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Abstract

The objectives of this research was to study the acknowledgement on free trade
agreement, impact of free trade agreement on farmers’ way of occupation, the readiness of farmers’ way
of occupation so as to make provision for free trade agreement and the adaptation on way of occupation
of Thai farmers.

The population of this research was farmers, village leaders and civil servants from the
north, the northeast and central regions. Samples were ohosén by area selection and one province was
chosen from each region. Two districts were selected from one province and two villages were selected
from each district. Two hundred and forty nine people were then selected to k;e the representatives of
the whole population. There were 2 types of research instruments, firstly, the questionnaire to collect
data about free trade agreement acknowledgement. Secondly, the questions guideline used with focus
group discussion. The déta were analyzed using frequency distribution, percentage, mean, t-test and
content analysis.

The results showed that 69.9% of the samples were men. Most of them were between 51-60
years of age. 32.1% were educated with tertiary education. 28.5% were farmers, especially rice growers.
They started to use economic sufficiency concept in rice production, especially in the northeast that
mixed farming, organic farming and vegetable growing for household consuming were done in the same
area. The size of land owned by farmers varied from 10-200 rais. Most of farmer in the northern and
central regions owned small size property and land for growing plants were rent. Most of the farmer
households were in debt. There were 2-6 persons living in the house, mainly grandchildren and
grandparents but not with parents.

There was no difference between farmers, village leaders and civil servants
acknowledgement before and after attending focus group discussion. Some of sample from the group of
farmers, village leaders and civil servants in the northeast region knew about free trade agreement in
detail more than sample in the other regions. Most of the sample had heard of free trade agreement from

television but did not understand the meaning of it. They were not sure that free trade agreement had
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already affected them. Some sample thought that free trade agreement had bad impact on Thai farmers,
especially Thai-Chinese free trade agreement.

Most farmers in all regions had no comment on the readiness of themselves and their
families. Some of them thought that they should follow sufficient economy concept for farming by
reducing cost with the use of organic farming instead of using pesticide. Some of them wanted to quit
farming but did not know what to do. Farmers in all villages wanted the goverhment to guarantee the
price of produce, to buy produce directly from farmers not from middleman, to reduce the price of petrol,
fertilizer and pesticide and to help farmers set the price of produce. There should be an organization to
provide knowledge on rice exportation standard, marketing process and bureaucracy system should be
examined, therefore, the mechanics constructed would ensure farmers' reliance:

Both village leaders and civil servants expressed that they should find knowledge about
free trade and free trade agreement so as to extend to villagers. They should also be examples of how to
live by following sufficient economy concept and reduce cost to reduce debt. Projects should be set up
to stimulate the use of product made in Thailand. Organic farming should be done to reduce production
cost and farmers should be stimulated to do farming under phytosanitary measures. Villagers should be
encouraged to maintain their local tradition. Moreover, knowledge about free tr?de agreement in details
must be provided for villagers.

Farmers in the northern and central regions thought that they were unable to adapt to free
trade agreement but need government assistance. Government policies should be steady, new markets
should be provided for agricultural product and minor occupation should be promoted for farmers.
Samples in the northeastern region experienced being abroad labour, therefore, the experiences gained
were used to develop how to eérn their living. Farmers were supported by district agricultural extension
office and local administration office to form network so as to find the way to adapt themselves to make
provision for free trade agreement and sustainable agriculture. Samples in all regions wanted to take
part in free trade agreement consideration before the agreement was signed between the governments

of each country.

Keywords: free trade agreement, way of occupation, Thai farmers.
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