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The purposes of the thesis were to study and evaluate the impact of the agricultural promotion of the 
Royal Ang Khang agricultural station on settlements and landuse as well as to propose approaches for the area 
development. The agricultural promotion by the Royal Project involved the temperate crop research to replace 
opium and some infrastructural development. The impact on the area’s communities was that the communities 
expanded and settled permanently into clustered villages. The densely clustered housing and buildings area 
became a center for activities and services. The village expanded along the line of the roadways (lined village) 
such as the cases of the Khum and Loung Villages. For the pattern of landuse, there was a change from shifting 
agriculture to permanent farming. The promotion of the research results lead to the expansion of temperate crop 
farming areas further into the Burmese border. The landuse was intensive and appropriate for highlands soil 
conservation by growing fruit trees and vegetables. Faming developed further by using irrigation system 
enabling all-year growing, in effect, increased more opportunities for producing and marketing for tamers and 
alternately removed opium growing. The development of basic infrastructure also increased educational and 
health opportunities; thus raised the quality of life. The area also developed into a tourist attraction. However, the 
community expansions, the landuse and population increases from in-migration to live and work in the area lead 
to land scarcity, problems with land-holding rights and border security. On the other hand, the free trade 
agreement with China which had similar agricultural products may affect the landuse for cropping area.

The recommendations were as follow: a landuse plan of the communities should be made to control 
further land expansion and in-migration in the area; promotion of faming landuse appropriate for available family 
labor emphasizing more on quality production than expansive faming. Landuse should be flexible to the needs 
for crop production following market demands while farmers should be supported with production and 
marketing infomation and knowledge. Small water resources should be built to help increase production and to 
provide crop alternatives. Furthermore, labor needed to be developed as competitive in the time of globalization.
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