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Abstract

Most of the study area of community forest in 9 provinces in the upper northern region were
characterized by mixed deciduous forest along with other forest types. It was divided into conservation and
utilization zones for subsistence-related activities. Most of community forest management was carried out
through participation of local people, by village committees and/or community forestry committees and/or
other community committees together with the Royal Forest Department and/or public and private sectors.

Community forest management included planning, organizing, leading, and controlling. Factors affected
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community forest management were divided into 1) internal factors, namely community participation,
strong community forest leaders and committees, concrete rules and regulations, and the use of strategies
in culture, traditions, rituals and beliefs in forest conservation, and 2) external factors, including support
from government agencies, private sectors, partners, networks and independent organizations. Community
forest management guidelines included cultivating awareness of forest resource conservation in the
community, decentralization of community forest conservation, promotion of processes for participation in
decision-making, implementation, taking benefits, and evaluation, selection of strong community forest
leaders, encouraging youth participation in community forest conservation, establishing community forest
rules and regulations that can be put into practice, the use of cultures, traditions, rituals and beliefs in forest
conservation, creating a cooperative network for community forest management systematically supported by
government agencies, private sectors, network partners and various independent organizations, enhancing
knowledge and understanding about community forest management, and lastly regularly conducting public

relations.

Keywords: Community forest, Community forest management guidelines, Upper northern region
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