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Abstract

Pressure to publish in academic circles has increased in the recent years. Universities and
research institutes use different measures to motivate publications, including monetary publication
rewards or refusing to extend work contracts if publication requirements are not met. Furthermore,
research funding and academic positions are awarded with strong emphasis on quantitative
publication metrics such as number of papers, citation number and journal ranking. A combination
of these factors could lead to serious publication misconduct. This article aims to give an overview
of publication fraud and systematic publication manipulation, including their characteristic patterns
so that readers and authors of academic papers can recognize such manipulation themselves. This
article also aims to raise awareness among universities, funding agencies and research policy
makers to rethink their use of quantitative criterion for academic evaluation and help mitigate the
downsides of publish-or-perish culture.
Keywords: academic fraud, publication ethics, citation manipulation, paper mills, predatory

publisher.
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