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THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN SLUMS AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT IN THE MIDDLE BANGKOK 
METROPOLITAN AREA A CASE STUDY OF YANNAWA SATHON AND BANGKHOLAEM DISTRICT 
THESIS ADVISOR : MR. KWANSUANG ATIBODHI. 163 pp. ISBN 974-334-858-1.

This study is aimed to search, understand and create knowledge about the relation of condition of life and 
settlement of slums and urban area. This study is divided into two parts. The first part is the study of slum settlement’s 
evolution and urban development in the study area of Yannawa 1 Sathon and Bangkholaem Districts. The second part is 
the study of slum transition along with the urban development in the study area. The method used in this study is inteiview 
and participation observation for data gathering and analysis.

From the study the evolution of study area could be divided into three stages according to the physical change of 
the area. เท the past, it was an agricultural area which was later changed into the industrial area. Then, it would be 
developed to be the new commercial center of Bangkok Metropolitan Administration. The changes of land use had an 
influence on the way of life of residents in the study area. Slums were the residential development clearly related to those 
changes. When there was an expansion of the industrial activity in the study area, the previous orchard was partly 
changed to land for rent to build a house for factory workers, and eventually developed to a house for rent. Also, the 
development of infrastructure of the public sector led to the area development to cope with urban expansion and became 
a force to invade land for residence. Therefore, slums at present can be divided into three categories: slums เท their land 
own area, slums on rental land, and slums on land invaded. Each type of slum varies เท its development, and physical, 
economic and social characteristics.

According to the study, two guidelines are proposed to solve the problem. The first one deals with the area 
where slums exist by emphasizing on the physical development and improvement. The other one is to cope with the area 
where there is no slum. Two measures are proposed to control and prevent the slum development: urban planning 
measures and social measures. The former is to control land use in agreement with the development of infrastructure 
system in an urban area whereas the latter is to provide alternatives and opportunity for a low-income group to upgrade 
their quality of life and family.
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