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Abstract

The objective of this research aimed to study the durian trading process
and trading strategies of middlemen in Chanthaburi Province according to the
concept of political economics. This study was an interdisciplinary participatory
research which consisted of related research papers; statistical document, semi-
structured interview with operators at a durian market in Chanthaburi province. The
results of the research showed that 1) on the side of the process of durian trading by
middlemen, it was found that the merchant group had a process starting from a
preliminary survey of the product information and then offering the product price to
the farmers before making agreement on a harvest, for example, partially harvesting
or harvest all. Then the team, durian cutter, durian taker, and carrier, will be used to
harvest. They will check preliminary quality and perform quality-size sorting. After
that, they collected them and sent them to the purchasing site or collecting market.
If inferior quality durians cannot be exported to foreign markets, the merchants will
offer the gardeners new prices and conditions. In this respect, merchants could
accumulate more profits; 2) on the side of trading strategies of middlemen, it was
found that traders who operated in durian plantations before other traders were able
to choose good quality of durians called "Lemhua". This made merchants more

profitable.

Keywords: Political Economy, Middleman, Durian Market
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