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Abstract

This research, Changes and Democratization Process: Case Studies of Upper
North, aims to study the economics and social position changes of people in rural areas,
cultural and people movement. The research uses a qualitative approach which
conducted during 2013 — 2015 in 3 communities: Chang Keng subdistrict in Mae Jam
district, Chiang Mai; San Pee Sua subdistrict in Muang district, Chiang Mai; and San Sai

subdistrict in Mae Jan district, Chiang Rai.

The study found that an expansion of state mechanism and commercial
production creates multiple opportunities for people. After the development era in
1950s, elites and others groups have accumulated the wealth. Intensification of
commercial production changed the production and relation systems. In this process,
people in rural areas take more risks under the individual management so networking
among them is significant in order to fulfill their life security. Networking between groups,

trans — groups, and trans — areas can be typically found in this process.

The expansion of the local administrative organizations since the 1997
Constitution has transformed the local political institutes and paved the way for direct
participation which creates the “concrete democracy”. People are aware of the election
during the continuation of local elections including individual, group, network, and

community.

Moreover, the communities’ closer association with the outsiders has brought
increasing fluctuation and risk the way in which persuasively the communities to
organize their networking, either local or external institutes. Accordingly, the social
networks that ensue in the area of study can be categorized into 3 types. These three
types are the small manufacturing, the natural conservation, and the political cluster —

commonly the red shirt group.

To summarize, economic changes and decentralization through local
administrative organizations are the significant conditions that create opportunities,

choices, and autonomy for people especially lower groups in the rural areas. Even



though, the way to access the power might be relatively less than the other groups.
While elite groups enjoy benefit from the change in local politics, but the others also
empower themselves and have more power to negotiate. These continuing changes
considerably introduce the collaboration between meaning of life, relationship, and

expectation of social institution.



