to victory. [...] All our leaders have heen martyrs: Mustafa
Kamel, martyr to struggle and sickness; Muhammad Farid and Saad Zaghlul,
both martyrs to exile; Mustafa al-Nahhas, martyr to persecution; Gamal Abd al-
Nasser, martyr to June 5. [...] And, untimately, he was to keep for himself the
fruits of victory, leaving us his mfian, Which only spelled out poverty and
corruption.

.. 1967

 Ihid.p. 93, %.
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We while away the time that was weighing heavily upon . Jokes were
cracked and then the recitation of Qu'ran began.[...jit's true. [...] Death is the
true dictator. The official announcement comes to US like a final statement. [...]
| prick up my ears. There is no power or might save in God. To him alone is
permanence. The country is in obvious danger. He doesn't deserve this end,
whatever his misdeeds. On his day of glory? A plot. Surely there’s a conspiracy.
No doubt. [...] No, it's a foreign conspiracy. He doesn't reserve this end. It was
the inevitable end. He was a curse on US. He who kills will ultimately be killed.

a split second, an empire has collapsed. The empire of robbers. What is the
Mafia thinking about right now?%

| returned to my seat, tom by conflicting feeling of despair, fear, and joy.
Vague hopes hovered overhead, hopes of unknown possibilities, hopes that
prevailing lethargy and routine would, at last, be shattered, and that one could
start soaring toward limitless horizons. Tomorrows cannot be worse than today.

“ 1hid, p. 96,
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Even chaos is better than despair, and battling with phantoms is better than
fear.%

* Ibid,, p. 97.
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