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The objective of this thesis is to study common errors in the usage of Chinese
grammar and words and the writing of Chinese characters made by third and fourth year
Chulalongkom University Arts students in the Chinese Section, Department of Eastern
Languages,during the academic years 2000 and 2001. This study will pinpoint the
problems and the errors of Thai students learning Chinese.

This study will show that there are four main reasons for common errors made by
Thai students. First, Thai students can't classify the categories of Chinese words thereby
causing the use of incorrect types ofwords. Second, Thai students get accustomed to
making word by word direct translations from Thai to Chinese which results in the problem
of creating Chinese sentences using Thai word order. Third, Chinese language syntax is
very complicated. Fourth, Thai students ignore writing in the correct Chinese character
stroke order which may cause other problems  writing incorrect Chinese characters.

This thesis has classified a number of common errors made by Thai students of
Chinese in grammar, the usage of words and the writing of Chinese characters. These
common errors are divided into four categories, i.e. 1) errors in using content words; 2)
errors in using function words; 3) erors  writing the Chinese characters, and 4) errors
creating sentence structures. Results of this study reveal that the errors in using function
words, in using content words,  writing the Chinese characters and in the sentence
structures are 35%, 30%, 18% and 17% respectively from the test group.
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