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Abstract

The objective of this research was to analyze the content of the political discourse in
“Matichon Sudsapdah’ newspaper in 2005-2006 in relation to the coup d’etat of 19 September 2006.
This was a qualitative research based on a sample population of 88 issues of Matichon Sudsapdah
newspaper and interviews with 3 experts on political science and political communication. Data
were collected using a documentary data collection form and an interview form and were
analyzed using descriptive content analysis.

The content of the political discourse studied that relates to the context of the 19
September 2006 coup consisted of the following: (1) political competition between the Thai Rak
Thai Party side and the Democrat Party side, and internal political competition within the Thai
Rak Thai Party, the Democrat Party and the Chart Thai Party; (2) negotiations in political
positions in the form of resignations from ministerial posts and member of parliament posts by
Thai Rak Thai politicians; (3) opposition to the Thaksin Shinawatra government by leading
political groups, academics, intellectuals, journalists and citizens; (4) transfers and promotions in
the 3 branches of the military and the position of auditor general; (5) other issues that led to the
19 September 2006 coup, such as a lack of transparency on the part of the Counter Corruption
Commission and the Electoral Committee, the resignations of Vishnu Kreua-ngam from the
position of deputy prime minister and Bawornsak Uwanno from the position of Cabinet secretary,
the issue of persons with powers that are above the constitution, and rumors of a planned coup

attempt.

Keywords: political communication, coup d’etat of 19 September 2006, Matichon Sudsapdah

newspaper
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