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Dental caries is a dental health prbblem in all age groups especially among 12 year old
children. The prevalence of caries in permanent teeth of this group is increasing. This quasi-
experimental research was focused on the improvement of preventive dental caries behavior of|
Pratomsuksa 6 (grade six) students. The concepts of health belief rﬁodel and social support were
applied to develop the dental education program. The study group comprised 86 students. Forty
five students were assigned into the experimental group and the rest, 4lstudents, were in
comparison group. The experimental group participated in the designated program activities for 6
weeks. Self-administered questionnaire and plaque index check list were employed for data
collection before , after and one month after the experiment.

The results of this study show that the knowledge, the perceived susceptibility and
severity about dental caries, the perceived benefit in complying with teacher, parents and peer
group advice, as well as the preventive dental caries behavior of the experimental group were
significantly improved. Their average plaque index was also significantly decreased. Thus the
dental education program activities of this study should be applied for other primary school

student groups.




