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Farmers of Nakhon Nayok Province in the Nong-Saeng District of
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Abstract 245 43 7

The purposes of this research work were to study (1) the present status
of physical factors, economy, society and lifestyle of farmers in the Nong-Saeng
District of Amphoe Pak Phli in Nakhon Nayok Province, (2) the changes in terms
of beliefs, and rites concerning the rice culture of farmers in the Nong-Saeng
District of Amphoe Pak Phli of Nakhon Nayok Province.

The research was conducted as a qualitative study. The population
sample was composed of a village scholar, 9 farmers and 5 community leaders
totalling 15. Document analysis, interview, and observation techniques were used
as the research instrument in this study. The result was shown by the method of a
descriptive analysis.

The result revealed that (1) In Nong-Saeng District. their occupations
were paddy farming by field hiring with no own land. The machines and labor
were used in in-season rice fields and double-crop fields by wetseeded method.
All steps in paddy farming were done by hiring the services. Moreover, The
farmers involved in cultivation, animal husbandry and other general occpations.
Thus, most farmers owned debt from hiring expenses, fertilizer, herbicide, and
pesticide purchase. Previously, money was not used, but essential things were
exchanged for paddy. At present, farmers prefer to buy rice because they plant
lower grade paddy than the rice they consume. Most families are single-families.
Farmers are able to read and write. The descendants have a higher educational
level. The farmer’s lifestyle is related to previous cultivation rites. (2)There is a
change in beliefs and rites concerning the rice culture of farmers. Some rites were
previously held such as the buffalo blessing ceremony, field ceremony, rainfall
praying ceremony, the rice blessing ceremony, fireworks ceremony, and house
blessing ceremony. But now beliefs and rites have diminished because of
machines, the green revolution, education, migration, public utilities, and new
technology acceptance. Specifically, lack of rice farming methodology transfer,
hiring the fields, irrigation dependence, hiring labor services, agricultural bank
loans, illegal loans, fertilizer utilization, herbicide and pesticide usage, seed from
officers, machine and technology replacement which cause rice farming easily and
productively. The descendants need not continue in the rice farming profession
from their ancestors because they want to work based on their educational
background. In conclusion, the beliefs and rites that still remain are the rice
blessing ceremony, fireworks ceremony, and house blessing ceremony.

Keywords : changing in beliefs, beliefs, rites
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