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Business Ideology in the Discourse about “punia”
in Dharma Books: Relationship between Language
and Ideology

Amnat Paksasuk
Somchai Sumniengngam

Abstract

This article aims to analyze linguistic strategies used in the
discourse about “pufifia” ‘merit’ in dharma books to represent the business
ideology by using the critical discourse analysis approach. The data are
collected from 30 dharma books containing the word “pufifia” as a part of
their titles. It was found that six linguistic strategies used in the discourse
about “pufifia” in dharma books to represent business ideology: metaphor,
lexical selection, reasoning sentences, presupposition, intertextuality, and
speech act. These linguistic strategies show that the “pufifia” is considered
as a value product which can be invested in and managed to yield the most
benefits. Hence, people in Thai society are recommended to plan before

making merit. All these things reflect the relation between business

ideology and making merit in Thai society.

Keywords: business, discourse, pufifia/merit, dharma book,

language and ideology
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