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Abstract

The reopening of the Royal Ground (Sanam Luang) in 2011 with new iron fences has affected the roles
and functions of this historical place. Sanam Luang was fenced and gated with new Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration (BMA) legal rules controlling operating hours and activities. Homelessness and all political
activities were prohibited. Sanam Luang’s vital role as a civic space has diminished for the sake of orderliness.
Nevertheless, due to Thailand’s prolonged political conflicts, Sanam Luang was used again as a base for
political mobilization. The south section of the plaza, in front of the Royal Palace, was covered with tents and
temporary sheds tied with iron fences that encircled the plaza. The iron fences were used as a structure to
shelter protestors over nights. This event came into question. Did fencing the Royal Ground contribute to the
orderliness for this historical place? However, after Thailand 2014 coup d’etat by The National Council for
Peace and Order (NCPO), political gathering was forbidden by law under NCPO leader’s command. Furthermore,
with the new Thai Public Assembly Act enacted in 2015, public assembly over the Royal Ground has become
impossible and illegal. Sanam Luang has lost its important democratic function as a free space for public and
its civic space that needed for Thai civil society. However, when people’s rights under governmental suppression,
insurgency of democratic society came to occur. This research investigated powers that ruled over the Royal

Ground including the role of the urban plaza as a civic space after being fenced.
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(During midday hours, not many people use pathway

crossing Sanam Luang.)
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WizuINnIT T3 wazpnldiduaiuaindronuiai
Umedeldlaldan (Speech stage in front of the
Royal Palace was used as clothes drying area for
overnight mobs during daytime when the stage was
not used.)

m gﬂﬁ 15i:aa”aua‘mwmagﬂlﬁﬂﬂmmﬁ”ﬂﬁaB‘Tﬂuawﬁ”amm
13uneeigunaveInguiTuua (Fences encircling
Sanam Luang were used as structures for installing
signboard canvas posting the protestors’ demands to
the government.)

suf 12 seutrnfinaiuiseenelddioidurizainga

Hruguasaaniuauteusiunaauiiald (Beside
speech stage along pavement on the South-side of
Sanam Luang, there were temporary shelters occupied
by protestors.)

] a a & 4 a a &
3‘1]71 16 ‘UinnmnL(ﬂuﬂﬂﬂuwqum&mumi@mmﬂw
TaAMTUNTBIILIA (Signboard canvas containing
message protesting government hanging over and

i‘iJYl 13 VlﬂuﬂﬂﬂwmaaLwamluaﬂwaanauwﬂj&muiau
a‘mu‘vxmaL&lanaamnnuuiauuaﬂmumagm
(Panoramic view from The Supreme Court on

) ) along pavement inside protestors’ settlement area.)
opposite side of the road appeared temporary

protestors’ shelters built from blue canvas sheet.)

sun 17 ng’uﬁwumﬂm ﬂﬁﬂmuamﬂauuﬂ'smﬂ@mu
nq’wziaﬂmulumnmwummuﬂwwuu (In mob’s
shelter area, protestors set up temporary tables and

seats for small group political discussion.)

suf 14 ldAwiludunwnondudnsusuvasngadmumus (Under
the shelters’ shade was the place for overnight
protestor group.)
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