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## 4280217322 : MAJOR HISTORY

KEY WORD : BANGKOK / CHANGE / EXPANSION
ANAN WONGKAEW : CHANGE AND EXPANSION OF BANGKOK FROM
THE REIGN OF KING RAMA | TO THE REIGN OF KING RAMA 1V, 1782-1868.
THESIS ADVISOR : PROFESSOR PIYANART BUNNAG, Ph.D., pp.154 ISBN
974-17-1737-7

In the early Ratanakosin Period, from the establishment of Bangkok in 1782 till the
year 1868, Bangkok continually changed. Owing to the lack of manpower resources
which was a consequence of the wars against Burma, one key policy of the Siamese
state during the Thonburi Period and the early years of the Ratanakosin Period was to
resettle people from various areas in Bangkok and its environs. This made Bangkok
an urban centre which contained many races, languages, and cultures. The state
therefore found ways of controlling these people, for example by fixing the sites of
settlement, appointing community leaders who were responsible for peace and order

in their communities, and using the nai-phrai manpower control system.

The state did not interfere directly with the way of life in these communities, neither
in matters of customs and religion nor in the occupations of the inhabitants. The
people in the communities each had the freedom to engage in their own work. Trade
fostered relations between the various communities, leading to the expansion of those
communities. The arrival of the Western nations in Bangkok was another factor

which contributed to the state' s change of political, economic, and social policy.
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