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The purpose of this research is to study patterns and levels of development  potential
of 85 nakhon and maung municipalities in terms of economic differentiation, social
differentiation and social integration, as well as to classify municipalities in accordance with
their potential. Based on social system approach, differentiation and integration are seen as the
processes that change a municipality from a state of simplicity to more complexity and
adaptability. Higher level of differentiation and integration implies higher development potential
of the municipality, and vice versa. Data collection is made through mailed questionnaires.
Guttman Scale and Multidimensional Scaling technigues are used in this study.

Research results indicate that the pattern of economic differentiation is comprised of the
existing following items in the municipalities : factories, insurance companies, transport
companies, massage parlours, nightclubs, private hospital, tour companies, private colleges,
finance companies, discount stores and the Bank of Thailand offices ; the pattern of social
differentiation : health care centers, public libraries, secondary schools, stadiums, colleges,
professional associations, sewage systems, universities and national libraries ; and the pattern of
social integration : cooperatives, charitable associations, foundations, associations, local
newspapers, youth centers and radio stations . In addition, the municipalities under study can be
classified into 4 groups according to different level of development potential ~very high, high ,
moderate, and low. In" tenns of economic differentiation, one - fifth of the municipalities have
high to very high development potential ; while one - fourth are in the same group when
considering social differentiation. In terms of social integration, more than 80 of the
municipalities have low to moderate development potential.
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