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The rights of man and human dignity arc something mmportant which reasonable
persons should possess, because human beings have their own value. Rational bemgs are ends m

themsclves and must never be used as mere means.

At present, the development of medical science and technology m helping to protong
life has made a big progress.  In some parts. it has real utlizatton whereas i other aspects i

mvolves human bemgs and cffects the loss of human dignity.

This thesis 1s to consider the ethical 1ssues concerning the right to dic of the clderly
based on the western philosophers’ concepts of both supportive and oppostle arguments includiny
the Key Informant Interview with a physician, cthicist and the two clderly on the important 1ssuc
of whether the clderly do have their own night to terminate thewr own hives by taking mto
consideration the concept of social rclationship, onesclf, and God. whether or not the clderly

should have the right and freedom to choose for themselves thewr fast period of ife.

The result of the study reveals that. in oue aspect, the right to dic of the clderly can be
chosen and can be decided by themselves in cases which are dehumanization, social acception.
and without moral blameworthiness. On the other hand. problems still exist concerning the Taw

insofar as the elderly cannot excercise the right to dic by themselves.,




