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A Retrospective Study of Homicides in Ratchaburi Hospital, An Autopsy Study
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Abstract

Objective: To study and collect statistical data of homicides from the autopsy cases to determine

causes of death, profiles of victims, patterns of injuries and surrounding circumstances.

Materials and Methods: A retrospective study of 241 homicide cases which were autopsied at
Ratchaburi hospital between 2009 and 2012 was conducted. The collected data included autopsy
number, age, sex, the cause of death, time of death, place of crime, injury details (number of wounds,
injury sites, defense wounds, direction of wounds), drug-related death and the history from the inquiry

officials. The data was analyzed by descriptive statistics and Chi-Square test.

Results: From 241 homicide cases, there were 205 males (85.1%) and 36 females (14.9%). The age
ranged from 2 to 78 years and the majority of the victims were in the age group of 30-35 years. Firearm
injuries were the most common injuries and more highly significant than other causes of death; sharp
force injuries, blunt force injuries, asphyxia and toxic agents (p < .007). The most common site of
injuries were heads followed by chests, necks, abdomens and extremities at 47.7%, 34.4%, 8.3%,
7.9% and 1.7% respectively. Directions of wounds were often seen front to back. Defense injuries were
found on the upper limbs more than the lower limbs. In 88.4% of the cases, death occurred
immediately. Methamphetamine was the most common drug-related homicides and the incidence of

methamphetamine was more than that of alcohols and others.

Conclusion: The figures of homicidal deaths increase in every year. Most of murderers choose lethal
weapons such as firearms and attack to vital organs to ensure the purpose. The incidence of drugs-
related homicides particularly methamphetamine is more frequent. This phenomenon should be

concerned and lead to better prevention.
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