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The impact of COVID-19 pandemic on the altered cause of death in Thailand
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Abstract

The objective of this study is to investigate of Corona virus pandemic effects on the reasons
underlying the change of mortality rate in Thailand based on autopsy record from the Institute of
Forensic Medicine, Police General Hospital. The data was documented based on age, sex, nationality,
cause of death and manner of death as possible from March to May of 2018, 2019 and 2020. The
results of this study show an increased in incidence of death due to suicide and homicide in 2020
compared to the same period of time of previous years, while there was a decreased in number of
deaths due to traffic accidents compared to the previous years. Such data demonstrated that the
epidemic did not affect the mortality rate significantly in Thailand as compared to other countries.
However, the pandemic took a toll on Thai’s economy and morality, which we should be prepared
for future events.

Key words: COVID-19, cause of death, mortality rate, Thailand
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