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Abstract

The objectives of this study are (1) to search for comparison on advantages
and disadvantages of fruits for each FTA agreement, (2) to search for inclusive
comparison on advantages and disadvantages of fruits from FTA agreemeﬁts, 3)to
study for situation on Thai fruit production, (4) to analyze competition feasibility of
Thai fruit, and (5) to recommend for preparation to cope with the impacts for all related
fruit business sectors.

The secondary data collected are those related to the FTA agreements, fruit
production and fruit trading, as well as the obstacles in making agreements and
preparation of government sectors. The primary data were collected by both qualitative
and quantitative techniques using participationary seminar, focus group seminar, and
questionnaire interview.

The study shows that Thailand is capable of producing important fruits all year
long. Thailand is the world No. 1 exporter of durian and mangosteen, and the Kingdom
holds 80 percent share of longan world’s market. The Thai-Australian and Thai-Indian
FTAs have provided trade surpluses in agriculture and fruit produces for the Kingdom.
However, the Thai - China and Thailand-New Zealand FTAs seem to create a
disadvantage atmosphere for Thai fruit business. Considering inclusive impact of FTAs
on fruit business, Thai still has trade surplus, but the increasing of the import value is
higher than that of the export value. The strengths of Thai fruits sectors are fruits have
high variations and good quality, farmers and related business sectors are capable of
improving the quality of produces, products, and packaging, and the government sector
stands ready to support; while the weaknesses are problems of production process, .
quality of produces, management, marketing, weather and non-tariff barriers. However,
Thai fruits are in high potential on competition if .the strategies would be developed
based on strengths and weaknesses to find advantages with theses opportunities and to
avoid threats.

The recommendations for preparation to cope with fruit production sectors
from impacts of free trade agreement are provided for 4 each sector as follows:

1. Production Sector or Farmers should learn new technologies, set up
groups and strong networks to effectively manage the production in order to have
quality produces for the demanded market.

2. Business Sector should study rules, regulations, conditions, product
standards, and trade agreements. This sector should improve post harvest management
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techniques, logistics system, and information technology. They also should cooperate
with farmers to plan for production and marketing, set up network with all related
sectors, and run good quality businesses.

3. Food Processing Sector should study rules, regulations, and product
standards both of Thailand and those of trade partners. The sector should improve both
product and packaging to meet the standards, provide contract farming system, set up
groups and networks of food processing and related businesses, as well as abide by all
related laws and rules.

4. Government Sector should launch import measures, making international
agreements, control quality standards, amend rules and regulation and ease trade
barriers. This sector should set up policies and strategic plans for FTAs, improve fruits
and fruit market, support researches to improve production and marketing potentials,
distribute knowledge and information, promote group and network setting of all related

sectors.

Keywords : FTA, Fruits, Preparation to cope with
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