Original Article

Study of change in cyanide levels in post mortem blood
under storage temperature
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Abstract

Objective: To study the change of cyanide level in postmortem blood under storage condition at
4°C and room temperature at the prospective time.

Materials and Methods: Cyanide was added into 31 postmortem blood samples. Cyanide
concentration in spiked sample was 2 ug/ml. Each sample was devided into two groups and then
separately stored at room temperature and 4°C. Measurement of cyanide level was analyzed by
microdiffusion/pyridine method at day 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 14 and 21.

Results: No statistic change of cyanide concentration in whole blood stored at 4°C during 1 day. In
room temperature group (3300—3500) the cyanide concentration was decreased significantly
overtime.

Conclusion: Blood cyanide concentration was stable for 1 day in 4°C group but it rapidly decreased
since the first day in room temperature group.
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