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Language Strategies Used to Portray the Rohingya 

People in Thai Newspapers

Kanchalika Treeklangdorn

Siriporn Panyametheekul

Abstract

�is research aims to study language strategies which �ai 

newspapers use to portray the Rohingya people by analyzing news reports 

about the Rohingya from four �ai daily newspapers; �airath, Daily News, 

Khaosod, and Komchadluek. �is critical analysis adopts the microstructures 

study proposed by Van Dijk (1991). �e research results show that �ai 

newspapers use three main language strategies to portray the Rohingya 

including 1) meaning, 2) style, and 3) metaphor. From the analysis, �ai 

newspapers portray Rohingya people in two ways: the !rst is that Rohingya 

people o"en cause trouble, leading to no further formal assistance from 

any countries and the other is the Rohingya people su#er, are in distress, 

and need help. It can be seen that newspapers attempt to portray Rohingya 

negatively and convey such attitudes and opinions to the readers through 

various news reporting strategies. In order to avoid the control and 

propaganda of the media, reader discretion is advised.

Keywords: Rohingya, Language strategies, Critical discourse analysis
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