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The objective of this thesis is, firstly, to study method of historical landscape mapping
by superimposing information from Etienne Aymonier’s records in Isan Travels over a series of
maps from different periods. Secondly, to study a comparative method for understanding
landscape changes of the area of Thung Kula-Ronghai.  addition, to explore the usage of
historical landscape map for further advanced studies.

Historical Landscape Mapping is a method of transforming historical information of
Thung Kula-Ronghai from Aymonier's records into spatial information in the form of maps. The
method is also includes integrating records or others documents such as the survey maps of
Aymonier's records, a time series of the Royal Thai Survey Department topographic maps of
2480-2481 and 2495-2496 BE and current topographic maps of 2542 BE. To understand
landscape and landscape changes, the historical landscape maps is used to study landscape
by comparing maps and information from historical records and field observation.

The method of comparing information derived from a time-series of maps of 5 study
sites will enable a better understanding of landscape changes focusing the major aspects of
landscape characteristics such as (1) Physical aspect (2) Social aspect (3) Economic aspect
and (4) Cultural aspect.

Historical Landscape Mapping aids visualization of spatial relationship of places which
improves ability in learning about past landscape with better historical and spatial information.
Moreover, a method of comparing information from maps and records and site surveying of
present time can illustrate landscape characteristics in various aspects and changes of
landscape elements, which stimulate further questioning for further advanced study.
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