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##3971734325 : MAJOR URBAN PLANNING

KEY WORD: RELATIONSHIP / URBAN DEVELOPMENT / CULTURAL CHANGE
WILAWAN AUBWONGKUL : THESIS TITLE. (THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND
CULTURAL CHANGE A CASE STUDY OF MUANG RANU NAKHON) THESIS ADVISOR : KWANSUANG ATIBODHI,
204 pp. ISBN 974-334-797-6.

This study aimed at the comprehension of urban development that related to certain culture by choosing
“Ranu Nakhon" as the target sample city. This city has lopg history of rich and unique cultural heritage that makes
people proudly calied themsetves “Phu Tai*. This study is focusing on all elements, government, economy, society
and cuiture, natural resources and physical characteristic which have influenced to peopls’ way of life in both

community and households perspectives.

In this study we divided the deveiopment of the city into 3 periods. There are: “The olden time™ (2387 — 2446
B.E.) . By the force of the ancient Laotian govamment's system, the economic system and the society that time were
strictly controiled to stay behind the wall. Pecple then put their faith in “Heit 12 Klong 14" which was the long believed
tradition. And there also some beliefs in Buddhism and Local spirits according to Phutai's way of life as well. Then,
the “Changing Era” (2447 - 2488 B.E.). Centralization policy has brought a big evolution throughout the country. All
city were more often exposed to outer world in economic and in cultural fields. But Ranu Nekhon has quite strong
cultural and tradition pends by that time and hard to penetrete by outer sources. But then “Present Ere” There were
huge changes in physical, society basic structures and trensportation networks. Those came after the developing
palicy for national security, The city has eventually forced itself to be openly connected to outer world and became
more familiar with trading system. All culiural activities, which included all traditions, beliefs, religion and people’s way
of life, have besn changed from simple to more complex. These effects can be desctibed from physicel changes of
landuse management and from all urban people's way of life. The urban deveiopment of Ranu Nakhon shows us the
form of new type civilization that has compistety changed very far from simpte community to individualism. From the
study we found that if we want to preserve the urban culture together with urban development, we must not allow the
cultura to be frozen with time. There must not be only cne or two highly pecked areas for cultural activities. Local
cultural centers should have mare roles about how to manage 1o apply the best choice in separate are as throughout
the city. All communities should take part in selecting and controlling the appropriate and compatible activities for
themsetves. Plus, there should he some modification on way of thinking by looking &t the plan as a whoie big story

and open for local communities to take part in every urban development campaign, thet will lead to a right

development plan, which perfectty match with every urbah culture,
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