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The purpose of this study is to examine stress levels and child-rearing behaviors of
HIV-seropositive mothers. The relationships between stress, some selected factors. (1.e., status,
kind of family, duration of HIV infection) and child rearing behaviors are also determined. This
descriptive study looked at 90 mothers who took their infants to receive care at the out patient
departments of Bumrasnaradura, Wachira and Jaraenkung hospitals. Data was collected by
interviewing mothers. The mother s background, stress and child rcaring behaviors were
analyzed by SPSS* for window using program chi-square and Pearson s Product Moment

Correlation Coefficient. The results are as follow

Most subjects had mild stress level. Mothers were concerned about their infant
and HIV status of their infants. Approximately 80 percent (77.8%) had a good level of child
rearing behavior, 37.8 percent mistakenly started food before 3 months or later than 4 months
and 35.6 percent did not wash their hands before preparing milk and food for their infants.
There was a significant negative correlation between stress and child rearing behaviors. (r = -
24, p<.05), but no significant correlation between duration of HIV infection and child rearing
behavior , and there was no relationship between status or kind of Family and child rearing

behavior




