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Stylistic variation in the pronunciation of
final (f) and (I) in English loanwords in Thai

Amnat Paksasuk

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to study variation in the pronunciation of
final (f) and (1) in English loanwords in Thai based on three styles: interviewing,
passage reading and wordlist reading, representing the fairy formal, formal and very
formal styles respectively. Twenty English loanwords are used in the test: 10 words
consisting of final (f) and 10 words consisting of final (). The data is collected from
30 students of the Faculty of Arts, Silpakorn University. The results show that the
final (f) has two variants: [f] and [p]. The latter occurs more frequently than former.
The final (1) has three variants: [1], [n] and [w]. The sound [n] occurs in the highest
percentage, followed by [w] and [1] respectively. As for the stylistic variation [f] and
[1] occur in the highest percentage in wordlist reading, followed by passage
reading and interviewing respectively. The sounds [p], [n] and [w] occur in the
highest percentage in interviewing, followed by passage reading and wordlist

reading respectively.
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