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Primary nursing assignment 1s an important step m the development of nursing

administration, and leads to the maximum utilization of nursing potecntial.  This quasi-

experimental study of 9 nurses and 146 paticnts admitted to the Male Surgical Ward #5, Maharaj

Nakorn Chiangmai Hospital, Chiangmai University, were divided into a control group (n=73) and

an expertmental group (n=73), according to their period of admission. The controlled period ran |

from July to September, and the cxperimental period ran from October to December 1996. The
nurscs answered 2 questionnaires concerning nursing autonomy and nursing performance at the
end of each period. Information on patients’ satisfaction was collected by questionnaire from the
patients on the day of discharge. Nursing process was evaluated from patients’ charts. Paired t-

test and groupcd t-test were used to compare the two groups.

The study showed that primary nursing assignment systems utilized nursing process,

autonomy, and performance more than in tcam nursing assignment systems (p<.05). However, |

patients’ satisfaction did not show significant difference (p>.05) between the two nursing |

assignment systems.




