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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to (1) study the levels of parents’ need
for participation in development of child development centers in Nakhon Ratchasima
province, and (2) compare the levels of parents’ need for participation in development
of child development centers in Nakhon Ratchasima province based on the basic data
of parents and ownership of the centers.

The samples used in this study were 385 parents from total of 27,472 who
sent their children into the child development centers in Nakhon Ratchasima province
in the 2010 fiscal year. Multi-stage random sampling were used to select the samples.
The research instrument was a questionnaire developed by the researcher. The alpha
coefficient of questionnaire was 0.89. Finally, percentage, mean, standard deviation,
t-test, one-way ANOVA, and Fisher’s Least-Significant Different (LSD) were
calculated.

The findings showed that (1) the overall needs of parents to participate in
development of child development centers in Nakhon Ratchasima province were high.
When each aspects were considered; parents demonstrated needs to participate in
problem analysis, operations as well as evaluation of the center at the high level,
where planning was at the middle level; (2) parents who has different age, level of
education, and occupation needed to participate in center development at significantly
difference level (p<0.05), but no significant difference was found among parents who
has different monthly income and between the centers owned by municipality and
sub-district administration organization.
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