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Kwunsuda Hangsomboon 2009: The Foreign Trade of Nakhon Si Thammarat in the
Early Bangkok Period. Master of Arts (History), Major Field: History, Department of

History. Thesis Advior: Professor Phuwadol Songprasert, Ph.D. 187 pages.

This thesis is focused on foreign trade of Nakhon Si Thammarat in the early Bangkok
period from 1782 — 1826 and analyzes the background and the evolution of Nakhon Si
Thammarat foreign trade. It also studies the factors which changed foreign trade of Nakhon Si

Thammarat.

According to the study, Nakhon Si Thammarat was an important center of foreign trade
in the Pacific and Indian Ocean. There was a large foreign trade connection in the south of
Thailand, especially trade with China. The transformations of foreign trade in this city depended
on the economic and the political situation in South east Asia as well as the policy of the Siam
government. Because of the incoming authority in Malay Peninsula of Great Britain so foreign
trade of Nakhon Si Thammarat was expanded especially tin, what was an important export
product in this period. At the same time Bangkok dynasty was realized on foreign trade
dynamics, therefore, the dynasty tried to strategically employ economic led in order to seize the
highest benefit from the south by reducing the economic power of Nakhon Si Thammarat.
Therefore, the nobilities of Nakhon Si Thammarat attempted to center Bangkok expanding their
economic bases to Siam’s southern dependencies and North Malay states by made an effort
revenue to promote their foreign trade. Moreover, they even to strengthen connections with
Chinese secret society and Chinese communities in the South of Siam and Malay Peninsula in

order to support foreign trade monopoly of Na Nakhon family.

Student’s signature Thesis Advisor’s signature
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BASIS of A Treaty of peace and friendship between His Majesty the
King of Siam and the Houble. English East India Company, settled in behalf
of the King of Siam by His Highness the Governor of Ligore and behalf of
the Houble. Company by Captain Henry Burney in virtue of Powers granted to
him by the Right Houble. William Pitt Lord Amherst Governor General of the
British Possession in India and by the Houble. Robert Fullerton Esquirs

Governor of Prince of Wales Island and its Dependencies.

ARTICLE 1*. The Governor of Prince Wales Island will effect the
removal of Rajah Hussein of Salangore from Perak, and prevent him from
forcibly taking away such of the inhabitants of that Country as may be
unwilling to accompany him. The English nation entertains no desire to occupy
Perak or to interfere with its Government.

ARTICLE 2" . The Governor of Ligore engages that no Siamese force,

by land or Water, shall proceed to Perak or settle in Country.

ARTICLE 3. The Governor of Ligore and Captain Burney engage that
the Inhabitants of the Malayan, Siamese and British Territories shall have free
trade and intercourse with Perak and with every Country Subject to the
Siamese and English Nations that all robbers, pirates, murderers, and persons
imprisoned or in chains for robbery, piracy or murder, who may escape into
the English or Siamese territories shall be reciprocally surrendered-that debtors
thus absconding shall also be delivered up if they do not discharge the amount
of their debts-and further, that these shall be free liberty of sale or purchase
with respect to all supplies and provisions within the Siamese and English

jurisdictions.
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ARTICLE 4" . The Government of Prince of Wales Island will
negotiate with the Raja of Salangore to obtain payment from him to the
Governor of Ligor of a sum of Sph. Dollars Two thousand(2000) for the
Boats and other Property, belonging to His Highness, which the Rajah of
Salangore seized at Perak, and will prevent that Rajah from disturbing the
Peace of Perak and it will further negotiate with the Rajahs of Salangore and
Perak for the Establishment of an equitable boundary between their respective
States.

ARTICLE 5™ The Governor of Ligore engages that no Siamese force,

by land or Water shall proceed to Salangore.

ARTICLE 6". The Government of Prince of Wales Island will engage,
if the King of Quedah be restored to hid Kingdom that His Majesty shall send
the Golden and Silvers Flowers triennially and sum of Spanish Dollars Four
thousand(400) annually to Ligore for the Governor of Ligor to convey to the
King of Siam. The English Nation entertains no desire to interfere with the
Government of Queda.

ARTICLE 7™. The Governor of Ligor engages to proceed and report
the subject of the preceding Article to the King of Siam, and if His Majesty
approve of the same, His Highness will withdraw his men, permit the King of
Queda to return to his Kingdom releasing his family-and relations, and engage

that no Siamese force, by land or Water, shall enter the territories of Queda.

ARTICLE 8" The Government of Prince of Wales Island and the
Governor of Ligor engage to adopt severally effectual measures for the

suppression of piracy within their respective jurisdictions.

ARTICLE 9. The Governor of Ligor and Captain Burney engage that
a sincere and lasting friendship and good under-standing shall be established

and cemented between the Siamese and English Nations.
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ARTICLE 10™. Captain Burney engages to forward one Copy of this
Treaty to be laid before [the] Right Houble. the Governor General for His
Lordship’s ratification and to come himself in a Ship too Ligor within three
(3) months.

ARTICLE 11". The Governor of Ligor engages to convey Captain
Burney and another Copy of this Treaty before His Majesty the King of Siam

for His Majesty’s ratification as soon as Captain Burney arrives at Ligor.

ARTICLE 12". The Governor of Ligor engages to return home within
twenty (20) day with the Armament which he has brought to Queda. This
Treaty was settled when His Highness the Governor of Ligor and Captain
Henry Burney met at Queda this Seventeenth day of the Eighth Month 1187
of the Siamese year Fowl, corresponding to the 31% day of July 1825 of the

English mode of Computation.

Seal or Chop of Puhahoon
Chow Than, Chow Pya
Ligor-His Highness the

Governor of Ligor

(Signed) HENRY BURNEY Captain

Political Agent to
the Siamese States.
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Treaty between the king of Siam and Great Britain

June 20, 1826

The powerful Lord who is in possession of every good and every
dignity, the God Boodh, who dwells over every head in the City of the
Sacred and Great Kingdom of Si-a-yoo-tha-ya (Titles of the King of Siam),
Incomprehensible to the head and brain. The Sacred beauty of the Royal
Palace, serene and infallible there (Titles of the Wangna, or Second King of
Siam) have bestowed their commands upon the heads of their Excellencies the
Ministers of high rank belonging to the Sacred and Great Kingdom of Si-a-
yoo-tha-ya, to assemble and frame a Treaty with Captain Henry Burney, the
English Envoy, On the part of the English Government, the Honble. East India
Company, who govern the Countries in India belonging to the English, under
the authority of the King and Parliament of England and the Right Honourable
Lord Amherst Governor of Bengal, and other English Officers of high rank,
have deputed Captain Burney as an envoy to represent them and frame a
Treaty with their Excellencies the Ministers of high rank belonging to the
Sacred and Great Kingdom of Si-a-yoo-tha-ya, in view that the Siamese and
English Nations may become great and true friends, connected in love and
affection, with genuine candour and sincerity on both sides. The Siamese and
English frame two uniform Copies of a Treaty in order that one Copy may be
placed in the Kingdom of Siam, and that it may become known throughout
every great and small Province subject to Siam and in order that one Copy
may be placed in Bengal, and that it may become known throughout every
great and small Province subject to the English Government. Both Copies of
Treaty will be attested by the Royal Seal, by Seal of their Excellencies the
Ministers of high rank, in the City of the Sacred and Great Kingdom of Si-a-
yoo-tha-ya, and by the Seals of the Right Honourable Lord Amherst, Governor
of Bengal, and of the other English officers of High rank.
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ARTICLE 1*. The English and Siamese engage in friendship, love and
affection, with mutual truth, sincerity and candour. The Siamese must not
meditate or commit evil, so as to molest the English in any manner. The
English must not meditate or commit evil, so as to molest the Siamese in any
manner. The Siamese must not go and molest, attack, disturb, seize or take
any place, territory or boundary belonging to the English in any Country
subject to the English. The English must not go and molest, attack, disturb,
seize or take any place, territory or boundary belonging to the Siamese in any
Country subject to the Siamese. The Siamese shall settle every matter within

the Siamese boundaries according to their own will and customs.

ARTICLE 2", Should any place or Country, subject to the English, do
anything that may offend the Siamese, The Siamese shall not go and injure
such place or Country but first report the matter to the English, who will
examine into it with truth and sincerity, and if the fault lie with the English
The English shall punish according to the fault. Should any place or Country
subject to the Siamese, do anything that may offend the English, The English
shall not go and injure such place or Country, but first report the matter to
the Siamese, who will examine into it with truth and sincerity, and if the fault
lie with the Siamese, The Siamese shall punish according to the fault. Should
any Siamese place or Country that is near an English Country, collect at any
time an Army or a Fleet of Boats, if the Chief of the English Country
enquire the object of such Force The Chief of the Siamese Country must
declare it. Should any English Place or Country that is near a Siamese
Country, collect at any time an Army, or a Fleet of Boast, if the Chief of the
Siamese Country, enquire the object of such force, The Chief of the English
Country must declare it.

ARTICLE 3". In places and Countries belonging to the Siamese and
English, lying near their mutual borders, whether to the East, West, North, or
South, if the English entertain a doubt as to any boundary, that has not been

ascertained, the Chief on the side of the English must send a letter with some
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men, and people from his frontier posts, to go and enquire from the nearest
Siamese Chief, who shall depute some of his Officers and people from his
frontier posts, to go with the men belonging to the English Chief and point
out and settle the mutual boundaries, so that they may be ascertained on both
sides in a friendly manner. If a Siamese Chief entertain a doubt as to any
boundary, that has not been ascertained, The Chief on the side of the Siamese
must send a letter with some men and people from his frontier post to go and
enquire from the nearest English Chief, who shall depute some of his Officers
and people from his frontier post to go with men belonging to the Siamese
Chief and point out and settle the mutual boundaries so that they may be

ascertained on both sides in a friendly manner.

ARTICLE 4", Should any Siamese subject run and go and live within
the boundaries of the English, The Siamese must not intrude, enter, seize, or
take such person within the English boundaries, but must report and ask for
him in a proper manner and the English shall be at liberty to deliver the party
or not. Should any English subject run and go and live within the boundaries
of Siamese, The English must not intrude enter, seize, or take such person
within the Siamese boundaries, but must report and ask for him in a proper

manner and the Siamese shall be at liberty to deliver the party or not.

ARTICLE 5. The English and Siamese having concluded a Treaty,
establishing a sincere friendship between them. Merchants, subject to the
English, and their Ships, Junks and Boats may have intercourse and trade with
any Siamese Country which has much Merchandize, and the Siamese will aid
and protect them, and permit them to buy and sell with facility. Merchants
subject to the Siamese, and their Boats, Junk and Ship may have intercourse
and trade with any English County; and the English will aid and protect them
and permit them to buy and sell with facility. The Siamese, desiring to go to
an English Country or the English desiring to go to a Siamese Country must
conform to the customs of the place or Country on either side; should they be

ignorant of the customs, the Siamese or English Officers must explain them.
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Siamese subjects, who visit an English Country, must conduct themselves
according to the established laws of the English Country in every particular.
English subjects who visit a Siamese Country must conduct themselves

according to the established Laws of the Siamese country in every particular.

ARTICLE 6™ Merchants subject to the Siamese or English, going to
trade either in Bengal, or any other Country subject to the English, or at
Bangkok or in any Country subject to the Siamese, must pay the duties upon
Commerce according to the customs of the place or Country on either side,
and such Merchants and the Inhabitants of the Country shall be allowed to
buy and sell without the intervention of other persons in such Countries.
Should a Siamese or English Merchant have any Complaint or Suit, he must
complain to the Officers and Governors on either side, and they will examine
and settle the same according to the established Laws of the place or Country
on either side. If a Siamese or English Merchant buy or sell, without enquiry
and ascertaining whether the Seller or Buyer be of a bad or good character
and if he meet with a bad man, who takes the property and absconds, The
Rulers and Officers must make search and produce the person of the
absconder and investigate the matter with sincerity. If the party possess money
or property he can be made to pay, but if he do not possess any, or if he

cannot be apprehended, it will be the Merchant’s own fault.

ARTICLE 7. A merchant subject to the Siamese or English, going to
trade in any English or Siamese Country and applying to build Godowns or
houses or to buy or hire Shops, or House in which to place his Merchandize,
The Siamese or English Officers and Rulers shall be at liberty to deny him
permission to stay. If they permit him to stay, he shall land and take up his
residence according to such terms as may be mutually agreed on; and the
Siamese or English Officers and Rulers will assist and take proper care of
him, preventing the inhabitants of the Country from oppressing him, and

preventing him from oppressing the inhabitants of the Country. Whenever a
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Siamese or English Merchant, or subject who has nothing to detain him,
requests permission to leave the Country and to embark with his property on

board of any vessel, he shall be allowed to do so with facility.

ARTICLE 8™ If a Merchant desire to go and trade in any place or
Country belonging to the English or Siamese and his Ship, Boat or Junk meet
with any injury whatever, The English or Siamese Officers shall afford
adequate assistance and protection. Should any Vessel belonging to the Siamese
or English be wrecked in any place or Country where the English or Siamese
may collect any of the property belonging to such Vessel, The English or
Siamese Officers shall make proper enquiry, and cause the property to be
restored to its owner or in case of his death to his Heir, and the Owner or
Heir will give proper remuneration to the persons who may have collected the
property. If any Siamese or English subject die in an English or Siamese
Country, whatever property he may leave shall be delivered to his Heir. If the
Heir be not living in the same country, and unable to come, appoint a person
by letter to receive the property, the whole of it shall be delivered to such

person.

ARTICLE 9. Merchants, subject to the English, desiring to come and
trade in any Siamese Country with which it has not been the custom to have
trade and intercourse, must first go and enquire of the Governor of the
Country. Should any Country have no Merchandize, the Governor shall inform
the Ship that has come to trade, that there is none. Should any Country have
merchandize sufficient for a Ship, the Governor shall allow her to come and

trade.

ARTICLE 10™. The English and Siamese mutually agree, that there
shall be an unrestricted trade between them, in the English Countries of Prince
of Wales Island Malacca and Singapore and the Siamese Countries of Ligor,
Merdilony, Singora, Patani, Junkceylon, Kedah, and other Siamese provinces.

Asiatic Merchants of the English Countries, not being Burmese, Peguers, or
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Descendants of Europeans shall be allowed to trade freely overland and by
means of the Rivers. Asiatic Merchants, not being Burmesse, Peguers, or
Descendants of Europeans, desiring to enter into and trade with the Siamese
Dominions, from the Countries of Mergni, Tavoy, Tenasserim, and Ye, which
are now subject to the English will be allowed to do so freely, over land and
by water, upon the English furnishing them with proper certificates. But
Merchants are prohibited to bring Opium, which is positively a contraband
article in the Territories of Siam and should a Merchant introduce any, the

Governors shall seize, burn, and destroy the whole of it.

ARTICLE 11™ If an Englishman desire to transmit a letter to any
person in a Siamese or other Country such person only and no other shall
open and look into the letter. If a Siamese desire to transmit a letter to any
person in an English or other Country such person only and no other shall

open and look in to the letter.

ARTICLE 12". Siam shall not go and obstruct or interrupt Commerce
in the States of Tringano and Calantan. English Merchants and subjects shall
have trade and intercourse in future with the same facility and freedom as
they have heretofore had, and the English shall not go and molest, attack or

disturb those States upon any pretence whatever.

ARTICLE 13™. The Siamese engage to the English, that the Siamese
shall remain in Kedah, and take proper care of that Country and of its people;
the inhabitants of Prince of Wales Island and of Kedah shall have trade and
intercourse as heretofore. The Siamese shall levy no duty upon stock and
Provisions, such as Cattle, Buffaloes, Poultry, Fish, Paddy and Rice which the
inhabitants of Prince of Wales Island, or ships there, may have occasion to
purchase in Kedah and the Siamese shall not farm the mouths of Rivers or
any Stream in Kedah but shall levy fair and proper Import and Export duties.
The Siamese further engage, that when Chao Phya of Ligor returns from

Bangkok, he shall release the slaves, personal servants, Family and Kindred
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belonging to the former Governor of Kedah and permit them to go and live
wherever they please. The English engage to the Siamese, that the English do
not desire to take possession of Kedah; that they will not attack or disturb it,
nor permit the former Governor of Kedah or any of his followers to attack
disturb or injure in any manner the territory of Kedah or any other Territory
subject to Siam, The English engage that they will make arrangements for the
former Governor of Kedah to go and live in some other Country, and not at
Prince of Wales Island or Prye, or in Perak, Salengore, or any Burmese
Country. If the English do not let the former Governor of Kedah go and live
in some other Country as here engaged, The Siamese may continue to levy an
Export duty upon Paddy and Rice in Kedah. The English will not prevent any
Siamese, Chinese, or other Asiatics at Prince of Wales Island from going to

reside in Kedah if they desire it.

ARTICLE 14™. The Siamese and English mutually engage, that the
Rajah of Perak shall govern his Country according to his own will. Should he
desire to send the Gold and Silver Flowers to Siam as heretofore, The English
will not prevent his doing as he may desire. If Chao Phya of Ligor desire to
send down to Perak, with friendly intention, Forty or Fifty men whether
Siamese, Chinese or other Asiatic subjects of Siam, or if the Rajah of Perak
desire to send any of his Ministers or Officers to seek Chao Phya of Ligor,
the English shall not forbid them. The Siamese or English shall not send any
force to go and molest, attack or disturb Perak. The English will not allow the
State of Salengore to attack or disturb Perak and the Siamese shall not go and
attack or disturb Salangore. The arrangements stipulated in these two last
Articles respecting Perak and Kedah, Chao Phya of Ligor shall execute as

soon as he returns home from Bangkok.

The fourteen Articles of this Treaty let the great and subordinate
Siamese and English Officers together with every great and small Province
hear, receive and obey without fail. Their Excellencies the Ministers of high

rake at Bangkok and Captain Henry Burney whom the Right Honorable Lord
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Amherst, Governor of Bengal, deputed as an Envoy to represent His Lordship,
framed this Treaty together in the presence of Prince Krom Menu Soorin Thi-
raksa, in the City of the Sacred and Great Kingdom of Si-a-yoo-tha-ya. The
Treaty, written in Siamese, Malayan and English languages was concluded on
Tuesday, on the first day of the seventh decreasing Moon 1188 year Dog 8,
according to the Siamese Era, corresponding with the twentieth day of June
1826 of the European Era. Both copies of the Treaty are sealed and attested
by their Excellencies the Ministers and by Captain Henry Burney. One Copy
Captain Burney will take for the ratification of the Governor of Bengal and
one Copy bearing the Royal Seal, Chao Phya of Ligor will take and place at
kedah. Captain Burney appoints to return to Prince of Wales Island in seven
moths, in the second moon of the year Dog 8, and to exchange the ratification
of this Treaty with Phra Phaki di Bori-rak, at Keda. The Siamese and English
will form a friendship that shall be perpetuated, that shall know no end or

interruption, as long as Heaven and Earth endure.

A literal translation from the Siamese.

(Signed) H. Burney, Captain

Envoy to the Court of Siam.
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