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The Notion of Antarabhava
in Abhidhamma Traditions)

Prapakorn BHANuUSSADIT

Abstract

"Antarabhava” or an "intermediate existence” is the state
between death and rebirth when a being is seeking a new life.
This notion was one of the most important issues in the debate
between the various Buddhist schools in ancient India. The basic
problem is whether one life immediately follows another, or if
there is a break in between. Since Theravada Buddhism rejects
such an intermediate state, Buddhist Studies in Thailand seems
to have paid less attention toward it. Only a little information
relating to antarabhava is discussed in Kathdvatthu and Katha-
vatthu-atthakathd. As a result, scholars can hardly rely only on
Pali texts to understand the notion.

This article aims to present various Abhidhamma texts and

offer both opponents’ and proponents’ points of view regarding
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the notion of antarabhava in order to enable our systematic
understanding of antarabhava. An analysis regarding the thoughts
behind the arguments was made by focusing on the names
and characteristics of antarabhava. It was found that the
synonyms of antarabhava, namely antarabhava (antarapari-
nibbay1), gandhabba, sambhavest and manomaya, are evidence
from the Suttas quoted by the proponents to support the
existence of antarabhava. Whether these synonyms can convince
their opponents or not depends on how both sides cite and
interpret those words. As for the characteristics of antarabhava,
such as spontaneous rebirth or a 7-49 day waiting period before
a rebirth, they could explain the existence of antarabhava.
However, since both sides rely on different arguments, it may not

be possible to create a conclusive thesis.

Keywords : antarabhava, antaraparinibbay1, gandhabba,

sambhavesi, manomaya
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" @LﬁNLﬁﬂu Peter Harvey, The Selfless Mind: Personality Con-
ciousness and Nirvana in Early Buddhism (London: Curzon Press, 1995),
9; 98-108; Bhikkhu Analayo, “Rebirth and the Gandhabba,” Journal of
Buddhist Studies 1, (2008): 91-105. ; Bhikkhu Bodhi, The Numerical Dis-
courses of the Buddha: A Translation of the Anguttara Nikaya (Wisdom,
2012): 1782 n.1536. ; Bhikkhu Sujato, “Rebirth and the In-Between State in
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matische Begriffsreihen im dlteren Buddhismus 1: Fragmente des Dasot-
tarasatra aus zentral-asiatischen Sanskrit-Handschriften (Berlin: Akad-
emie-Verlag, 1957); Vﬁﬂmm@m (Dasottarasatra) ﬁuﬁaﬁﬂmgmﬁ 9-10
11 Dieter Schlingloff, Dogmatische begriffsreihen im dlteren buddhismus
(Berlin: Akademie-Verlag, 1962) ae J. W. De Jong, “The Dasottarasutra,”
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pathama vififlana-tthiti.
sant’ avuso satta nanatta-
kaya ekatta-safifiino,
seyyatha pi deva brahma-
kayika pathamabhinibbatta.

ayam dutiya vififana-tthiti.

sant’ avuso satta ekatta-
kaya nanatta-safifiino,
seyyatha pi deva abhas-
sara. ayam tatiya vifiiiana-
tthiti. sant” avuso satta
ekatta-kaya ekatta-safifiino,
seyyatha pi deva subha-
kinha. ayam catutthr
vinfiana-tthiti. sant” avuso
satta sabbaso ripa-safifia-
nam samatikkama, patigha-

safifidnam atthagama,
nanatta-safifnanam ama-
nasikara, ‘ananto akaso ti’
akasanafcayatantpaga.
ayam paficamr vififana-
tthiti. sant’ avuso satta

sabbaso akasananca-
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tthiti. sant’ avuso satta DN N LAUSAINIUUAT
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A
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2 AneuNaLANlY E. Waldscmidt, “Central Asian Satra Fragments
and Their Relation to the Chinese Agamas,” The Language of the Earliest
Buddhist Tradition (Gottingen: Vandenhoeck and Ruprecht, 1980): 136-
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jananam parikkhaya
antaraparinibbayt hoti.

no ce dittheva dhamme
patihacca anfiam aradhe-
ti, no ce maranakale
afifam aradheti, no ce
paficannam orambhagi-
yanam samyojananam
parikkhaya antarapari-
nibbayt hoti, atha pafi-
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upahacca parinibbayt
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dhamme patihacca afifiam
aradheti, no ce marana-
kale afiiam aradheti, no
ce paficannam oram-
bhagiyanam samyojanam
parikkhaya antaraparinib-
bayT hoti, no ce paficannam
orambhagiyanam samyo-
jananam parikkhaya upa-

hacca parinibbayt hoti,

BTTNGITN fnamﬁmmimdwmwmmmm

5 aulyd Auuazleidunse
o Y
AUNATNH

dalwaadsFiunng
o ¢ & I e
wszdalamiiieesn 5 auldl
5. inluilaatufilulaussg
Tuaalnameilalavseg
Tala i unszouna i i
s a a = 1 Y
puns1dsdnnng wazla'la
=a Y o
i unszaturp i ailiaa-
3w e Auuazladunse
= Y 74 o=\ a - |
aurA g adI115UTUNNE
o ¢ & I e
wwszdalamiiiessn 5 auldl
6. tnluilaatiufilulauseg
Tunalnamedlalaussg laila
dunszauimagiiuaunsls-
anwg Tdladunszauias
AaUnaadiidnnng uaslails
Wunszaurp iy iduadus
UFannng Nuuazlaidunse
- 4 o o a =
AUNANHNY AFI115UTUNNE
o ¢ X 5 iy
Wwezdalamiiiesnn 5 aulyl
7. dnludlaatufilalaussy
Tunantnamanlallavuseg 1alls
dlunszawpigiiudunsils-
Annng Tulalunszauians



wuIARFasaURTINNVAIANNANtluANATaRsT T RIUAAL NN (1) 137

atha paficannam oram-
bhagiyanam samyo-
jananam parikkhaya
asankharaparinibbayt
hoti. no ce dittheva
dhamme patihacca
afiflam aradheti, no ce
maranakale afifiam
aradheti, no ce pafican-
nam orambhagiyanam
samyojananam parik-
khaya antaraparinibbayt
hoti, no ce paficannam
orambhagiyanam samyo-
jananam parikkhaya
upahacca parinibbayt
hoti, no ce paficannam
orambhagiyanam samyo-
jananam parikkhaya
asankharaparinibbayt
hoti, atha paficannam
orambhagiyanam samyo-
jananam parikkhaya sa-

sankharaparinibbayt hoti.

The Notion of Antarabhava in Abhidhamma Traditions (1)
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no ce dittheva dhamme
patihacca afifiam arad-
heti, no ce maranakale
afiflam aradheti, no ce
paficannam orambhagi-
yanam samyojananam
parikkhaya antarapa-
rinibbayt hoti, no ce
paficannam orambhagi-
yanam samyojananam
parikkhaya upahacca
parinibbayt hoti, no ce
paficannam orambhagi-
yanam samyojananam
parikkhaya asankharapa-
rinibbayt hoti, no ce
paficannam orambhagi-
yanam samyojananam
parikkhaya sasankharapa-
rinibbayt hoti, atha
paficannam orambhagi-
yanam samyojananam
parikkhaya uddhamsoto

hoti akanitthagamt *
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