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Abstract

Objective: To find out the prevalence of gunshot suicide distribute by age range, type of gun,
lesions found according with other assessments, such as; shooting range, number of shots, site of
the entrance wounds and the bullet directions.

Method: The retrospective descriptive study was carried out by reviewing the documents from the
police and the forensic pathologists who had performed the total number of 19 suicidal gunshot
autopsies at Srinagarind Hospital from January 1, 2000 to December 31, 2008.

Results: The cases of gunshot suicide were found in male only with mean average age of 38.72
years. A handgun was used as 73.68 % of the cases. The point of entrance at the right temporal
area was the greatest prevalence of about 63.16%. The most shooting range was a contact shot of
about 84.2%. We found 12 cases of gunshot suicide at the head. The most common trajectory was
from right to left, front to back and from below to the top of the head in a total number of 9 cases.
Conclusion: The use of gun to take one’s own life proves the intention to do so. The forensic
pathologists performed the autopsy together with the collection of other evident materials. The
assessment of the bullet directions must be done because it might suggest the manner of death

during the suicide or the homicide.
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