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Abstract

Objective: To study the factors involving in death including basic demographic data, period of

time, helmet use, injuries and alcohol concentration in blood of the deceased.

Materials and Methods: This research was a descriptive retrospective study. Scene reports,
autopsy reports both at scenes and laboratories, death certificates and photos of scenes and
autopsies were examined. All of the deceased passed away at scenes by motorcycle accidents
in Nonthaburi province from 1st January 2014 to 31st December 2014, the total period of 1

year.

Results: 84 of the deceased were studied and 82 cases were performed autopsies. Most were
male (71 cases or 84.5%), aged between 15 — 24 years (24 cases or 28.6%), occurrence in
February (10 cases or 11.9%), during the period of 21:00 — 23:59 (17 cases or 20.2%) and without
wearing helmet (59 cases or 70.2%). The first three injuries revealed from autopsies were 82
cases of Abrasion/contusion (100%), 71 cases of Laceration (86.6%) and 64 cases of Brain injury
(78.0%) respectively. Head injuries, 39 cases (47.6%), were found the main cause of death. Skull

fractures were mostly found in 34 cases (41.5%) of anterior cranial fossa and 44 cases (53.6%) of
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linear fracture. Most of brain injuries were subarachnoid hemorrhage, 54 cases (65.8%). The

deceased, over the limit of alcohol concentration in blood, were 44 cases (53.6%).

Conclusion: The study found that the main cause of death was head injury. Most were not
wearing helmets and alcohol concentration was found in their blood. Both public and private
sectors should emphasize the importance of wearing a helmet and the danger of drink-driving.

Moreover, law enforcement should be more strictly compelled.
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