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Abstract

The challenge for regional development is to have the right research question bases on
current, accurate, precise information. Chiang Mai University and TRF-ABC have collaborated
in supporting the research project namely “The Development of Data Center and Research
Network in Northern Thailand to drive research and socially-engage scholarship. The objective
of this project is to develop Data-base Center that could link information, knowledge, and
scholars from university and other partners as to participatory identify research gap natural

research management in upper northern Thailand.

It was found that the CMU socially-engage Data Center can be set up by which
research and socially-engage scholarship have been added up with clear definition, channels
and options to fill out under the CMUMIS system. The area-based research projects and
socially-engage scholarships from e« universities in upper northern and e e in lower northern
Thailand was surveyed and has been encouraged to link with the Thai National Research

Repository (TNRR), NRCT through the facilitation of CMU SE Data Center.

The research gap analysis was participatory done based on @o-year CMU research
and academic services records, &-year research funding agency data-base and the Thai
National Research Repository (TNRR). The research gap appears to be the drought problem in
rain—-fed highland areas that allow farmers can only grow maize which contribute to haze
problem in northern Thailand. Thus, three research programs have been developed including
a) Mechanism of ecosystem restoration to increase productivity of farmers in highland arid
communities in & provinces, upper northern Thailand, b) participatory management system of
natural resources and environment in Omkoi, Samoeng, Mae Chaem, Mae Wang Mae Taeng
and Mae Rim community, Chiang Mai province, and c) developing the potential of Lanna
Smart Farmer (LSF) in Chiang Mai and strengthening the LSF network focusing on production
system that can restore natural resources and environment in upper northern Thailand under

the collaboration of Chiang Mai University and northern university network, living weir network



&y

in northern region and Thailand, tambon administrative organizations, young smart farmer
network, GISTDA-North, Chiang Mai Social Enterprise, and RECOFTC. It is recommended that
these three research programs is crucial conditions that could contributes the ability of arid
farmers in adjusting production system, as well as raising awareness of children and youth

with the support and inspiration by LSF network.



