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ABSTRACT

This dissertation has the objectives to study the background
history of the basic scriptures for the Tipitaka Pali Studies, to systematize
substances from the basic scriptures for the Tipitaka Pali Studies and to
analytically study the case-study in the Samamluang Course’s Pali Scriptures.
Methods used were collecting of the basic scriptures for the Tipitaka Pali
Studies, selecting of Pali verses from the Samamluang Pali Course Scriptures
as examples for vocabulary and their meanings to be analyzed. This has
been done according to the Sattavises Scripture’s analytical structure. The
research, described in the narration method, was then submitted to

Buddhist scholars for their verification and corrections.

The research found that the Sattavises Scripture, which has been
the important Buddhist scripture, has played the significant role for the
study. This scripture falls into the same category of Pali grammar scriptures
and has been the basic tool in helping learners to understand Pali-language
studies and also is useful in judging the Pali verses found in the Tipitaka.

They consist of 4 groups:

1. The Grammar Group such as the Kajjayana, Moggallana and
Saddhanitipacara scriptures.
2. The Dictionary Group such as the Abhidhanappadipiga and

the Agagaragosa scriptures.



3. The Verification Group, which contain rules and regulations
on stressed and unstressed syllables, such as the Vuttotai and the
Chantomunchari scriptures.

4. The Sound and Meaning Decoration Group, which is use to

enhance the beauty of the language.

Analytical of the Theravada Buddhist Scriptures under the usage
of these four groups of Sattavises Scriptures was conducted under the
directions of some chapters from the Abhidhammatthavibhavini, Panciga,
Atthayojana. The research found that:

1. The Pali analytical method found in the Abhidham
matthavibhavini, Panciga, Atthayojana are explained using the grammar
formulas from all 3 groups. However, methods are explained only briefly.
The explained methods are the 3 formulas from Kajjayana namely, 1.
Buppapamatothitamassaram Saraen Viyojye 2. Saralopomatespajayatimhii
Saralopetu pakati and 3.Naye param Yuttate.

2. The study has focused on the topics of doubt.

3. Analytical methods used in this dissertation are focused on
several verses, which bases on Vototai and Alangar scriptures. The study
found that the 3 verses have been chanted and mentioned wrongly from

their original scriptures in the Tipitaka.
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The Studies of the Pariyatti-dhamma (Buddhist Scriptures)
In order to maintain the Pali language in the Tipitaka

Assoc. Prof. Wate Bannakornkul
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University,

Pali Sueksa Buddhagosa Campus

Abstract

The Tipitaka is considered the main scripture in Buddhism. It contains completely the
teachings of the Buddha and some of his main disciples. It is also considered the perfect
manuscripts and is the source in which Buddhists have inherited and hold on to as their main
principle of conducts.

The Buddha’s words are indeed so profound in both their sayings and meanings.
They contain both the texts and the consonants thus, make it hard for learners to be able to
completely comprehend everything they carry.

Since the ancient time, those who wished to study the Buddha’s words in order to
preserve the pure dhamma and Vinaya He had taught would have to study the Pali
Grammatical Scriptures called Saddhavises. This scripture contains a group of grammatical
texts for Pali Studies. These grammatical texts are considered the main foundation for Pali
Studies in order that one can comprehend the Pali-Tipitaka. Thus, they are extremely
important because they will give learners the thorough knowledge and understanding in the
Buddha’s words in both the texts and consonants.

In the present time Pali has been used widely but wrongly, both in chanting and
dhamma preaching. Meanwhile the chanters, the listeners and also the learners of Pali
language have lack of knowledge in the Pali Studies Principle that they could not analyze,
contemplate or make decision on verses. This is for example on the Invitation to Preach, the
Bhahma ca Lokatippati and the Ye dhamma hetubhuppava verses.

This research intends to present, describe and explain Pali, in its language’s
principles, in the mentioned verses. The studies have been conducted to analyze both Pali’s
grammatical rules and their versification. It is expected that the research’s outcome could
then be a guideline for the Pali-Tipitaka Studies and analyses so that the Buddha’s words can
further be correctly preserved.

Introduction
Saying of the Buddha: the Buddhist Doctrines

After the Buddha passed away, a group of Arahants including venerable Kassapa
had gathered to compile and sort His teachings into sections. The gathering was later called
the First Buddhist Council for Collation, which gave birth to the Buddhist Doctrines or the
Tipitaka. The doctrines were then used in later Councils’ collations. The Tipitaka is literary
the doctrines containing the words of the Buddha (and the original Buddhist stories). It is
divided into 3 sections (or 3 ‘Baskets’). The compilations of 3 groups of dhamma are namely
the Vinaya Pitaka (Book of Discipline), the Suttanta Pitaka (Book of Discourses) and the
AbhidhammaPitaka (Book of the Higher Doctrine).
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By nature, the words of the Buddha are so profound and deep that they are difficult to
understand. This can be found in his own words saying: e3ala Tv uend sylu auils yanla nsulnls

aula Jdila eann1aels Hflar dagianniils, (adhigato kho mayayam dhammo gambhiro duddaso

duranubodho santo panito atakkavacaro nipuno  pandhitavedaniyo) which means ‘the
dhamma which I have attained is so profound that they cannot be understood or practiced
easily. They cannot be comprehended by (the act of) thinking and only the learned ones could
attain them.

Thus, commentary-scholars who understood well the Buddhist doctrines proclaimed
by the Blessed One have described His Pali-Tipitaka words, which were difficult to
understand, in order to make them easier for learners to comprehend. Since then, lower
levels of the doctrines explaining the higher ones have emerged. These are considered
important doctrines in Buddhist studies and can be classified orderly as the Tipitaka,
Commentaries, Tika, Anu-Tika, Yojana, Dipani, Pakaravises and Saddavises.

The said commentaries are the doctrines explaining both structural grammar and the
nature of the dhamma. Other stories which were not originally included in the Tipitaka have
also been compiled and sorted into lower level doctrines so that knowledge on Buddhism can
become thorough and correct as the Buddha had intended. These doctrines were recorded in
Bihar language, which is later named Pali language. The word Pali came from a combination
of ‘Pa’ and ‘Li’. The language element of ‘Pa’ is ‘to maintain® or ‘to preserve, to keep things
in order’ and Li means to keep records of the Buddha’s words.

The Studies of the Buddha’s words

Thus, the closest way to study what the Buddha had taught is to study His words in
the Pali language. Whether or not one would have the complete understanding of the
Theravada Buddhism depends on one’s thorough knowledge in the Pali language. Those who
want to be profound in Pali have to study the Saddavises scripture, which is the text
explaining directly the Pali grammar. The Saddavises scripture here refers to a group of
Nigandhu chantalaksa and Alankacara grammatical texts. Thus, study of the Saddavises
scripture has been vital to those in need of the Pali-Tipitaka studies.

The Thai Sangha has held to the Kaccayana scripture as their main text for Pali
grammar studies. However, they have rearranged the text’s orders and renamed them as
Kaccayanamula or Mulakaccayana. The rearranged texts were in use since the
Sukhothaiperiod (or probably even earlier) until the early Rattanakosinera. There is clear
documented evidence that when King Rama I commanded that there be a Buddhist Council
for Collation of the Tipitaka in the year 2331 B.E. Buddhist monks and Fellows of the Royal
Institute were distributed into 4 groups in which the Saddavises Scripture Revision was one
among the divisions. This evidence appeared in the Sanghitiyavong text as:  The delighted
Sangha then invited all the deities to kindly assist the dhamma in the Sangha Council. The
Sangha Council, afier careful discussion, had divided among themselves into four groups in
order to clarify and revise all the doubted records of the Buddha words, the dhamma and
the Vinaya. They also needed to correct any text mistakenly noted down from the previous
times

In the ancient time, Thai high-level masters, after thoroughly studied the Pali
language from the Saddavises scripture, the Pali-Tipitaka, Commentaries and Tigathey could
correctly explain the meanings. Furthermore, they had even composed more texts in the Pali
language to explain the dhamma. This is for example, Pra Nanakitti of the Lanna period who
had written the Atthayojana, the Vinaya and the Abhidhamma texts. Pra Sirimangaracara had
written Mangalatthadhipani, which explains the Thirty-eight Blessings. However, after the
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end of the early Rattanakosin era there had been no evidence that any other monks could
compose Buddhist text in the Pali language.

The Pali Studies of the Thai Sangha

The Thai Sangha in the present time has been following the new Pali course pattern
that SomdejPraMahasamanachaoKromPrayaVajirananavaroros had adjusted and established in
the year 2463 B.E.

That is, the Thai Sangha is to study Pali grammar from the text he composed instead
of from the Mulakaccayana. Under his supervision, the Pali Sanamluang Division was also
set to handle the course. Pali Studies is divided into the nine-certificate-levels, having the Pali
Grammar as its fundamental subject. From this basic course, learners will have to learn how
to translate the Bihar language into Thai and vice versa.

Moreover, he also set that the dhamma students of all levels have to pass the
Sanamluang Translation Examination, but the text used and the translation means are by
different methods. That is, the Thai Sangha s Pali Studies focuses on translating text only.
And although they have obtained the 9™ level certificate, if they do not study more on the
Saddavises, which is the original text for Pali studies, they would lack the knowledge needed
for the Pali language-Tipitaka’s analyses.

The inaccuracy in Pali
Its verification principle: a case study

It has been found nowadays that Pali used in several texts is not in consistent with
several points of Pali used in the Tipitaka and Commentaries. These are such as the Invitation
to Preach verse, the verse appeared in the Dhammapatatthagatha text, which is the curriculum
of dhamma studiesfor the Thai Sangha, the ‘Ye Dhamma etc.” and the Fundamental Teaching
Verse. In order to make a case study on the Pali language and to make Pali usage correctly
and according to the Tipitaka, Commentaries and the Vuttotai text, the researcher has
analyzed the followings:

1. The Invitation to Preach verse
In the beginning of each Invitation to Preach verse, a moderator usually leads the
chant with:
WSy 9z lam5Usd aviuiled
NnoQrzd ousizsy ezunvzay,
dupse  damizseFnvzmnam
g SuNs esyAuthis Uzw
BRAHMA CA LOKA DHIPA_TT SAHAMPATI
KAT-ANJALT ANDHIVARAN AYACATHA,

SANTIDHA SATTAPPARAJAKKHAJATIKA
DESETU DHAMMAN ANUKAMPIMAN PAJAN.

This Pali appears in three versions of the Thai-alphabet Pali-Tipitaka, namely:
1. the Siamrath Version published by the Mahamakutrajavidyalaya Foundation

2. the Collation Version (2530 B.E.) (nysq3) published by the Thai Department of
Religious Affairs, the Ministry of Education
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3. the Mahachula Version, published by Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
Publishing House

In the Pali Tipitaka the Invitation to Preach text appears as follows:
Wit A landuf anyud
NATA  audal  ewnan,
aufis  anen atdsrnatisnn

wial syl eynyld  Ud.

BRAHMA CA LOKADHIPATI SAHAMPATI
KA-TANJALI ANADHIVARAM AYACATHA,
SANTIDHA SATTA APPARAJAKKHAJATIKA
DESAHI DHAMMAM ANUKAMPIMAM PAJAM.

From the Chattha Sangayana Tipitaka and Commentaries version published by the
Myanmar Department of Religious Affairs, which was transliterated into the Thai-alphabet
Pali version, it appears as follows:

wivn v lam5Ua avuld
nANYa ousls e,
auas  aamlusynvnam

i syl eunydd 1.
BRAHMA CA LOKADHIPATI SAHAMPATI
KA-TANJALI ANADHIVARAM AYACATHA,
SANTIDHA SATTAPPARAJAKKHAJATIKA
DESAHI DHAMMAM ANUKAMPIMAM PAJAM.

In the Mahachula’s Commentary version it appears as follows:
Wi 9 lamsuUa anudd

NANTA oUFIS U1,
auas  aamlusynvnam

miad sy eunyi 1%
BRAHMA CA LOKADHIPATI SAHAMPATI
KA-TANJALI ANADHIVARAM AYACATHA,
SANTIDHA SATTAPPARAJAKHAJATIKA
DESAHI DHAMMAM ANUKAMPIMAM PAJAM

From an evidence appeared in the Pali-Tipitaka and Commentaries we could see that
the difference in the 2™ line are only at the word naey¥d ouE13 e&19n (read Ka-tan-cha-li
aa-na-ti-va-ram aa-ya-ca-tha). The question here is why some syllables in this chanting has
changed to neeey¥a 848?15 ow19e (read Kat-an-cha-li an-ti-va-ram-aa-ya-ca-tha).
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The reason for this was because the writer wanted to keep the metrical composition of
the Indhavamsa verse, which each line has to contain the ‘ta, ta, cha, ra’. In other words we
can say that they have to contain the syllables of (heavy-heavy-light), (heavy-heavy-light),

(light-heavy-light) and (heavy-light- heavy). Thus, the 2™ line has become nABMYYA BUBIS

98190  (read Kat-an-cha-li an-ti-va-ram-aa-ya-ca-tha) in order that it can go along with

others in the Indhavamsa category.

However, learners of the Buddha’s words should understand that from the
versification study, there’s both no reason and not necessary that the Indhavamsa should be
needed here. That is because the Dhamma Invitation verse appeared in the Tipitaka is not in
the form of Indhavamsa. Thus, we should understand as follows:

This verse is generally called ‘Uppachatigatha’ which formed by difference formality
of lines. In other words, the verse is not formed under one formality for the same four lines.
Such can be found in the second half of Vuttotai Chandhopakara text as:

17 nawangll Ngamg

MUA ¥IagInen el

EVAM KILANNASUPI MISSITASU
VADANTI JATISVIDAMEVA NAMAM
Those with the same kind of mixture

are also called ‘Uppachati’.

When this verse is clarified line by line, we can identify each line as follows:
First Line - wynin a lam3ya anyd (brahma ca lokadhipatt sahampati) consisted of a

group of ‘ta, ta, cha, ra’, which conformed to the Indhavamsa formality.

Second Line — naaysd au515 eenan (ka-tafijalt anadhivarar ayacatha) consisted of a group
of ‘cha, bha, sa, cha, ka’ with Yatti 4 and 9, which conformed to the Rujira formality
(because the ‘tha’ at the end is considered a 1 muang).

Third Line — aufs anm olids¥numiAn (santidha satta apparajakkhajatika) consisted of a
group of ‘ta, ma, sa, cha, ka’. With this line, there’s no specific name mentioned in the
Vuttotai text. However, if we consider the Pali appearing in the ChatthaSangayana Tipitaka
and Commentaries version and also in the Commentary of Mahachula version, which appears
as auAs aamidsynumam, (santidha sattapparajakhajatika) they consisted ofa group of

‘ta, cha, ra’ sound, which falls into the Indhavamsa formality.

Forth Line — mia%i 533 ounuihi 1§ (desahi dhammarh anukampimar pajarn)

consisted of a group of ‘ta, ta, cha, ra’ sound, which also falls into the Indhavamsa formality.
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Thus, it can be concluded that this verse is of the Uppachatigatha with the first and
third lines formed according to ChatthaSangayana and the Mahachula’s Commentary

versions while the fourth is of the Indhavamsa and the second is of the Rujira.

So, versification of the Dhamma Invitation Verse should be considered:

1. If this is concluded to be Kataanjali, it will be conflicted with the Pali reading rules
wie 15 geua. (naye param yutte) That is because when there is no vowel present at
the front consonant (in the Thai-alphabet Pali language, a dot is marked under the
consonant) it will have to be read together with the following sound. That is, they
have to be read together and become nnara. (ka-tafijali)

2. Ifthis is Anutivaram, it will not be corresponding with the word #4535 ‘Anadhivara’,
which is the Buddha’s other name that has the meaning ‘the unsurpassed guide for
those who need restraint’.

3. If this is to be made an Indhavamsa, the second line could be re-arranged as follows:
#1300 aNNNEIS pae¥d. (yacittha sambuddhavarar ka-tafijall) But the reason that
the ancient masters held on to the then occurring form was because they knew well
that the versification formality do not have to be all for the same four lines. Moreover,
when naeysa  (ka-tafijal) is placed next to avy@/anyid, (sahampati/sahampati)
the language form is changed to another kind called ﬂmﬂqm (pasadagun) which

made it appeared as shown.
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