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Bhagava: [ts Background and Translations into Thai
Navin Wannawetch

Abstract

This article aims to study background of the word Bhagav@ and its
translations into Thai. The findings are Bhagaua is the word which has been
used in Pali and Sanskrit from the ancient time. In Sanskrit Bhagav@ has
been used since Vedic period. At the present time, the meaning of the word is
Visnu specifically. In Pali it means Buddha only. The fact that Bhagava means
especially Visnu and Buddha possibly is on account of the idea of being the
offspring of the Solar race. In Thai Bhagav@ mostly has been translated that
“One who has the Bhaga” since the Sukhothai period to the present time.
While the literal meaning is the auspicious or blessed one. The author prefer
to a transliterated word because translation of this word may bring to some

problems about meaning.
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