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ASSOC. PROF. WANNASILPA PEERAPUN, Ph.D. 241 pp. ISBN 974-03-0960-7.

This thesis is aimed at studying the settlement pattern of the Mon community at Ban Bangkradee
Bangkok, especially the ones affected by cultural factors, which affect the settlement pattern. The
research methodology includes deep interviews and questionnaires to acquire data about traditional way
of life and activities, and the use of aerial photograph together with field surveys to analyze physical
characteristics of the area.

The study reveals the following unique characteristics of the Mon community : 1) housing
orientation resulting from the belief in ancestor spirits; 2) housing locating near waterbody; 3) having a
temple as the community center; 4) housing agglomeration; 5) having sacred objects at the beginning
and the end of the community; 6) having agricultural areas surrounding the community. Housing
orientation is the obvious characteristic of this Mon community. About 94 percent of the houses are
oriented towards the east-west direction. The traditional way of life and activities of local people are also
unique. The areas where the identities of the settlement still remain are most parts of the village number 8
and 9, south of Sanam Chai Canal.

The area surrounding the community has continuously changed since 1987, from agriculture
lands to factories and real estates. The community itself has also changed. More buildings contrasting
with traditional housing have been built in the community, causing its identity to decline.

To conserve the identity of the settiement pattern of the Mon community at Ban Bangkradi, the
following measures are recommended : 1) controlling the height and appearance of new buildings; 2)
acquiring land for community expansion; 3) conserving agricultural areas; 4) regulating commercial
areas; 5) conserving and promoting cultural activities ; 6) improving landscape and the environment ; and
7) deve oping transportation network. The successes of these measures require local supports and
participation.
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